Major Modification Proposal 

1. Program: 
MA in Dance

2. Degree Designation: 
Master of Arts

3. Type of Modification:  
Major modification of an existing program: changing from a 5-term to a 3-term program and modifications to program requirements 
4. Effective Date:
[bookmark: _GoBack]September 2020
 
5. Provide a general description of the proposed changes to the program.
The current Master of Arts in Dance provides students with opportunities to finish their degree in five terms through thesis, MRP, and coursework options. The Department of Dance proposes to modify this current program from five terms to three terms, with 	a coursework option only, of 24 credits. In addition, we are changing the program requirements in terms of the required courses and electives as listed below:
Required Courses (12.0 credits):
GS/DANC 5200 3.00 Research Methods 
GS/DANC 5300 3.00 Methods and Materials for Movement Observation 
GS/DANC 5210/5211/5213/5214 3.00 Selected Topics in Dance Studies
GS/DANC 5345 3.00 Issues in Canadian Dance

Electives Within the Department of Dance (6.0 credits):
GS/DANC 5212 3.00 Field Placement 
GS/DANC 5221 3.00 The Interactive Stage: Explorations in Electronically 
Mediated Performance
GS/DANC 5225 3.00 Choreography	
GS/DANC 5310 3.00 Dance Writing
GS/DANC 5231 3.00 Dance, Gender, and Sexuality
GS/DANC 5260 3.00 Dance Video and Intermedial Performance
GS/DANC 5270 3.00 Lighting Design for Dance
GS/DANC 5330 3.00 Anthropology of Dance in Canada
GS/DANC 5340 3.00 Topics in Historical or Cultural Dance Styles
GS/DANC 5350 3.00 Theory and Practice in Dance Dramaturgy
GS/DANC 5900 3.00 Imaging the Arts: Interdisciplinary Collaborations

Electives Outside the Department of Dance (6.0 credits):
Two half courses or Equivalent from an Approved Cognate Field



6. Provide the rationale for the proposed changes.
Before the establishment of the PhD in Dance Studies at York University, the only doctoral program of its kind in Canada, the MA in Dance was the sole terminal degree in dance studies in the country. Since 2018, the PhD program has increasingly become robust as the terminal degree in the field of dance studies. Thus, the MA program has become a preliminary training ground for studies at the doctoral level as well as for various professional careers. 
Furthermore, recent prospective applicants to the MA in Dance, and our own dance majors after completing their BFA Honours in Dance, consistently expressed interest in pursuing an MA degree. However, the current 5-term length discouraged them from applying, especially those who intend to additionally pursue a concurrent education degree or another post-graduate degree, like the PhD. 
This new MA will additionally help solve the Department’s problem of dwindling full-time faculty members. At present, professors in the Department are maximally loaded with supervising major research papers, theses and dissertations of students in the MA in Dance, MFA in Dance and PhD in Dance Studies programs. The proposed MA will free up our professors from supervising Major Research Papers and Theses at the MA level and will allow them to help supervise theses and production projects of our MFA students and dissertations of our PhD students.
To prepare students in this new, 3-term MA for the PhD, all of their dance studies courses will have a major research component. During their first term, they will be required to take a Research Methods course for which they will have to identify a topic that they will continue to research throughout their studies. An accumulation of these papers from various courses will provide them with a research training that is equivalent to the production of a Major Research Paper. During the third term, in GS/DANC 5345 3.00 “Issues in Canadian Dance,” they will present the final version of their research in a mock conference setting as a capstone experience.
7. Comment on the alignment between the program changes with Faculty and/or University academic plans.								      
Innovation | Inclusivity: While this proposal responds to the University’s objective of meeting enrolment targets and of furthering the undergraduate education of its graduates and of being financially sustainable, it also aligns with York University’s Strategic Mandate Agreement (SMA) that values curricular and pedagogical innovations to meet the demands of graduate students in the early 21st century. A core within York’s SMA is the widening of the University’s commitment of inclusivity and access to resources in order to produce graduates who are going to be global citizens of tomorrow. 
Interdisciplinarity: As a research-intensive university, York’s major strength and defining feature in the world is its theorization and production of interdisciplinarity. The courses that will be required in the new proposal will provide opportunities for students to be exposed to and trained in scholarly and artistic discourses that intersect with a wide-array of disciplines in the humanities, social sciences, and sciences.  Within the School of the Arts, Media, Performance and Design (AMPD), where the Department of Dance is housed, producing artists who are leading thinkers and scholars who are sophisticated artists is at the heart of the School’s mandate. The promotion of interdisciplinarity will lead towards that production. 
8. Provide a detailed outline of the changes to the program and the associated learning outcomes, including how the proposed requirements will support the achievement of program learning objectives (i.e., the mapping of the requirements to the program learning outcomes).
Page | 11
Because the Coursework was an option in the original program, only small changes to the learning objectives were necessary as we move towards the revised program. These slight shifts are reflected in the curriculum-mapping document (see Appendix A- page 15).
MA in Dance | Degree-Level Expectations 
	
	Degree-Level Expectations
	Program Learning Objectives
	Appropriate Degree
Requirements & Assessments
	Comments

	
	This degree is awarded to 
students who have 
demonstrated the following:
	By the end of this program,
students will be able to:
	
	

	1. Depth and breadth of knowledge 
	A systematic understanding of knowledge, including, where appropriate, relevant knowledge outside the field and/or discipline, and a critical awareness of current problems and/or new insights, much of which is at, or informed by, the forefront of their academic discipline, field of study, or area of professional practice. 
	Define and identify relevant methodological approaches, key theoretical lenses and debates in the field of dance studies across a range of dance forms, and apply this understanding to their own research and writing. 

	Completion of the MA via:
24 credits of course work 
Two required courses:
5200 3.00 Research Methods
5300 3.00 Methods and Materials for Movement Observation 
Assignments include critical assessment of texts, reflexive writing, and individual research projects 
	Students achieve breadth beyond the discipline by taking at least 6 credits in a cognate field. 


	2. Research & Scholarship 

	A conceptual understanding and methodological competence that a) Enables a working comprehension of how established techniques of research and inquiry are used to create and interpret knowledge in the discipline;  b) Enables a critical evaluation of current research and advanced research and scholarship in the discipline or area of professional competence; and c) Enables a treatment of complex issues and judgments based on established principles and techniques; and on the basis of that competence, has shown at least one of the following: a) The development and support of a sustained argument in written form; or b) Originality in the application of knowledge. 
	Apply a range of methodologies to their research and writing, including historical, ethnographic, and movement analysis through course assignments
Employ movement analysis and observation in their research
Discriminate among key contributors to theoretical constructs in the field of dance studies such as critical pedagogy, gender studies, feminism, globalization, diaspora, etc. through course work assignments and individual research projects
	Offered in the fall term, the 5200 3.00 course introduces students to various research methodologies (empirical, qualitative, and quantitative) and to key dance studies theorists. Students in the course examine primary and secondary source materials and critically assess their content. Students in the course also develop a major research paper proposal, including the ethics review process. 
In the 5300 3.00 course, students observe, describe and analyse dance and non-dance movement. 
During their final, summer term, students in 5345 present their research in submitting a final paper and as a conference presentation. 
	Students in the MA program will become familiar with the major works, trends and debates in dance studies. They will be encouraged to join academic dance associations, such as the Dance Studies Association and the Canadian Dance Studies, and to attend at least one local or national conference. They will also become familiar with local and national dance resources, e.g. Dance Collection Danse, Dance Ontario, and Canadian Dance Assembly, where internships/placements might be arranged. 


	3. Level of application of knowledge 
	Competence in the research process by applying an existing body of knowledge in the critical analysis of a new question or of a specific problem or issue in a new setting. 

	Locate and evaluate primary and secondary source materials related to historical, educational, and/or ethnographic research
Assess and critique various theoretical concepts developed and/or applied by others
Synthesize core theoretical concepts and ideas from multiple authors and put these ideas into conversation in a clear, organized manner
	Class presentations in all courses provide students with the opportunity for peer feedback. 
As well, class presentations provide opportunities to critique each other’s works and to compare and evaluate personal performance against that of one’s peers. 

	

	4. Professional capacity/ autonomy 

	a) The qualities and transferable skills necessary for employment requiring:
i) The exercise of initiative and of personal responsibility and accountability; and 
ii) Decision-making in complex situations; 

b) The intellectual independence required for continuing professional development; 
c) The ethical behavior consistent with academic integrity and the use of appropriate guidelines and procedures for responsible conduct of research; and 
d) The ability to appreciate the broader implications of applying knowledge to a wide-range and particular contexts. 
	Commit to academic integrity as well as to ethics around the use of human participants in research by fulfilling requirements specified in the university research ethics protocol
Discriminate and choose among professional publications and associations in dance studies as well as in additional fields relevant to individual research interests
Develop a research proposal
Complete papers in a timely manner
	Students have 3 terms to complete 8 courses (24.0)
Students are required to propose a research project in 5200 3.00 during the fall term, to develop that project in winter, and to complete it in summer in 5345 3.00, which will be their final/capstone course in the program.
	Upon completion of the MA, students will have the skills to assess their own work and the work of others, to communicate clearly, and to present and defend a position. 
They also will demonstrate the ability to work independently and to multi-task effectively. 


	5. Level of communication skills 

	The ability to communicate ideas, issues and conclusions clearly and in a scholarly manner. 

	Create and develop abstracts and proposals
	5200 3.00 course includes a research proposal assignment 
Other courses include the development of paper proposals and the submission of research papers 
Seminar courses include regular class discussions of readings and the presentation of reports and papers 
	

	6. Awareness of limits of knowledge 

	Cognizance of the complexity of knowledge and of the potential contributions of other interpretations, methods, and disciplines. 

	Listen respectfully to the opinions expressed by others and demonstrate the ability to reflect critically on one’s personal position and presentations
Participate productively in peer editing and peer evaluation exercises
	Seminar courses often include a grade for participation 
Attendance at program-sponsored colloquia is expected 
Attendance at out-of-program events, including conferences, is encouraged 

	



9. Summarize the consultation undertaken with relevant academic units, including commentary on the impact of the proposed changes on other programs
This 3-term MA proposal was a major agenda item during our Department’s latest annual retreat on April 21, 2017. Approval of it among full-time faculty members was unanimous. Most of our faculty members are associate faculty members in departments and ORUs such as: Communication and Culture, Theatre and Performance Studies, Centre for Feminist Research, and the York Centre for Asian Research. Based on the feedback they received from these institutions, the one-year MA is in keeping with the changing climate of treating an MA degree as a preparation for the PhD, and not as a terminal degree. In addition, the Department of Dance conducted an informal survey last and this academic year among its graduating seniors about this proposal. Overwhelmingly, they were in full support of it; and in fact they requested that the Department informs them once the proposal has been approved, as they will seriously proceed with their MA applications.  
Dr. Norma Sue Fisher-Stitt, Dean of AMPD has included a letter of support with regards to this Major Modification Proposal. Please see her letter attached (Page 17).
Dr. Magdalena Kazubowski-Houston, GPD for the MA/PhD Theatre and Performance Studies writes in support of this proposal:  
“I am delighted to write this statement of support for the Graduate Program in Dance Studies' proposal of a 3-term MA. The rationale provided for the proposed change is robust and justifiable, given the changing needs of the program. A 3-term MA will facilitate a desirable study path for a program where the MA, rather than a terminal degree, has become the stepping stone for the PhD and other professional training. Also, the shorter length of the MA program will attract more potential candidates, especially those who are concurrently pursuing education degrees. Consequently, it will constitute an important recruitment tool. Finally, a 3-term MA addresses the challenges of a graduate program with a heavy supervision load and a shrinking faculty complement. For example, this is the only way in which the Graduate Program in Theatre and Performance Studies can maintain our MA program, as a 3-term coursework or an MRP-based path of study require less faculty resources.” 
In addition Associate Professor and Graduate Program Director in Music, Mark Chambers, writes:
 After reviewing the proposal for a 3 term Master of Arts degree in the Graduate Program in Dance Studies I would like to offer my wholehearted support. The details of the proposal clearly delineate a rationale that will result in an attractive, shorter length Master of Arts degree, changes that will support a degree that will function as a conduit to the PhD degree and align more effectively with the available graduate faculty resources in the Dance Department. The Graduate Music Program has recently made a similar proposal that will facilitate a more effective delivery of our Master of Arts in Music curriculum. I fully support the proposal.

Dr. Mark Chambers
Graduate Program Director-MUSIC 
Impact on other programs: The new MA program will continue to attract students interested in pursuing an advanced degree in dance studies. This is a highly specialized field and is the only degree of its kind in Canada. Therefore, it will not be in conflict or in competition with other programs. The requirement of finishing the proposed MA program by coursework will enrich even more York’s interdisciplinary culture and will inevitably help populate graduate courses in other disciplines outside and cognate to dance.
10. Are changes to the program’s admission requirements being proposed coincident with the program change(s)? If so, outline the admission changes, and comment on the appropriateness of the revised requirements to the achievement of the program learning outcomes.
There are no changes to the program’s admission requirements. Since the proposed programs remains to be an advanced training in dance studies, admission will still be as follows: applicants should have a B average, proof of English language proficiency, and an undergraduate degree in dance or a related field in the fine arts (i.e music), the humanities (i.e history, women's studies) or the social sciences (i.e anthropology). In addition, their statement of interest should be in keeping with the scholarly and artistic profiles of the Department of Dance and the larger York University faculty. Finally, their writing samples should demonstrate readiness to provide exposition at the graduate level. 

11. Describe any resource implications and how they are being addressed (e.g., through a reallocation of existing resources). If new/additional resources are required, provide a statement from the relevant Dean(s)/Principal confirming resources will be in place to implement the changes. 
The Department of Dance currently has 10 full-time MA faculty members who will deliver the proposed required and elective courses within dance. These faculty members are: Modesto Amegago, Patrick Alcedo, Susan Cash, Darcey Callison, Norma Sue Fisher-Stitt, William Mackwood, Freya Olafson, Danielle Robinson, Mary Fogarty Woehrel, and Claire Wootten. 

The Department has the approval for the hiring of 2 Teaching Stream tenure-track positions in Dance Creation, Performance and Artistic Directorship and in Dance Design, Technology and Production, both at the rank of Assistant Professor, Teaching to commence July 1, 2019. These two new hires will assist in the delivery of courses for the proposed program.

12. Is the mode of delivery of the program changing? If so, comment on the appropriateness of the revised mode(s) of delivery to the achievement of the program learning outcomes.
The mode of delivery of the program is not changing. In order to ensure that students in this new program will be trained intensively in research, they will be expected to deliver a research presentation during the Department’s Graduate Colloquium, which is already in existence, and during their 3rdand final term when they will be taking GS/DANC 5345, Issues in Canadian Dance. In this culminating summer course, aside from doing a conference-style presentation, they will also be expected to submit a final 25- to 30-page paper about the dance research they will have pursued since they started their program in the fall when they took GS/DANC 5200, Research Methods. 

13. Is the assessment of teaching and learning within the program changing? If so, comment on the appropriateness of the revised forms of assessment to the achievement of the program learning outcomes.
The assessment of teaching and learning remains much the same. As stated, the coursework has always been an option in the original version. The slight change in the assessment is in the 2 research presentations, explained above, that the students will be required to do and the final paper in GS/DANC 5345 3.00. 
14. Provide a summary of how students currently enrolled in the program will be accommodated.
The current students in the MA in Dance program will be grandfathered by giving them every opportunity to finish their degree through the three original options of the writing of the thesis or major research paper, and the taking of coursework.
15. Provide as an appendix a side-by-side comparison of the existing and proposed program requirements as they will appear in the Undergraduate or Graduate Calendar.


	

Master of Arts in Dance
The Master of Arts in Dance is a two-year program offering the study of dance through historical research, critical writing, ethnography, movement analysis and reconstruction. Graduates from the program are currently involved in teaching, writing, performing, further study and work in libraries, archives and museums.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
Candidates should hold an honours degree (or equivalent) with a B standing and should have a background in dance studies or a related area such as music, theatre, history, philosophy, anthropology, sociology or folklore. Students lacking sufficient dance background may be asked to enrol in a qualifying year prior to entering the program. Applications are evaluated on the basis of transcripts, three letters of reference, a 500-word statement on research and career objectives and a sample of past written work.
DEGREE REQUIREMENTS
Students may complete the MA degree by using one of the following three routes:
MA Degree by Thesis
Candidates for the MA degree by thesis must fulfil the following requirements:
1. Courses
Five half-courses or equivalent, chosen from those offered by the Graduate Program in Dance. Of these, students are required to take Dance 5200 3.0 and Dance 5300 3.0. Two additional half courses to be selected from the current program offerings. One half course from the program offerings or from a cognate area.
2. Language
There is no foreign language requirement for the MA in Dance but a candidate’s supervisor or supervisory committee may require the candidate to demonstrate a reading knowledge of such languages as are necessary to enable them to use the major primary and secondary sources relevant to their major research paper/project or thesis. When appropriate, other skills or courses (e.g., statistics) may be required in addition to the course requirements.
3. Colloquia
All students are required to attend non-credit colloquia scheduled each year in which guests and students present material of common interest.
4. Thesis
A thesis or thesis project which demonstrates the student’s ability to do original research. After formal submission of the thesis, an oral examination, normally centred on the thesis and matters related to it, is held.
MA Degree by Research Paper
Candidates for the MA degree by research paper must fulfil the following requirements:

1. Courses
Six half-courses, or equivalent, chosen from those offered by the
Graduate Program in Dance. Of these, students are required to take Dance 5200 3.0 and Dance 5300 3.0. Two additional half courses are selected from the current program offerings, and a further two half courses are selected from the program offerings or from a cognate area. 

2. Language 
There is no foreign language requirement for the MA in Dance but a candidate’s supervisor or supervisory committee may require the candidate to demonstrate a reading knowledge of such languages as are necessary to enable them to use the major primary and secondary sources relevant to their major research paper/project or thesis. When appropriate, other skills or courses (e.g., statistics) may be required in addition to the course requirements. 
3. Colloquia 
All students are required to attend non-credit colloquia scheduled each year in which guests and students present material of common interest. 
4. Research Paper 
Candidates must undertake research under the direction of a Dance graduate program faculty member on an approved topic and write a substantive research paper incorporating this research. The paper is evaluated by the faculty member directing the research and by a second reader appointed by the Graduate Program Director. 
MA Degree by Coursework 
Candidates for the MA degree by coursework must complete a total of ten three-credit courses or equivalent: 
1. Courses Six three-credit courses chosen from those offered by the Graduate Program in Dance (Dance 5200 3.0 and Dance 5300 3.0 plus four additional three-credit courses).
2. Cognate Two three-credit courses or equivalent from approved cognate fields at the graduate level. 
3. Elective Two three-credit courses or equivalent at the graduate level in dance or at the graduate level in an approved cognate field. 
4. Language There is no foreign language requirement for the coursework option.
5. Colloquia All students are required to attend non-credit colloquia scheduled each year in which guests and students present material of common interest.
	Master of Arts in Dance
The Master of Arts in Dance is a 3-term program offering the study of dance through historical research, critical writing, ethnography, and movement analysis. Graduates from the program can use their degree towards admission to a doctoral program in Dance or be involved immediately in teaching, writing, research, dance curatorship, and work in libraries, archives, museums, dance companies, and art councils and organizations.
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
Candidates should hold an honours degree (or equivalent) with a B standing and should have a background in dance studies or a related area such as music, theatre, history, philosophy, anthropology, sociology or folklore. Students lacking sufficient dance background may be asked to enrol in a qualifying year prior to entering the program. Applications are evaluated on the basis of transcripts, three letters of reference, a 500-word statement on research and career objectives and a sample of past written work.
DEGREE REQUIREMENTS
Students may complete the MA degree by taking  a total of 24.0 credits as explained below: 
1. Required Courses (12.0 credits):
GS/DANC 5200 3.00 Research Methods;
GS/DANC 5300 3.00 Methods and Materials for Movement Observation;
GS/DANC 5210/5211/5213/5214 3.00 Selected Topics in Dance Studies;
GS/DANC 5345 3.00, Issues in Canadian Dance
2. Electives Within the Department of Dance (6.0 credits):
GS/DANC 5212 3.00 Field Placement;
GS/DANC 5221 3.00 The Interactive Stage: Explorations in Electronically Mediated Performance; 
GS/DANC 5225 3.00 Choreography; GS/DANC 5310 3.00 Dance Writing; GS/DANC 5231 3.00 Dance, Gender, and Sexuality; 
GS/DANC 5260 3.00 Dance Video and Intermedial Performance; 
GS/DANC 5270 3.00 Lighting Design for Dance; 
GS/DANC 53303.00 Anthropology of Dance in Canada; 
GS/DANC 5340 3.00 Topics in Historical or Cultural Dance Styles; 
GS/DANC 5350 3.00 Theory and Practice in Dance Dramaturgy; 
GS/DANC 5900 3.00 Imaging the Arts: Interdisciplinary Collaborations
3. Electives Outside the Department of Dance (6.0 credits):
Two half courses or Equivalent from an Approved Cognate Field
In addition, students are required to: 
1. Attend non-credit colloquia scheduled each year in which guests and students present material of common interest.
2. Undertake research under the direction of a Dance graduate program faculty member on an approved topic and write a substantive research paper incorporating this research. This paper will be initiated as a proposal in the fall term, further developed in the winter, and completed in the summer. In GS/DANC 5345 3.00, which will be offered in the summer as a culminating course, this research will be submitted as a final paper and presented in a mock conference.



































	
APPENDIX A:

	MA in Dance Curriculum Mapping

	The program learning outcomes the courses contribute to, and at what level, are identified by using the following rubric: I if the outcome is simply introduced in the course; D if the outcome is developed in the course, but not achieved; or A if the outcome is applied in the course and achieved. (Note: None of the courses have prerequisites and most are done simultaneously, except for 5200 that should be taken in the fall term and for 5345, which is a capstone course that students need to take in the final, summer term.)

	Program Learning Outcomes
	Courses / Program Requirements

	 
	5200 Research
Methods
	5300 Methods and
Materials for Movement 
Observation
	5210/5211/
5212/5213/5214
Selected Topics
in Dance Studies 
	5345 
Issues in Canadian
Dance
	Electives 
within
Dance
	Electives 
outside
Dance

	1. Depth and breadth of knowledge
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	a) Define and identify relevant methodological approaches, key theoretical lenses and debates in the field of dance studies across a range of dance forms, and apply this understanding to one’s own research and writing 
	I
	D 
	D 
	 A
	D
	D

	2. Research & Scholarship
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	a) Apply a range of methodologies to their research and writing, including historical, ethnographic, and movement analysis through course assignments 
	I 
	
	D
	A
	D
	

	b) Employ movement analysis and observation in their research
	I
	A
	
	
	
	

	c) Discriminate among key contributors to theoretical constructs in the field of dance studies such as critical pedagogy, gender studies, feminism, globalization, diaspora, etc. through course work assignments and individual research projects
	I
	
	D
	A
	D
	

	3. Level of application of knowledge
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	a) Locate and evaluate primary and secondary source materials related to historical, educational, and/or ethnographic research 
	D
	D
	A
	
	A
	        A

	b) Assess and critique various theoretical concepts developed and/or applied by others 
	D
	D
	D
	A
	D
	D

	c) Synthesize core theoretical concepts and ideas from multiple authors and put these ideas into conversation in a clear, organized manner 
	       I
	D
	D
	A
	D
	D

	4. Professional capacity/ autonomy
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	a) Commit to academic integrity as well as to ethics around the use of human participants in research by fulfilling requirements specified in the university research ethics protocol
	A
	
	
	
	
	

	b) Discriminate and choose among professional publications and associations in dance studies as well as in additional fields relevant to individual research interests
	I
	D
	D
	A
	D
	D

	c) Develop a research proposal
	A 
	
	
	
	
	

	d) Complete papers in a timely manner
	A
	A
	A
	A
	A
	A

	5. Level of communication skills
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	a) Create and develop abstracts and proposals 
	 A
	 
	
	
	
	

	b) Present oral and/or electronic presentations in class (with opportunities to present work at student conferences) 
	 A
	 A
	A 
	 A
	 A
	A 

	c) Participate in in-class discussions and offer feedback on peer presentations 
	 A
	A 
	A 
	A 
	 A
	 A

	d) Adopt and effectively defend an argument and/or position in class discussions as well as in written submissions
	I
	D
	D
	A
	D
	D

	6. Awareness of Limits of Knowledge
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	a) Listen respectfully to the opinions expressed by others and demonstrate the ability to reflect critically on one’s personal position and presentations 
	 A
	 A
	 A
	 A
	 A
	 A

	b) Participate productively in peer editing and peer evaluation exercises 
	 A
	 A
	 A
	A 
	A 
	 A
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January 21, 2013

Faculty of Graduate Studies
Academic Affairs

Dear Members of the Committee,

1 arm happy to write in support of the Graduate Program in Dance Studies' proposal for &
major mocdfication of their MA in Dance Studies from a S-term degree to a 3-temn
degree, | am aware that the program has been exploring this option for some time, in
response to shifting expectations of graduate degrees from students as wel as from the
field at large. The rationale provided is clearly articulated, Offering a 3-term degree will
acknowledge the MA's status as the preliminary step toward doctoral studies or as
preparation for a professional career in arts education, archive work, administratior,
etc. In addition, the program anticipates that the shorter length of the proposed MA will
make the program more com petitive, therefore attracting more potertial candidates,
The 3-term MA has the added benefit of addressing the challenges associated with
small unit; replacing MRPS and theses with course wark at the Master’s level will enable
the relatively madest number of faculty members to focus on doctoral supervisions,

The structure of the degree is altered only minimally. The two required courses and the
range of other gracuate level Dance courses are well established, and breadth is
achieved through cognate courses. The students in the proposed modified MA wil
continue to be expected to conduct research and to complete a larger research paper in
their final term of study.

I find the modifications to be pragmatic as well as academically sound, and | offer my
full support.

sincerely,

/ Sl S

Norma Sue Fisher Stitt




