All PhD students are required to pass two qualifying examinations, each of which has a different deadline and objective.
Major Field
The Major Field examinations can be taken in areas defined by period, nation, genre, or special subject. One’s “Major Field” should be thought of as “the literature in which one wants to specialise and about which one will have something of significance to say/write.” It holds much of the literature one will teach and continue to study over the length of a career. A “Major Field” is one’s ground.
MAJOR FIELD READING LISTS
There are basic reading lists for fields available in the Programme Office. These basic lists may be modified to suit the interests of individual candidates. A substitution of 20% is permitted for all reading lists for the purposes of tailoring the lists to the interests of the student and for working around texts the student may already know well. Such substitutions are to be determined by agreement between the candidate and the candidate's Chief Examiner and are subject to approval by the Graduate Study Committee.
PERIOD
[bookmark: _GoBack](mainly, but not only, British):
Medieval Literature (to 1500) 
Renaissance Literature (1485 to 1660)  
Restoration & 18th Century Literature (1642 to 1798) 
Romantic Literature (1789 to 1840)  
Victorian Literature (1832 to 1901)  
Modern Literature (1885 to 1950)
Contemporary Literature (1945 to present)
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NATION
Canadian Literature
Postcolonial & Diasporic Literature
U.S. Literature Before 1900 
U.S. Literature After 1900 
SUBJECT
Theory 
Drama 
Poetry 
Prose Narrative 
Students begin reading for their Major Field in their first term and take the examination in their sixth term.  They prepare for the examination by working with a specialist supervisor in the field, meeting from time to time as agreed to discuss the works on a prepared reading list.
EXAMINATIONS IN THE FIRST FIELD
Candidates take the Major Field examination in Term 5 (end of winter term, Year II). The examination has two parts, written and oral. The written exam comprises two half-day sittings and is followed, normally within one week, by a two-hour oral examination. In the examination, candidates will be expected to demonstrate comprehensive knowledge of the designated field as well as an original, critical understanding of the field and its constitutive texts. The written examination contains questions concerning generic, historical, critical, and theoretical issues pertinent to the field. The oral examination comprises questions formulated in relation to the candidate’s written answers. Impromptu follow-up questions ensue. Generally candidates are asked to move from their written responses to other texts on the list, so as to demonstrate truly comprehensive knowledge.
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Students begin reading for their Major Field in their first term and take the examination in their sixth term.  They prepare for the examination by working with a specialist supervisor in the field, meeting from time to time as agreed to discuss the works on a prepared reading list.
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