New Graduate Studies Grading Scheme – Overview of Updates
Efforts are currently underway to revise the undergraduate and graduate grading schemes at the University, for the purposes of: 
· Supporting the University Academic Plan (UAP) priority of enhancing student success by way of alignment with the scales of other postsecondary institutions
· Responding to course directors’ desire to have minus letter grades available
· Enhancing internal consistency for grading schemes
For a complete overview of the draft policy, descriptors and background, please see the accompanying New Grading Scheme document. This overview summarizes the proposed updates to the graduate studies grading scheme.
Side-by-Side Comparison
	
	Current Grading System

	Letter Grade
	Descriptor

	A+
	Exceptional

	A
	Excellent

	A-
	High

	B+
	Highly Satisfactory

	B
	Satisfactory

	C
	Conditional

	F
	Failure

	I
	Incomplete




	
	New Grading Scheme

	Letter Grade
	Percent Range

	A+
	90-100

	A
	85-89

	A-
	80-84

	B+
	77-79

	B
	73-76

	B-
	70-72

	C+
	67-69

	C
	63-66

	C-
	60-62

	F
	0-59





Summary of Updates

1. The addition of B-, C+ and C-
2. The addition of corresponding percentage ranges
3. The removal of descriptors
4. The removal of Incompletes as part of the scheme, but the process to remain in FGS regulations
5. Exceptions (Environmental Studies master’s programs, Schulich master’s programs)
6. Referred to as the Grading Scheme as opposed to the Grading System
Implications and Considerations
Item 1
· The addition of B- may potentially impact program-specific regulations (admissions, program requirements) as their current use of B or B+ may now shift due to percentage range updates (B+ = 77-79%; B = 73-76%; B- = 70-72%)
· While percentage ranges are not part of the current grading system, programs may have used the suggested guideline of B+ = 75-79%, and B = 70-74%, found at: https://gradstudies.yorku.ca/current-students/regulations/courses-grading/#grading 
· The Academic Standards, Curriculum and Pedagogy Committee (ASCP) will monitor and/or support Faculty-  and program-level academic regulation changes required by the move to the new scheme, including the development of a process by which these changes can be reported to ASCP in a straight forward manner
· FGS to make minor adjustments to language for the Combination of ‘C’ Grades / ‘C’ and ‘F’ Grades regulations
· Note: FGS colleagues overseeing admissions, and scholarships and awards procedures, have been apprised due to its impact on York University transcripts
Item 4
· FGS regulations to be updated to indicate that Incompletes are not a grade but instead a temporary award/notation, more accurately reflecting their intent
Item 5
· FGS regulations to make minor adjustments to language on exceptions. These exceptions are:
· Master of Environmental Studies programs housed within the Faculty of Environmental and Urban Change – Retaining the Pass / Fail grading scheme
· Master’s programs in the Schulich School of Business – A Grade Point Average (GPA) will accompany each letter grade and percentage range
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