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New Course Proposal Form 
1. Program: Graduate Program in Health 
 
2. Course Number: GS / HLTH 6300 
 
3. Credit Value: 3.0 
 
4. Long Course Title: Political Economy of Global Health 
 
5. Short Course Title: Global Health 

 
6. Effective Session: Fall 2019 
 
7. Calendar (Short) Course Description:  

Analyzes the process through which global health policy is developed drawing from political 
economy, historical and comparative perspectives. Problematizes the concept of 
globalization and considers how the dynamics of the modern world system emerging from 
the European colonial project influences health policy and drives health inequities at national 
and global levels. Explores the integration of scholarship, practice, and citizen activism. 

 
8. Expanded Course Description:  
 The late 20th century saw an explosion of interest in global health. Public officials, 

academics, business leaders, celebrities and journalists have since made increasingly 
frequent pronouncements about global health, implying health threats resulting from “the 
shrinking of time and space” resulting from ostensibly unprecedented interconnectedness 
driven by technologies of transportation and communication.  However, many so-called 
global health problems – famines, infections resilient to usual treatment, or recently 
“globalized” chronic ailments such as diabetes – are not new. Nor is their dramatically 
unequal distribution new either. What, then, is the field of global health, its object of study, 
and its scope of inquiry? What policies could address problems falling under its jurisdiction? 
Where does Canada stand in the global landscape? And importantly, why care? 

 
 In this course students will address these and related questions applying a critical political 

economy, historical, and comparative lens. Canada will be used as the port of entry to 
examine health-relevant issues of global impact, as students are trained to identify how the 
dynamics of the modern world system emerging from the 500-year long European colonial 
project shapes the distribution of resources for health, i.e., its social determinants. They will 
also trace the roots of global health back to this project, as they identify continuities and 
discontinuities between it and the neoliberal reconstruction of capitalism that launched the 
phenomenon known as “globalization”. As students examine theories of development and 
policy areas rarely considered relevant to health – such as mining, trade and foreign policy – 
they will be encouraged to problematize who governs and who rules in global health, i.e., 
global health governance, the increasing influence on global health of an expanding NPO-
state-corporate-complex, and its implications for policy, equity and democracy.  

 
 The overall goal is to help students understand that health - locally and globally - is deeply 

political, that the dominant narrative about the causes of seemingly intractable health 
problems is at best misleading, and that achieving health justice, at home and abroad, 
requires no less than continuing political engagement and struggle.   
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9. Course Learning Outcomes  
      Learning outcomes: Upon completion of the course, students will be able to 
 

• Identify and discuss the political nature of health, health policy and health inequalities - 
nationally and globally 
 

• Develop and apply tools of critical analysis to evaluate how official (i.e., dominant) 
narratives normalize health inequalities within and among nation-states, in the global 
North as well as in the global South. 
 

• Trace the historical trajectory of capitalist globalization and its impact on health 
outcomes, especially health inequalities, in countries at all levels of income  
 

• Define health-relevant concepts (e.g., development) and analyze the political dynamics 
underlying the relationship between these concepts and health outcomes 

 
• Discuss the corporatization of global health governance via trade treaties and the 

increasing network of national, international and global organisms in the private and 
public spheres and the implications of this corporatization for health policy and equity at 
local, national, and global levels 
 

• Articulate steps to take as scholars, citizens, and activists towards greater health equity 
 

• Communicate successfully orally and in writing on health policy matters 
 
10. Rationale:  

The Graduate Program in Health offers a critical perspective on health policy and equity 
important to understand national, international and global level issues. Knowledge and skills 
pertaining to health relevant issues at all these levels are among the competencies to be 
developed by students, as conceived at the program’s inception, and noted by former 
external reviewers. While some existing courses include selected global issues, no single 
course in the program provides an explicit, critical perspective on the concept of globalization 
as it relates to health-relevant areas of public policy, the cornerstone of the program. 
 
In addition to helping achieve program goals, this course also meets the research interests of 
a growing number of current and prospective graduate students. These interests include the 
health policy and equity implications of trade policy, mining policy, environmental policy, and 
migration / refugee policy, among others. 
 
Finally, and for the reasons stated, this course is proposed to meet 3.0 credits of a “field 
specific” requirement. Currently, students must meet 6.0 credits of “field specific” courses. 
None of the existing offerings – HLTH 6210 (Political Economy of Health Inequities); HLTH 
6220 (Human Rights and Health Equity) and HLTH 6230 (Health Equity Analytic 
Orientations) - address the issues in the proposed course, and therefore this course would 
expand the range of options students currently have. 

 
11. Course requirements & evaluation: 
Course requirements include attendance and active participation, weekly reflections on the 
content and implications of course readings and in class discussions, facilitation of one course 
meeting (individually or in pairs), and the completion of a research paper, with topics to be 
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proposed by each student and approved by the instructor upon discussion with the student. 
Students will be evaluated on all these components and marks will be distributed as follows: 
 

• Attendance and participation: 20% 
• Weekly reflections: 20% 
• Facilitation (s): 10% 
• Research paper: 50% 

 
12. Integrated Courses:  

N/A. 
 
13. Crosslisted Courses:  
 This course is currently not cross-listed, but will be open to all graduate students, with priority  
 given to those in the Graduate Program in Health.  
 
14. Faculty Resources:  

The submitting faculty member, Professor Claudia Chaufan, intends to offer the course on an 
annual basis. However, it can also be taught by faculty members of a similar background. If 
the course cannot be offered (e.g. sabbatical), this would not interfere with students’ normal 
progression as currently three other courses meet field specific requirements. Typically, three 
such courses are offered any given year depending on faculty availability. Field specific 
courses can also be taken as electives, if not taken to meet a field specific requirement.  

 
15. Physical Resources:  

Usual classroom equipment.  
 
16. Bibliography and Library Statement:  
 
Week Topic Readings 

1 The “globalization” 
of health and the 
making of health 
inequalities 

Navarro, V. (2004), The World Health Situation. International 
Journal of Health Services, 34(1): p. 1-10. 
 
Waitzkin, H. (1981), The social origins of illness: A neglected 
history. International Journal of Health Services, 11 (77-103). 
 
Brown, E. R. (1976). "Public health in imperialism: Early 
Rockefeller programs at home and abroad." American Journal of 
Public Health 66 (9): 897-903 
 
Bethune, N. (1940). "Wounds." The Global Consciousness 
Project: noosphere.princeton.edu/bethune.html (retrieved August 
8, 2019). 
 

2 Health and policy 
implications of 
capitalist 
globalization 
 

Harvey, D. (2016). "Neoliberalism is a political project: An 
interview by Bjarke Skaerlund Risager." Jacobin Magazine July. 
 
Navarro, V. (2007). "Neoliberalism as a Class Ideology; or, the 
Political Causes of the Growth of Inequalities." International 
Journal of Health Services 37(1): 47-62. 
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Panitch, L. & Gindin, S. (2004). "Global Capitalism and the 
American Empire." Socialist Register: 1 – 40 
 
Navarro, V. (1999). "Health and Equity in the World in the Era of 
“Globalization”." International Journal of Health Services 29(2): 
215-226 
 

3 Health and policy 
implications of the 
crisis of Euro-
capitalism 
 

Lapavitsas, C. (2018). "Political Economy of the Greek Crisis." 
Review of Radical Political Economics 51(1): 31-51. 
 
Navarro, V. (2012). "The Crisis and Fiscal Policies in the 
Peripheral Countries of the Eurozone." International Journal of 
Health Services 42(1): 1-7. 
 
Panitch, L. and S. Gindin (2009). "The Current Crisis: A Socialist 
Perspective." Studies in Political Economy 83(Spring): 7 – 31. 
 
Panitch, L. and S. Gindin (2003). "American Imperialism and 
Euro-capitalism: The Making of Neoliberal Globalization." 
Socialist Register 2003(Autumn 2003/Winter 2004): 7 – 38 
 

4 Capitalist 
globalization, the 
NPO-state-
corporate complex 
and global health 
 

Chaufan, C. and D. Saliba (2019). "The global diabetes epidemic 
and the nonprofit state corporate complex: Equity implications of 
discourses, research agendas, and policy recommendations of 
diabetes nonprofit organizations." Social Science & Medicine 
223: 77-88. 
 
Birn, A.-E. and J. Richter (2017). "U.S.  Philanthrocapitalism and 
the Global Health Agenda: The Rockefeller and Gates 
Foundations, Past and Present." Policies for Equitable Access to 
Health August: http://www.peah.it/2017/2005/4019/ (Accessed 
September 2015, 2017). 
 
Navarro, V. (2009). "What we mean by the Social Determinants 
of Health." International Journal of Health Services 39(3): 423-
441. 
 
Meiksins Wood, E. (1990). "The Uses and Abuses of Civil 
Society." Socialist Register 
 

5 Capitalist 
globalization, trade 
policy and global 
health 

Sinclair, S. (2015). "NAFTA Chapter 11 Investor State Disputes." 
Text and Appendix, Canadian Centre For Policy Alternatives 
January 
 
Global Health Watch: Trade and Health (2011/2015), Vol. 3 & 4 
 
Chang, H.-J. (2002). "Kicking Away the Ladder: An Unofficial 
History of Capitalism, Especially in Britain and the United 
States." Challenge 45(5): 63-97 
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Gallagher, J. and R. Robinson (1953). "The Imperialism of Free 
Trade." The Economic History Review 6(1): 1-15. 
 

6 Capitalist 
globalization and the 
development of 
underdevelopment 
 

Gunder Frank, Andre. (1966). "The Development of 
Underdevelopment." Monthly Review 18(4): 17 – 31 
 
Escobar, Arturo., Power and Visibility: Development and the 
Invention and Management of the Third World. Cultural 
Anthropology, 1988. 3(4): p. 428-443. 
 
Navarro, Vicente. (2000). "Development and Quality of Life: A 
Critique of Amartya Sen's Development as Freedom." 
International Journal of Health Services 30(4): 661-674. 
 
Yaffe, H. (2011). "The Bolivarian Alliance for the Americas: An 
Alternative Development Strategy." International Journal of 
Cuban Studies 3(2/3): 128-144 
 

7 Global political 
economy and 
Canadian food 
policy 
 

Mc Michael, P. (2009). "The World Food Crisis in Historical 
Perspective." Monthly Review (July 1): 32-47. 
 
Holt-Gimenez, E. (2009). "From Food Crisis to Food 
Sovereignty: The Challenge of Social Movements." Monthly 
Review (July 1): 114-128. 
 
Felicien, A., C. Schiavoni and L. Romero (2018). "The Politics of 
Food in Venezuela." Monthly Review 70(2): 1-19. 
 
Patel, R. (2013). "The Long Green Revolution." The Journal of 
Peasant Studies 40 (1): 1-63. 

•  
8 Global political 

economy and 
Canadian mining 
policy 

Global Health Watch Vol. 4 (2015), Extractive Industries and 
Health 
 
Gordon, T. and J. R. Webber (2008). "Imperialism and 
Resistance: Canadian mining companies in Latin America." Third 
World Quarterly 29(1): 63-87. 
 
Harvey, D. (2004). "The New Imperialism: Accumulation by 
Dispossession." Socialist Register (63-87). 
 
Veltmeyer, H. (2013). "The political economy of natural resource 
extraction: a new model or extractive imperialism?" Canadian 
Journal of Development Studies / Revue canadienne d'études du 
développement 34(1): 79-95. 
 

9 Local and global 
health implications 
of Canadian foreign 
policy 

Waitzkin, H. and R. Jasso-Aguilar (2015). "Imperialism’s Health 
Component." Monthly Review 7(3): 114-129. 
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 Magdoff, H. (1970). "Militarism and Imperialism." The American 
Economic Review 60(2): 237-242. 
 
Engler, Y. (2009). The Black Book of Canadian Foreign Policy. 
Toronto, Fernwood Publisher. (selections) 
 

10 Peer review  No readings 

11 Globalization and 
resistance in Latin 
America – Lessons 
for Canada 
 

Raby, D. (2009). "Why Cuba Still Matters." Monthly Review 
(January): 1-13. 
 
Chaufan, C. (2014). Unraveling the Cuban "Miracle": A 
conversation with Dr. Enrique Beldarrain Chaple. Social 
Medicine, Vol. 8 (2): 76-81 
 
Brouwer, S. (2009). "The Cuban Revolutionary Doctor: The 
Ultimate Weapon of Solidarity." Monthly Review January: 28-42 
 
Guevara, E. C. (1960). "On Revolutionary Medicine." 
Marxist.org. 
 

12 The idea of 
democracy and the 
politics of (global) 
health 
 

Pilon, D. (2017). Occupy Democracy: Exploring Democracy as a 
Relationship. Power and Resistance, in Critical Thinking About 
Canadian Social Issues. W. Antony, J. Antony and L. 
Samuelson. 6th edition. 
 
Amin, S. (2009). "The Defence of Humanity Requires the 
Radicalization of Popular Struggles." The Bullet October 10. 
 
Kanellis, E. (2000). "The Need for a Radical Alternative: 
Interview with Istvan Meszaros." Monthly Review January: 26-
39. 
 
Gills, B. and J. Rocamora (1992). "Low intensity democracy." 
Third World Quarterly 13 (3): 501-523. 
 

 
Recommended preparatory readings: 
Wallerstein, I. (2004). World-Systems Analysis: An Introduction. Durham, Duke University 
Press. 
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Memo 
To: Professor Claudia Chaufan, School of Health Policy and Management 

From: Marcia Salmon, Associate Librarian, Scott Library 

Date: 18 October 2019 

Subject: Library Statement for Political Economy of Global Health  

 

I have reviewed the course proposal material for Political Economy of Global Health. 
I am happy to report that York University Libraries (YUL) will be able to support 
this course. Most of the titles in the bibliography are already held at YUL with some 
available in both print and electronic format. This course will be well supported by 
resources already available for students and faculty within the programs in the 
Faculty of Health and Faculty of Liberal Arts & Professional Studies. A search of 
YUL resources revealed more sources related Political Economy of Global Health 
and that includes both journals and monographs in print and electronic format.  
 
Liaison and subject librarians with research expertise are always available to support 
students and faculty research needs. Additional resources can be found in the 
following select research guides: 
 
Health Studies: http://researchguides.library.yorku.ca/health 
 
Students also have access to the Resource Sharing Department to request materials 
not held at York Libraries. 

YORK UNIVERSITY 
LIBRARIES 
 
310 Scott Library 
4700 Keele St. 
Toronto ON 
Canada  M3J 1P3 
Tel  416 736 2100 
Ext. 20073 
Fax 416 736 5920 
www.library.yorku.ca/ 
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