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Change to Program/Graduate Diploma Academic Requirements Proposal Form
The following information is required for all proposals involving a minor modification to program/graduate diploma academic requirements. To facilitate the review/approval process, please use the headings below (and omit the italicized explanations below each heading).

1. Program/Graduate Diploma:  Master of Design (MDES)

2. Effective Session of Proposed Change(s): Fall 2019

3. Proposed Change(s) and Rationale
The description of and rationale for the proposed modification(s) should provide information with respect to each of the following points:

a) A description of the proposed modification(s) and rationale, including alignment with academic plans.

The fall and winter studio sequence of year 1 forms the core experience of the MDes program. Currently, our two graduate studios are insufficiently structured to accommodate a number of applicants. These applicants have undergraduate degrees in a non-design related field but are choosing to change careers and wish to bypass an undergraduate degree in graphic design. This educational trend has been a consistent issue throughout North American and European graduate design programs.

In order to meet this challenge and broaden our pool of accepted applicants, we have decided to revise our graduate program to include a more structured experience for all students. The Fall semester MDes studio (formerly “Studio 1”) will focus on graphic design practice as an engagement with culture and criticism, and the Winter semester MDes studio (formerly “Studio 2”) will focus on user-centred approaches and systems of information design. This new sequence of studio experience is still sufficiently adaptive to allow advanced graphic design students to pursue more sophisticated interests.

b) An outline of the changes to requirements and the associated learning outcomes/objectives, including how the proposed requirements will support the achievement of program/graduate diploma learning objectives. Additionally, please append the graduate program’s existing learning outcomes as a separate document.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Note that the total number of credits has not changed. Graduate Seminar Design 5017 (1.5) and Graduate Seminar Design 5018 (1.5) are being replaced by a new methods course, Disciplinary Research Methods in Design (3.0). It will be the first of a sequence of two design research methods courses within the curriculum. This first course addresses design practice as research, supporting the studio course, MDES 5108 Design Studio: Culture and Criticism, while the second in the methods sequence, User-centred Design Research Methods, will support MDES 5109 Design Studio: Users and Information. By providing two divergent yet cohesive experiences of practice, we expect to more fully prepare students to meet the demands of future practice.

c) An overview of the consultation undertaken with relevant academic units and an assessment of the impact of the modifications on other programs/graduate diplomas. 
Where and as appropriate, the proposal must include statements from the relevant program/graduate diplomas confirming consultation/support.

The changes were circulated among all members of the Master of Design Program. A meeting was held September 12 for discussion and again September 26, 2018 at which time the changes were put forward in a motion. The vote was in favour of accepting the changes.

d) A summary of any resource implications and how they are being addressed. 
Attention should be paid to whether the proposed changes will be supported by a reallocation of existing resources or if new/additional resources are required. If new/additional resources are required, the proposal must include a statement from the relevant Dean(s)/Principal.

No additional resources are required.

e) A summary of how students currently enrolled in the program/graduate diploma will be accommodated.

Students will be able to take the replacement course for similar credit.

4. Calendar Copy
Using the following two-column format, provide a copy of the relevant program/graduate diploma requirements as they will appear in the FGS Calendar - http://gradstudies.yorku.ca/current-students/regulations/program-requirements/.
Please note:  Senate requires that FULL Calendar copy be provided.  Please include the entire graduate program/diploma section, not just text that is being revised.
Please clearly and visibly indicate how graduate program/graduate diploma information has been changed using strikethrough (left column), bold, underlining, colours, etc. (right column).

	Existing Program/Graduate Diploma Information
(change from)
	Proposed Program/Graduate Diploma Information
(change to)

	DEGREE REQUIREMENTS
The Master of Design degree requires the equivalent of five terms of full-time study. 
Laying the foundation in first-year, the curriculum includes classroom study in the foundations of theory, research, methods and issues, all in support of studio practice. By drawing upon university wide electives, the curriculum is designed to stimulate and encourage the students to share insights, information and ideas across their interests. Students pursue individual goals, discover new modes of practice and gain design experience—culminating in a practice-oriented graduate thesis in the second year. 
Master of Design by Thesis
1. Courses
Students must successfully complete a total of 21 credits:

Design 5101 3.0: Design Theory and Criticism 
Design 5104 3.0: Design Research Methods 
Design 5016 1.5: Graduate Seminar: Design 
Design 5017 1.5: Graduate Seminar: Design 
Design 5108 3.0: Design Studio 1 
Design 5109 3.0: Design Studio 2 

Two elective courses (normally completed by the end of the fourth term): in order to encourage the development of an individual program of study, each student must select and successfully complete two electives. 

Elective requirements are satisfied by courses chosen from among the offerings of other graduate programs at York University (with permission from both programs), or from the list of Graduate Program in Design elective courses. 

Only one elective may be chosen from:
Design 5102 3.0: Design Issues and Critical Making; 
Design 5402 3.0: Type in Motion;
Design 5403 3.0: Advanced Topics in Interactivity Design 
5404 3.0: Design Studies Seminar;
Design 5405 3.0: Book Design;
Design 5407 3.0: Corporate Identity Design;
Design 5408 3.0: Information Design 4;
Design 5409 3.0: Building a Discipline, or
Design 5412 3.0: Design Management. 

2. Thesis 

In fulfilment of Master of Design degree requirements, students complete a thesis project (the format and media of the final project will vary), as well as a thesis support paper of 20–40 pages (approximately 5,000–10,000 words). Both the MDes thesis project and the thesis support paper are defended at the final oral examination. In addition to the thesis project and support paper, continuing students are required to display their progress through public presentations of the thesis proposal, and thesis-in-progress presentations each fall and winter semester. 
	DEGREE REQUIREMENTS
The Master of Design degree requires the equivalent of five terms of full-time study. 
Laying the foundation in first-year, the curriculum includes classroom study in the foundations of theory, research, methods and issues, all in support of studio practice. By drawing upon university wide electives, the curriculum is designed to stimulate and encourage the students to share insights, information and ideas across their interests. Students pursue individual goals, discover new modes of practice and gain design experience—culminating in a practice-oriented graduate thesis in the second year. 
Master of Design by Thesis
1. Courses
Students must successfully complete a total of 21 credits:

Design 5101 3.0: Design Theory and Criticism
Design 5104 3.0: User-centred Design Research Methods
Design 5107 3.0: Disciplinary Research Methods in Design
Design 5108 3.0: Design Studio: Culture and Criticism
Design 5109 3.0: Design Studio: Users and Information

Two elective courses (normally completed by the end of the fourth term): in order to encourage the development of an individual program of study, each student must select and successfully complete two electives. 

Elective requirements are satisfied by courses chosen from among the offerings of other graduate programs at York University (with permission from both programs), or from the list of Graduate Program in Design elective courses. 

Only one elective may be chosen from:
Design 5102 3.0: Design Issues and Critical Making; 
Design 5402 3.0: Type in Motion;
Design 5403 3.0: Advanced Topics in Interactivity 
Design 5404 3.0: Design Studies Seminar;
Design 5405 3.0: Book Design;
Design 5407 3.0: Corporate Identity Design;
Design 5408 3.0: Data Visualization Design;
Design 5409 3.0: Building a Discipline;
Design 5412 3.0: Design Management, or
Design 5414 3.0: Interactive Objects and Environments.

2. Thesis 

In fulfilment of Master of Design degree requirements, students complete a thesis project (the format and media of the final project will vary), as well as a thesis support paper of 20–40 pages (approximately 5,000–10,000 words). Both the MDes thesis project and the thesis support paper are defended at the final oral examination. In addition to the thesis project and support paper, continuing students are required to display their progress through public presentations of the thesis proposal, and thesis-in-progress presentations each fall and winter semester. 


Please submit completed forms and required supporting documentation by email to the Coordinator, Faculty Governance– fgsgovrn@yorku.ca 
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