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Change to Program/Graduate Diploma Academic Requirements Proposal Form
1. Program/Graduate Diploma: English
2. Effective Session of Proposed Change(s): Fall 2019
3. Proposed Change(s) and Rationale
a) A description of the proposed modification(s) and rationale, including alignment with academic plans.
English 5050 is a traditional literary bibliography skills course, taught for the last 25 years by Prof. Lesley Higgins. It runs for six weeks at the beginning of the Fall term, is graded pass/fail, and has units on scholarly editing (one week); history of the book (2 weeks); book production (one week); editorial practices (one week). A further week devoted to research methods and skills has generally been led by Ms. Lisa Sloniowski, the English Department’s librarian.

After extensive consultation within the Graduate Program in English, including a “task force” that consulted all FT faculty members and students in 2017-18, we decided a course devoted to research methods was needed, organized around the theory and practice of the archive. The new course, English 6000 Literary Research Methods, focuses on digitized archives and other kinds of on-line research platforms, with the objective of developing the specialized skill sets needed to use them. We consulted with Ms. Sloniowski, who was keen to prepare a course to meet the specialized research needs of students enrolled in graduate programs in English. The new Literary Research Methods course will introduce students to the research and writing resources needed for literary study, to methods for interrogating those resources, and to the kinds of scholarly communication relevant to careers as scholars and as general researchers. It will situate literary research methods within those of other disciplines, with the goal of helping students begin to understand how humanities research and scholarship differ from, and converge with, other fields of disciplinary inquiry in the social sciences, fine arts, and sciences. This course meets our program needs most simply in preparing students to do research and to use the software programs (such as Zotero) essential for preparing bibliographies and other specialized research documents.  
b) An outline of the changes to requirements and the associated learning outcomes/objectives, including how the proposed requirements will support the achievement of program/graduate diploma learning objectives.  Additionally, please append the graduate program’s existing learning outcomes as a separate document.
There are no new requirements. The course will replace the existing Bibliography course, English 5050. Like that course, it will be graded pass/fail, and it is still six weeks. The assignments within the course will shift, however, to support the new learning objectives. Where English 5050 asked for one large annotated bibliography, such as a student would prepare for a term paper or Major Research Project, the new Methods course includes two to three short assignments to be prepared in the library and/or the archives and employing specialized software. Class time will support this work. The assignments are designed to familiarize students with the sets of research skills and methods required by distinct platforms, and will be involve working with both physical archives, archived documents, and digital databases. 

The course will support and develop the research skills now required for graduate work in English literature and the humanities more generally. It is not a course in literary criticism or in critical methods. The regular GPE course curriculum includes every year a 6.0 literary theory survey designed to teach the history and range of theoretical and critical methods employed in the analysis of literary texts and their contexts. 

Learning Objectives

—This course will give students a broad sense of the wide range of available literary research methods, and of how they both relate to and constitute their fields of knowledge. —Students will learn how to situate themselves and their work within contemporary methods discourses.
—Students will acquire an overarching awareness of the kinds of research tools used in literary studies and acquire some familiarity in using and evaluating them. Students will learn of the conceptual and epistemological issues at stake in the catalogue/database/archive – for example, as representations of constitutive ideas about knowledge.

· Students will gain a sense of the different types of academic writing as well as become familiar with tools for writing longer manuscripts and managing bibliographic data.

· Students will gain an enriched understanding of “the archive” both in the sense of the archival turn in literary theory as well as in the more practical and material sense of familiarity with archives and how they work in relation to, and are distinct from, libraries. 

· Students will study emerging methods in the digital humanities from a critical perspective, and their relationship to methods of textual criticism such as literary editing.

· To consider the impact of the digital on literary studies, and in scholarly communication more generally.

—To learn of the nature and importance of scholarly networks in humanistic inquiry as well as the changing perspectives around collaboration and authorship

c) An overview of the consultation undertaken with relevant academic units and an assessment of the impact of the modifications on other programs/graduate diplomas. 
Where and as appropriate, the proposal must include statements from the relevant program/graduate diplomas confirming consultation/support.
There will be little to no impact on other graduate programs or graduate diplomas. We have consulted with the Dean of Libraries, Joy Kirchner, however. There is a possibility that the Library may decide to offer workshops and practicums such as this to other graduate programs as required, and perhaps to pool resources, offering a workshop or course to a couple of units at once, for example, but that is for the Library to address in future plans. We would be happy to participate in such a collaborative effort. Dean Kirchner did send a letter of support with the NCP for English 6000 and she did also confirm Ms. Sloniowski’s availability to teach it. 

d) A summary of any resource implications and how they are being addressed. 
Attention should be paid to whether the proposed changes will be supported by a reallocation of existing resources or if new/additional resources are required. If new/additional resources are required, the proposal must include a statement from the relevant Dean(s)/Principal.
The Graduate Program in English will not require any additional resources to offer the course. We have asked that Ms. Lisa Sloniowski, who has the relevant expertise, both design and teach the course. She has arranged with the Dean of Libraries, Joy Kirchner, to teach the course as part of her regular duties. If she cannot teach the course, because of sabbatical leave or for some other reason, there are other librarians who could step in. The Department of English was allocating a .25 release to Prof. Higgins to teach English 5050. If required the Department would allocate the same to the Librarian teaching English 6000. 

e) A summary of how students currently enrolled in the program/graduate diploma will be accommodated.
Students who entered the GPE in 2018 are required to take English 5050. Beginning in Fall 2019, new students who cannot demonstrate that they have already taken a Methods course will be required to take English 6000. 

4. Calendar Copy

Using the following two-column format, provide a copy of the relevant program/graduate diploma requirements as they will appear in the FGS Calendar - http://gradstudies.yorku.ca/current-students/regulations/program-requirements/.
Please note:  Senate requires that FULL Calendar copy be provided.  Please include the entire graduate program/diploma section, not just text that is being revised.
Please clearly and visibly indicate how graduate program/graduate diploma information has been changed using strikethrough (left column), bold, underlining, colours, etc. (right column).
	Existing Program/Graduate Diploma Information
(change from)
	Proposed Program/Graduate Diploma Information
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English

The Graduate Program in English at York University offers courses in the traditional periods and areas in English language and literature.  Fields within the program are Medieval, Renaissance, Restoration and Eighteenth Century, Romantic, Victorian, Modern, Contemporary, Canadian, American, Post-Colonial, Critical Theory, and Women and Literature.

Most courses offer interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary approaches to the study of literature, and so broaden and deepen students’ overall knowledge.  Candidates undertaking a thesis/dissertation are advised to then specialize in an area of concentration or research.  The subject need not, however, be related to the courses which the candidate is taking.  Generally, the aim of the program is to combine training in scholarly and critical skills with a broadly humanistic appreciation of the role of literature in society.

MASTER OF ARTS Program
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Graduates with an honours degree in English, or its equivalent, with a clear B+ average and at least a B+ in English and Humanities courses in the last two years of study may be admitted as candidates for the MA degree.  Preference is given to graduates with A+ and A averages, superior letters of recommendation, and compelling statements of interest and writing samples.

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS

MA Degree by Thesis
Candidates for the MA degree by thesis must fulfil the following requirements:

1.
Courses

12 credits or equivalent, chosen from offerings at the 6000-level by the Graduate Program in English.  With permission, up to 6 credits may be taken at the 6000-level in courses offered by another graduate program.

2.
Thesis and Oral Examination

Candidates must submit a thesis based on original research organized in appropriate thesis form.  It should demonstrate the candidate’s independence, originality, and understanding of the area of investigation.  Candidates should consult the MA Handbook  on the Graduate Program in English’s website for further details.  After the formal submission of the thesis, an oral examination conducted by an internal and external examiner and centred on the thesis and matters related to it, is held.

MA Degree by Research Paper
Candidates for the MA degree by research paper must fulfil the following requirements:

1. 
Courses

18 credits or equivalent, chosen from offerings at the 6000-level by the Graduate Program in English.  With permission, up to 6 credits may be taken at the 6000-level in courses offered by another graduate program.

2. 
Research Paper

Candidates must undertake research under the direction of an English graduate program faculty member on an approved topic and write an extensive research paper of about 60 pages, incorporating this research.  The paper will be graded by the faculty member directing the research and by a second reader.

MA Degree by Coursework

Candidates for the MA degree by coursework must fulfil the following requirements:

1.
Courses

24 credits or equivalent, chosen from offerings at the 6000-level by the Graduate Program in English.  With permission, up to 6 credits may be take at the 6000-level in courses offered by another graduate program.

COGNATE REQUIREMENTS

All candidates must give evidence of facility in bibliography and research methods.  To meet this requirement, candidates must attend the bibliography seminar which is graded pass/fail and is not for credit, or must submit proof of having completed a similar requirement elsewhere.

The seminar consists of fifteen seminar hours of bibliographical instruction and a written assignment.  The assignment is tied to one of the courses in which the student is registered, and is evaluated by the course director and by the leader of the bibliography seminar.

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY Program
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

The normal qualification for admission to the PhD program is the York MA degree in English or its equivalent with at least a B+ average and undergraduate provisions as required for the master’s degree.  Candidates will be expected to enter with a reasonable knowledge of the full range of studies in English literature and language.

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS

Candidates for the doctoral degree must fulfil the following requirements:

1. 
Courses

Successful completion of 18 credits, or equivalent, of which normally at least 12 credits are taken in the PhD I year, and the remaining in the PhD II year.  Remaining credits should be completed by end of the PhD II year.  With permission, up to 6 credits may be taken at the 6000-level in courses offered by another graduate program within or outside York University.

All PhD candidates are required to demonstrate some acquaintance with pre-1798 writing.  This may be done either:

a)
by presenting evidence of successful completion of a full course, or equivalent, based on pre-1798 writings at the MA level, 
or, 

b)
by successful completion of at least 3 credits based on pre-1798 writings during the PhD I or PhD II years.
2. 
Comprehensive Examinations

Before embarking upon the writing of a dissertation, candidates must pass a major field examination and a dissertation sub-fields examination.  Examination regulations are outlined in the program handbook available on the Graduate Program in English website.  The examinations are given in May, September, and December each year.

Candidates take the first of these examinations before the end of term five, in the second year, and the second examination normally follows by the end of term seven, in the third year.  Candidates are required to pass written and oral examinations in the major field examination and an oral examination only in the dissertation sub-field.  The examinations are assessed by specialists in the field.  Candidates will be expected to demonstrate a sophisticated familiarity with the corpus of texts comprising the field, together with its history and salient critical issues (or, when appropriate, to display a sophisticated mastery of methodological practice).  The examiners’ assessment, including any conditions that they impose, are conveyed by the chief examiner to the candidate.  Conditions may involve retaking part of the examination, or taking additional courses in the PhD III year, or both. Students may try the comprehensive examinations two times only; two failures requires withdrawal from the program.

3. 
Dissertation Proposal Workshop

The material objective of this mandatory, pass/fail workshop is the production by each student of a dissertation proposal.  While format may vary, students’ proposal drafts are the focal texts each week for critical discussion.  The workshop does not seek to circumvent or override committee supervision and requires supervisory committees to work with students as they draft their proposals in the seminar.  The educational objective of the seminar is the development of a thought/writing process specific to proposing critical ideas in an academic format.  Students are encouraged to write a clear and sufficiently detailed proposal outlining the topic, the context(s) in which it arises, the theory and methodology sustaining its research and elaboration, and its contribution to the field.  The workshop also aims to have students internalise a form and logic of proposing intellectual ideas, their development and appropriate research methods, and the implications of those ideas for other purposes, such as grant applications, post-doctoral fellowships, and book prospectuses.

4.
Dissertation and Oral Examination

After their examinations and the dissertation proposal workshop, candidates must conduct a research study and report the results in appropriate dissertation form.  Candidates should consult the PhD Handbook available on the Graduate Program in English website for further details.  After the formal submission of the dissertation, approved by the supervisory committee, an oral examination centred on the dissertation and matters related to it, is held.  The examination is conducted by an external and an internal examiner, a representative of the Dean of Graduate Studies, and the supervisory committee.

5. 
Professional Workshops Program

Participation in this non-credit course is mandatory for all doctoral students.  At strategic points in their doctoral studies, candidates will attend workshops focusing on topics relevant to their intellectual and professional development.  New students will enrol in the PhD Workshops Program at the same time as they register for their first courses.  Before graduating, students must attend nine different workshops:

i.
applying for funding;

ii.
current intellectual issues;

iii.
comprehensive examination;

iv. 
professionalization I:  presenting at conferences and getting published;

v. 
writing the dissertation proposal and research methods;

vi. 
teaching strategies I:  lecturing;

vii. 
teaching strategies II:  course design;

viii. 
professionalization II: applying for jobs and postdoctoral fellowships;

ix. 
the interview process.

The Professional Workshops Program is designed to help students complete their doctoral studies in an informed, timely and productive fashion.  Each workshop is offered once a year.  The PhD Workshops Program Coordinator advises students how to schedule their attendance effectively.  As well, the Coordinator informs people about upcoming workshops and maintains the record of students’ attendance.  Registration at each workshop consists of signing in for the session and completing an exit survey.

LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS

Any student of English Literature beyond the MA level must have some working competence (reading comprehension/translation) in one language other than English.  By the end of their fifth term, all PhD students are required to demonstrate a reading knowledge of French (or of a language other than English demonstrably relevant to their approved course of study) in either of two ways: 

(a) passing the program’s translation exam; or,

(b) successful completion of the graduate courses French 5712 3.0: French Reading Course for Academic Purposes (Basic) and French 5713 3.0: French Reading Course for Academic Purposes (Intermediate).

GRADUATE DIPLOMA IN WORLD LITERATURE
Please see the World Literature graduate diploma section in this Calendar.
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