Updates to Regulations – Graduate Courses and Grading

Current location: https://gradstudies.yorku.ca/current-students/regulations/courses-grading/#grading, https://gradstudies.yorku.ca/current-students/regulations/courses-grading/#reporting, and https://gradstudies.yorku.ca/current-students/regulations/courses-grading/#academic 

Rationale:

With the approval of the new Policy on York University Grading Schemes, the Faculty of Graduate Studies must update its Graduate Courses and Grading regulations.

Upon publishing the Proposed Calendar Copy in advance of the Fall 2023 term, the Existing Calendar Copy will be accessible for the Grading System, Reporting of Grades, and Academic Standing sections of the FGS Regulations, respectively. This is to ensure that graduate students transitioning from the previous Grading System to the new Grading Scheme will have access to relevant regulations concerning their grades. Introductory text will preface this, approximating to: Prior to September 1, 2023, the following regulations for the Grading System, Reporting of Grades, and Academic Standing are applicable.
Graduate Courses and Grading

	Existing Calendar Copy (Change From):
	Proposed Calendar Copy (Change To):

	
Grading System

Grades will be awarded for every course in which a student is enrolled in accordance with the following system. The letter grade system is the fundamental system of assessment of course performance in graduate programs at York University. In courses where percentages are used as a means of reporting grades on individual pieces of work, the following conversion table is to be used in converting percentage grades to letter grades, unless alternative provisions for scaling and/or conversion are announced to students in writing within the first two weeks of classes.

ⓘ The percentages indicated are not part of the official grading scheme and are meant only to be used as guidelines.

	Grading System

	A+
	Exceptional
	90-100%

	A
	Excellent
	85-89%

	A-
	High
	80-84%

	B+
	Highly Satisfactory
	75-79%

	B
	Satisfactory
	70-74%

	C
	Conditional
	60-69%

	F
	Failure
	0-59%

	I
	Incomplete
	N/A



Note: Different grading systems and grading regulations apply in the graduate programs in the Schulich School of Business and the Graduate Program in Environmental Studies. Consult the appropriate calendar or handbook for more information.

Grades in Courses

Course directors must announce in writing, in each course within the first two weeks of classes, the nature and weighting of course assignments and their due dates, including, if applicable, assessment and/or grading requirements with respect to attendance and participation. In keeping with reporting dates, the expectation is that course assignments can normally be accomplished within the course period.

In exceptional circumstances, a previously announced marking scheme for a course may be changed, but only with the unanimous consent of students; the new marking scheme must also be distributed in written form.

Reporting of Grades

The grades for a course are considered official following approval by the home graduate program of the course. The Faculty of Graduate Studies may change a grade if the program director concerned reports a clerical error or if an appeal to the program results in a change of grade. Graduate course grades must be reported by the graduate program director to the Registrar’s Office by the following dates:

Fall Term: January 15 (3.0 or 6.0 credit course)
Fall/Winter and Winter Term: May 15 (3.0 or 6.0 credit course)
Summer Term: September 15 (3.0 or 6.0 credit course)

If a course grade or approved Incomplete is not reported to the Registrar’s Office within one month of the appropriate reporting date, the course will be assigned a grade of ‘F’.

Grade Reports

In addition to letter grades, the following course performance designations may be used on grade reports.

Incomplete:
When a student’s coursework is not completed and evaluated by the appropriate grade reporting dates, the award of ‘I’ may be approved by the program director. A grade of ‘I’ must be removed within two months of the reporting date for a half-course or within four months of the reporting date for a full-course. Extension of this time is possible only upon successful petition to the Faculty of Graduate Studies Petitions Committee. If the grade of ‘I’ is not removed by the end of the specified period, it will become a grade of ‘F’.

Withdrawal from Courses in Good Standing:
The symbol (W) (withdrew in good standing) will be recorded in place of a grade to indicate that a student was authorized to withdraw in good standing from a course, before or after the posted drop deadline.

Auditor:
Students wishing to attend courses without the requirement to complete course assignments and without the expectation that they will receive evaluation of participation in the course must register as auditors. Permission to audit a course must be approved by the instructor of the course and appropriate program director. Auditor status should be indicated at the time of enrollment in the course. For York University graduate diploma and degree students, changes from credit to auditor status are permitted, provided that not more than two-thirds of the course has been given. University and Faculty regulations and policies with respect to conduct apply to auditors.

Academic Standing

Combinations of ‘C’ Grades Which Require Withdrawal Unless Continued Registration is Recommended and Approved

A student who received in total any of the following combinations of grades for graduate courses may not continue to be registered in the Faculty of Graduate Studies and in a graduate program unless this continuation is recommended by the graduate program director concerned and approved by the Dean:

a. two C grades for 6.00 credit courses;
b. one C grade for a 6.00 credit course and one C grade for a 3.0 credit (or equivalent) course;
c. a total of three C grades for 3.0 credit (or equivalent) courses.

In no cases will grades be averaged.

Combination of ‘F’ and ‘C’ Grades Which Require Withdrawal

A student will be required to withdraw from a graduate program and registration in the Faculty of Graduate Studies will be terminated if the student receives in total for graduate courses, during enrolment at York University:

a. one F grade for a 6.00 credit course or two F grades for 3.0 credit (or equivalent) courses; or
b. one F grade for a 3.0 credit (or equivalent) course and one C grade for a 6.00 credit or 3.0 credit (or equivalent) course.

In no case will grades be averaged.

Note: The academic standing regulations with respect to grades in courses described above do not apply to grades awarded for courses which students elect to and are authorized to enrol in upon registration, but which are additional to those specified by a faculty adviser and program director as constituting the minimum required program of studies.

	
Grading Scheme

Grades will be awarded for every course in which a student is enrolled in accordance with the following scheme. The letter grade scheme is the fundamental system of assessment of course performance in graduate programs at York University. In courses where percentages are used as a means of reporting grades on individual pieces of work, the following conversion table is to be used in converting percentage grades to letter grades, unless alternative provisions for scaling and/or conversion are announced to students in writing within the first two weeks of classes.

	Grading Scheme

	Letter Grade
	Percent Range

	A+
	90-100

	A
	85-89

	A-
	80-84

	B+
	77-79

	B
	73-76

	B-
	70-72

	C+
	67-69

	C
	63-66

	C-
	60-62

	F
	0-59



For master’s programs in the Schulich School of Business, a Grade Point Average (GPA) will accompany each letter grade and percentage range.

Note: This grading scheme is not applicable to the Master of Environmental Studies programs housed within the Faculty of Environmental and Urban Change, which follow a pass/fail grading scheme.

In both cases, consult the appropriate academic calendar or program handbook for more information.

Grades in Courses

Course directors must announce in writing, in each course within the first two weeks of classes, the nature and weighting of course assignments and their due dates, including, if applicable, assessment and/or grading requirements with respect to attendance and participation. In keeping with reporting dates, the expectation is that course assignments can normally be accomplished within the course period.

In exceptional circumstances, a previously announced marking scheme for a course may be changed, but only with the unanimous consent of students; the new marking scheme must also be distributed in written form.

Reporting of Grades

The grades for a course are considered official following approval by the home graduate program of the course. The Faculty of Graduate Studies may change a grade if the graduate program director concerned reports a clerical error or if an appeal to the program results in a change of grade. Graduate course grades must be reported by the graduate program director to the Registrar’s Office by the following dates:

Fall Term: January 15 (3.0 or 6.0 credit course)
Fall/Winter and Winter Term: May 15 (3.0 or 6.0 credit course)
Summer Term: September 15 (3.0 or 6.0 credit course)

If a course grade or approved Incomplete designation is not reported to the Registrar’s Office within one month of the appropriate reporting date, the course will be assigned a grade of ‘F’.

Grade Reports

In addition to letter grades, the following course performance designations may be used on grade reports.

Incomplete:
When a student’s coursework is not completed and evaluated by the appropriate grade reporting dates, the designation of ‘I’ (Incomplete) may be approved by the graduate program director. A designation of ‘I’ must be removed within two months of the reporting date for a half-course or within four months of the reporting date for a full-course. Extension of this time is possible only upon successful petition to the Faculty of Graduate Studies Petitions Committee. If the designation of ‘I’ is not removed by the end of the specified period, it will become a grade of ‘F’.

Withdrawal from Courses in Good Standing:
The designation of ‘W’ (Withdrawal in Good Standing) will be recorded in place of a grade to indicate that a student was authorized to withdraw in good standing from a course, before or after the posted drop deadline.

Auditor:
Students wishing to attend courses without the requirement to complete course assignments and without the expectation that they will receive evaluation of participation in the course must register as auditors. Permission to audit a course must be approved by the instructor of the course and appropriate graduate program director. Auditor status should be indicated at the time of enrollment in the course. For York University graduate diploma and degree students, changes from credit to auditor status are permitted, provided that not more than two-thirds of the course has been given. University and Faculty regulations and policies with respect to conduct apply to auditors.

Academic Standing

Combinations of ‘C’-level Grades Which Require Withdrawal Unless Continued Registration is Recommended and Approved

A student who received in total any of the following combinations of grades for graduate courses may not continue to be registered in the Faculty of Graduate Studies and in a graduate program unless this continuation is recommended by the graduate program director concerned and approved by the Dean:

a. two C-level grades for 6.00 credit courses;
b. one C-level grade for a 6.00 credit course and one C-level grade for a 3.0 credit (or equivalent) course;
c. a total of three C-level grades for 3.0 credit (or equivalent) courses.

C-level grades encompass C+, C and C- letter grades. 

In no cases will grades be averaged.

Combination of ‘F’ and ‘C’-level Grades Which Require Withdrawal

A student will be required to withdraw from a graduate program and registration in the Faculty of Graduate Studies will be terminated if the student receives in total for graduate courses, during enrolment at York University:

a. one F grade for a 6.00 credit course or two F grades for 3.0 credit (or equivalent) courses; or
b. one F grade for a 3.0 credit (or equivalent) course and one C-level grade for a 6.00 credit or 3.0 credit (or equivalent) course.

C-level grades encompass C+, C and C- letter grades. 

In no cases will grades be averaged.

Note: The academic standing regulations with respect to grades in courses described above do not apply to grades awarded for courses which students elect to and are authorized to enrol in upon registration, but which are additional to those specified by a faculty adviser and graduate program director as constituting the minimum required program of studies.





