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New Course Proposal Form
1.	Program:  English

2.	Course Number: 6000

3.	Credit Value: 0.0 (pass/fail)

4.	Long Course Title:  Literary Research Methods

5.	Short Course Title: Literary Research Methods

6.	Effective Session: Fall 2019

7.	Calendar (Short) Course Description: 
Situating literary research methods in the context of those of other disciplines, this course is designed to introduce new graduate students in English department to conceptual and methodological frameworks which characterize literary scholarship; how to perform literature reviews; specialized research and writing resources; critical methods for interrogating those resources; and relevant, emerging issues in scholarly communication. 

8.	Expanded Course Description: 
Literary Research Methods is required six-week, pass/fail course integrating active and collaborative research assignments. It is designed to introduce new MA and PhD students to the conceptual and methodological frameworks which characterize literary scholarship, and to both comprehensive and focused literature reviews. Students will be introduced to the specialized research and writing resources needed for literary study, methods for interrogating those resources, and emerging issues in scholarly communication relevant to their careers as scholars and researchers. We will situate literary research methods in the context of those of other disciplines, with the goal of helping students begin to understand how humanities research and scholarship differ from, and converge with, other fields of disciplinary inquiry in the social sciences, fine arts, and sciences. Students will also be introduced to emerging digital humanities research methods from a critical perspective, as well as to the field of literary editing. Guest lectures and workshops will be provided by faculty members in the GPE, as well as archivists and librarians. 

As this is a pass/fail requirement, required reading will be no more than one or two essays per week. Students will engage in hands-on research workshops in the library, in the archives, and on computer databases. 

9.	Course Learning Outcomes:
1) This course will develop a broad sense of the wide range of available literary research methods, and of how they both relate to and constitute their fields of knowledge, and how to situate themselves and their work within contemporary methods discourses.

2) An overarching awareness of the kind of research tools used in literary studies and acquire some familiarity in using and evaluating them. Students will learn of the conceptual and epistemological issues at stake in the catalogue/database/archive – for example, as representations of hegemonic ideas about knowledge.

3) A sense of different types of academic writing as well as becoming familiar with tools for writing longer manuscripts and managing bibliographic data.

4) An enriched understanding of “the archive” both in the sense of the archival turn in literary theory as well as in the more practical and material sense of familiarity with archives and how they work in relation to, and distinct from, libraries. 

5) A study of emerging methods in the digital humanities from a critical perspective, and their relationship to methods of textual criticism such as literary editing.

6) To consider the impact of the digital on literary studies, and in scholarly communication more generally.

7) An examination of the nature and importance of scholarly networks in humanistic inquiry as well as on changing perspectives around collaboration and authorship.

10. Rationale: 
This new course emerges in response to the results of the Cyclical Program Review and aims to provide practical skills for new graduate students which are also transferrable beyond academe. In addition, the course will weave theoretical conceptual frameworks alongside the practical and give students the tools to think critically about research processes, infrastructures, and networks in the humanities and how they relate to the methods of other disciplines

11.	Evaluation: 
There will be two assignments in the course. The first one is divided into two assignments, one for the MA students and one for the PhD students. As this is a pass/fail course I am not weighting the assignments in terms of grade percentage. 

Assignment 1
For MA students. Produce an annotated bibliography of key works relevant to a term paper or your Major Research Project. Use the library’s research resources to find items and use Zotero to generate your bibliography. Document the tools you used, the search strategies used in the tools, and any critical thoughts you might have on the limitations of the tools you used or the search strategies you employed. (no more than 5 pages) 

For PhD students: draft a grant proposal highlighting the practical and theoretical innovations your work represents. Document your ideas by situating them within current research and scholarly debates. Attach a targeted bibliography of key works in the field, demonstrating how your work intervenes in an ongoing dialogue and the received methods of research. 

Assignment 2
Choose an author, artist, or historical figure (perhaps one whose papers are held in York’s archives and special collections) who lacks a Wikipedia page, or whose entry is insufficient. Using the library’s research resources, gather biographical and scholarly information on this person and then update the Wikipedia entry. Write a 2-3 page summary of your search strategy – sources and keyword strategies used, as well as your editorial experience with Wikipedia.  (learning outcome: demonstrates the student can use literary research tools and write for a wide and general audience)

Students are expected to attend and participate in all 6 classes except in the case of emergency. Missing more than one class will result in failure of the course.  

11.	Integrated Courses: 
N/A

12.	Crosslisted Courses: 
N/A
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13.	Faculty Resources: 
Lisa Sloniowski. Stacy Allison Cassin. Scott McLaren. David Goldstein. 

This course will be offered every fall. 

14.	Physical Resources: 
A classroom will be required with internet, computer, projector and screen. In addition we will make use of the library classrooms/labs. 
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