Changes to Thesis and Dissertation – Oral Examination

Current location: http://gradstudies.yorku.ca/current-students/thesis-dissertation/oral-examination/ 

Rationale:

Due to the increased availability of electronic journals, books and the new Electronic Theses and Dissertations submission protocol, a decision was reached in early 2014 to phase out printing subsidies provided by York University Libraries to graduate students over a three-year period. Additionally, in 2017, continuing graduate students were permitted to carry forward any unused printing credits from 2016-17 until August 31, 2018. Due to the recent labour disruption and subsequent remediation activities, unused printing credits were again extended until December 31, 2018. 

During this time, the broader campus community has been encouraged to print sparingly and to further adopt digital scholarship practices in an effort to reduce waste and promote sustainability. The University also continues to provide staff support as well as bursaries to cover printing costs for students who require hard copy materials for academic accommodation reasons.

This proposal seeks to align the University’s commitment to improved environmental stewardship and sustainability with the Faculty of Graduate Studies’ Thesis and Dissertation regulations.

	Existing Calendar Copy (Change From):
	Proposed Calendar Copy (Change To):

	
Scheduling of Master’s Thesis Oral Exams >
Number and Nature of Thesis Copies Required for an Oral Exam >
Nature of Copies

The student is responsible for ensuring that all members of the exam committee have a paper copy of the thesis, unless prior approval has been received for the submission of an e-copy. (If e-copies are submitted for the oral exam, the pagination and formatting of each page of the e-copies and the paper copies must match.)

For a complex electronic thesis, the student is responsible for ensuring that all members of the exam committee have a paper copy of the written component of the thesis, unless prior approval has been received for the submission of an e-copy. (If e-copies are submitted for the oral exam, the pagination and formatting of each page of the e-copies and the paper copies must match.) For the remaining component of the work, it is the student’s responsibility to ensure that the work produced for the thesis can be examined by the examining committee. Students producing a multimedia thesis should consult with the Theses Canada Portal on the Library and Archives Canada website for advice on formats supportable for preservation. However, a student may work in/submit work in an unsupported format as part of the oral exam as long as the work is readily accessible by the exam committee and the student submits a written component.

For a multimodal thesis, the student is responsible for ensuring that all members of the exam committee have a paper copy of the written component of the thesis, unless prior approval has been received for the submission of an e-copy. (If e-copies are submitted for the oral exam, the pagination and formatting of each page of the e-copies and the paper copies must match.) For the remaining component of the work, it is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements for the exam committee to view/engage in the non-written component.

	
Scheduling of Master’s Thesis Oral Exams >
Number and Nature of Thesis Copies Required for an Oral Exam >
Nature of Copies

The student is responsible for ensuring that all members of the exam committee have an e-copy of the thesis, unless prior approval has been received for the submission of a paper copy. (If paper copies are submitted for the oral exam, the pagination and formatting of each page of the paper copies and the e-copies must match.)

For a complex electronic thesis, the student is responsible for ensuring that all members of the exam committee have an e-copy of the written component of the thesis, unless prior approval has been received for the submission of a paper copy. (If paper copies are submitted for the oral exam, the pagination and formatting of each page of the paper copies and the e-copies must match.) For the remaining component of the work, it is the student’s responsibility to ensure that the work produced for the thesis can be examined by the examining committee. Students producing a multimedia thesis should consult with the Theses Canada Portal on the Library and Archives Canada website for advice on formats supportable for preservation. However, a student may work in/submit work in an unsupported format as part of the oral exam as long as the work is readily accessible by the exam committee and the student submits a written component.

For a multimodal thesis, the student is responsible for ensuring that all members of the exam committee have an e-copy of the written component of the thesis, unless prior approval has been received for the submission of a paper copy. (If paper copies are submitted for the oral exam, the pagination and formatting of each page of the paper copies and the e-copies must match.) For the remaining component of the work, it is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements for the exam committee to view/engage in the non-written component.

Note: If an examining committee member requests a paper copy of the written component(s) of the thesis, it is the graduate program’s responsibility to make arrangements once an e-copy has been provided to the program by the student.
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The student is responsible for ensuring that all members of the exam committee have a paper copy of the dissertation, unless prior approval has been received for the submission of an e-copy. (If e-copies are submitted for the oral exam, the pagination and formatting of each page of the e-copies and the paper copies must match.)

For a complex electronic dissertation, the student is responsible for ensuring that all members of the exam committee have a paper copy of the written component of the dissertation, unless prior approval has been received for the submission of an e-copy. (If e-copies are submitted for the oral exam, the pagination and formatting of each page of the e-copies and the paper copies must match.) For the remaining component of the work, it is the student’s responsibility to ensure that the work produced for the dissertation can be examined by the examining committee. Students producing a multimedia dissertation should consult with the Theses Canada Portal on the Library and Archives Canada website for advice on formats supportable for preservation. However, a student may work in/submit work in an unsupported format as part of the oral exam as long as the work is readily accessible by the exam committee and the student submits a written component.

For a multimodal dissertation, the student is responsible for ensuring that all members of the exam committee have a paper copy of the written component of the dissertation, unless prior approval has been received for the submission of an e-copy. (If e-copies are submitted for the oral exam, the pagination and formatting of each page of the e-copies and the paper copies must match.) For the remaining component of the work, it is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements for the exam committee to view/engage in the non-written component.
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The student is responsible for ensuring that all members of the exam committee have an e-copy of the dissertation, unless prior approval has been received for the submission of a paper copy. (If paper copies are submitted for the oral exam, the pagination and formatting of each page of the paper copies and the e-copies must match.)

For a complex electronic dissertation, the student is responsible for ensuring that all members of the exam committee have an e-copy of the written component of the dissertation, unless prior approval has been received for the submission of a paper copy. (If paper copies are submitted for the oral exam, the pagination and formatting of each page of the paper copies and the e-copies must match.) For the remaining component of the work, it is the student’s responsibility to ensure that the work produced for the dissertation can be examined by the examining committee. Students producing a multimedia dissertation should consult with the Theses Canada Portal on the Library and Archives Canada website for advice on formats supportable for preservation. However, a student may work in/submit work in an unsupported format as part of the oral exam as long as the work is readily accessible by the exam committee and the student submits a written component.

For a multimodal dissertation, the student is responsible for ensuring that all members of the exam committee have an e-copy of the written component of the dissertation, unless prior approval has been received for the submission of a paper copy. (If paper copies are submitted for the oral exam, the pagination and formatting of each page of the paper copies and the e-copies must match.) For the remaining component of the work, it is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements for the exam committee to view/engage in the non-written component.
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