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Change to Program/Graduate Diploma Academic Requirements Proposal Form
1. Program/Graduate Diploma: MA Art History, Curatorial Studies Diploma
2. Effective Session of Proposed Change(s): SU21
3. Proposed Change(s) and Rationale
a) A description of the proposed modification(s) and rationale, including alignment with academic plans.
We propose to change the requirements for the Diploma in Curatorial Studies and Visual Culture by adding an additional, existing course – GS ARTH 6020 3.0 Art History and Visual Culture Summer Institute. In response to expressed student interest in further experiential learning, we are shifting the focus of our endowed summer course, The Art History and Visual Culture Summer Institute (ARTH 6020 3.0), to become a curatorial workshop/seminar. The Art History and Visual Culture Summer Institute is a thematic intensive course offered each May as a collaboration between the studio and art history graduate programs in Visual Art and Art History. Collaborating faculty decide on a single shared theme and a list of invited guests – including scholars, artists and curators. Students who enrol in the course do so under a separate art history or studio course numbers in order to meet the specific needs of students in those programs. 
The Art History course has historically been a theoretical seminar, but student interest in this format has waned while desire for more hands-on curatorial experience has increased. Our Curatorial Studies Diploma – to which the Art History and Visual Culture Summer Institute would be attached (as the 4th required course) – does not entail a change in teaching methodology, but rather emphasizes the experiential focus of the diploma otherwise anchored on the Placement (ARTH 51900). Starting in 2021, GS ARTH 6020 3.0 will be more closely tied to curatorial case studies and will take advantage for our Joan Goldfarb Visual Arts Study Centre to involve students in the practical demands of art collection management and activation. By working in tandem with invited curators, archivists, and museum/gallery professionals participating in the Art History and Visual Culture Summer Institute, students will develop a critical engagement with curatorial case studies within and beyond the York University context.
b) An outline of the changes to requirements and the associated learning outcomes/objectives, including how the proposed requirements will support the achievement of program/graduate diploma learning objectives.  
Presently our Curatorial Studies Diploma consists of three required courses: ARTH 5170 Museum & Gallery; ARTH 5175 Curatorial Practice; and ARTH 5190 Placement. The addition of ARTH 6020 Art History and Visual Culture Summer Institute. The MA in Art History requires students to gain an understanding of a body of knowledge in the study of art history and visual culture, including a familiarity with key objects, texts, and theories and methodologies of the discipline. Introductory relevant knowledge outside the field and/or discipline as related to the Major Research Paper is also expected. For students undertaking the Diploma in Curatorial Studies, this body of knowledge should also include a familiarity with key issues, figures, theories, and methodologies of curation and museology. The addition of the Art History and Visual Culture Summer Institute changes the number of required courses adding up to 24 credits from 3 to 4: ARTH 5170; 5175; 5190 AND 6020. The addition of the latter will deepen students’ knowledge of current debates within the professional art context and/or cognate fields (e.g. arts management). The Art History and Visual Culture Summer Institute will also additionally further seed professional networks in Toronto and beyond.
c) An overview of the consultation undertaken with relevant academic units and an assessment of the impact of the modifications on other programs/graduate diplomas. 
Discussion of the addition of the Art History and Visual Culture Summer Institute to the requirements of the Curatorial Studies Diploma was held within the Art History Sector and the Graduate Program Executive, and was also reported to the Visual Art and Art History Faculty Assembly. Agreement was unanimous that this change would further support students, who undertake the MA with the diploma as a terminal degree leading to professional work in the field. 
d) A summary of any resource implications and how they are being addressed. 
This change is designed to better use our current resource allocation and requires no new resources. The Art History and Visual Culture Summer Institute is an endowed course and is taught each year. This change ensures that the benefits of the Art History and Visual Culture Summer Institute will bolster our Curatorial Studies Diploma, which distinguishes our MA in Art History and largely drives our enrolment. 
e) A summary of how students currently enrolled in the program/graduate diploma will be accommodated.
This change will apply to students incoming in SU201. As we are currently in the recruitment cycle for students affected by this change, no accommodations will be necessary. 
4. Calendar Copy

	Existing Program/Graduate Diploma Information
(change from)
	Proposed Program/Graduate Diploma Information
(change to)

	The Diploma in Curatorial Studies in Visual Culture is taken in conjunction with the M.A. in Art History. Students are required to take an additional 3-credit course in Curatorial Studies, i.e. 24 credits for the M.A. plus Diploma.

A focus on curatorial studies is created through a combination of courses and a placement. These include:

The graduate seminar in Curatorial Studies (ARTH 5175 3.0)
The graduate seminar in Museum and Galleries (ARTH 5170 3.0)
Placement (ARTH 5190 3.0)
Graduate Research Project (MRP, MA Thesis, Doctoral Dissertation) that addresses exhibition history, exhibition production, display culture, curatorial practice and/or culture epistemology.


	The Diploma in Curatorial Studies in Visual Culture is taken in conjunction with the M.A. in Art History. Students are required to take an additional 3.0 credit Placement course in addition to 3 specified credit courses, i.e. 24 credits for the M.A. plus Curatorial Diploma.

A focus on curatorial studies is created through a combination of courses and a placement. These include:

The graduate seminar in Curatorial Studies (ARTH 5175 3.0)
The graduate seminar in Museums and Galleries (ARTH 5170 3.0)
Placement (ARTH 5190 3.0)
Art History and Visual Culture Summer Institute (ARTH 6020 3.0)
Graduate Research Project (MRP, MA Thesis, Doctoral Dissertation) that addresses exhibition history, exhibition production, display culture, curatorial practice and/or culture epistemology.




Please submit completed forms and required supporting documentation by email to the Coordinator, Faculty Governance– fgsgovrn@yorku.ca 
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