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Change to Program/Graduate Diploma Academic Requirements Proposal Form
The following information is required for all proposals involving a minor modification to program/graduate diploma academic requirements. To facilitate the review/approval process, please use the headings below (and omit the italicized explanations below each heading).
1. Program/Graduate Diploma: Interdisciplinary Studies
2. Effective Session of Proposed Change(s): Fall 2019
3. Proposed Change(s) and Rationale:
a).  Description of Proposed Modifications: The proposed modification involves splitting the present, required Interdisciplinary Studies 5000 6.0 “Seminar in Interdisciplinary Studies” into two 3.0 components.  IS 5000 A “Seminar in Interdisciplinary Studies” requires students participate in regular discussions on their specific areas of study with their supervisory committees and, in terms of its grade, remains open until the student has defended their thesis.  It also encompasses a student’s colloquium and thesis defence.  IS 5000 B Interdisciplinary Studies: Theory / Practice is a formal, interdisciplinary theory and methods course as well as requiring students to engage in activities that professionalize their interdisciplinary work.  Rationale and Alignment with academic plans: This course conforms to the proposal made by the York University Quality Assurance Procedures (YUQAP) Cyclical Program Review Committee Report on the Interdisciplinary Studies Program which provides its context and suggested focus: “there is a second coursework issue which the program faces. In order to address a recommendation of the OCGS Review, the IS GPD developed and taught in conjunction with IS 5000 6.0 a 9-hour, intensive workshop module in Interdisciplinary theory and practice for students in the program. The GPD did so with no additional budget or resources, teaching the module ‘gratis.’” This course, therefore, provides a needed foundational function, both scholarly and programmatic. It provides students with an introduction to current issues in interdisciplinarity and it sharpens students’ knowledge and skills in critically evaluating types of interdisciplinary inquiry. The course also has a professionalizing component.  It assists students in tailoring their academic work to their professional ambitions by requiring they create a portfolio that includes some combination of a conference proposal, a grant application, an ethics proposal, a CV, a resume, a draft application. Finally, this core course is designed to work against the isolation and loneliness inherent in individualized studies.  In a program that has little more than an office to call home, it is designed to intensify student engagement.  In a survey this year students asked for class-time, activities, and opportunities to meet and exchange ideas with their peers.  This course provides the students with a cohort and a sense of being a part of a shared struggle, even if that struggle is comprised of very different elements.  
b) An outline of the changes to requirements and the associated learning outcomes/objectives, including how the proposed requirements will support the achievement of program/graduate diploma learning objectives.  Additionally, please append the graduate program’s existing learning outcomes as a separate document.??
1. Outline of the changes to requirements: Under the new proposal, a student still expends six of eighteen course credits undertaking the programme’s compulsory Interdisciplinary Studies 5000.  This course, however, is now divided into two 3.0 components.  IS 5000 A Seminar in Interdisciplinary Studies requires students to participate in regular discussions on their specific areas of study with their supervisory committees, undertake a colloquium, and defend their thesis.  IS 5000 B Theory / Practice is a formal, interdisciplinary theory and practice course as well as requiring students engage in activities that professionalize their interdisciplinary work.  It examines representative ways of thinking in interdisciplinary terms and selected methodological approaches to interdisciplinary research, which students apply to their own intellectual or artistic praxis.  This course also requires students professionalize their academic development: prepare colloquia, theses/defences, write proposals and give conference presentations, submit publications for review, apply for grants, format CVs, submit job applications. 
2. Learning Outcomes: Students will be able to differentiate between disciplinary and 

interdisciplinary approaches to research.  Students will be able to define, implement, 

critique and research interdisciplinarily. Students will be able to situate their own

interdisciplinary work in a historical, political, and social context.  Students will become 

familiar with important theories, debates and practitioners in the study of 

interdisciplinarity and to critically interrogate and analyze them.  Students will 

be able to students to tailor their academic work to their professional ambitions by 

producing professional documents like a conference proposal/paper, a grant 

application, an ethics proposal, a CV or resume, a draft application for a professional 

position.

3. The IS 5000 B learning outcomes embrace the following three central Programme learning objectives: 1. to encourage students to “venture across traditional disciplinary boundaries and to bring into scholarly and/or creative conversation forms of knowledge and modes of analysis in ways not typically encouraged in other MA programs.” It does so by teaching students in their first semester what it means to investigate the interdisciplinary borderlands between established disciplines and fields and to develop the intellectual, practical, and theoretical tools necessary to undertake this research and investigation.  2. “to provide students with an opportunity to pursue independent, innovate study and research” by focusing on theories and methods that foster interdisciplinarity and theoretical structures and methods that underpin interdisciplinary work.  3.  to “actively participate in the design and execution of a series of linked interdisciplinary intellectual and/or creative undertakings,” by requiring students to tailor their academic work to their professional ambitions in exercises like the creation of a conference proposal/paper, a grant application, an ethics proposal, a CV or resume, a draft application for a professional position, all of which are required by companies, associations, and academic institutions to which students apply for employment or for successive graduate work.  
c) An overview of the consultation undertaken with relevant academic units and an assessment of the impact of the modifications on other programs/graduate diplomas.  This course has been suggested by the York University Quality Assurance Procedures (YUQAP) Cyclical Program Review Committee Report on the Interdisciplinary Studies Program.  It has been approved by the Interdisciplinary Studies Executive; it has been discussed with the Faculty of Graduate Studies Dean Tom Loebel and Associate Dean, Graduate Graduate Studies and Research, Liberal Arts & Professional Studies, Sandra Whitworth.   There is no impact of these modification upon other programs/graduate diplomas.
d) A summary of any resource implications and how they are being addressed.  This course requires an additional 0.5 course release for the Interdisciplinary Programme Director or an “on-load” 0.5 commitment by the Graduate Programme to the professor teaching it.   These resources are consistent with other graduate programmes offering the same times of courses to their students.  An immediate comparator includes GFWS 6007 3.0 Feminist Research Colloquium. 
e) A summary of how students currently enrolled in the program/graduate diploma will be accommodated.  Students currently enrolled in the program will be grandfathered under the present system.  
4. Calendar Copy

Using the following two-column format, provide a copy of the relevant program/graduate diploma requirements as they will appear in the FGS Calendar - http://gradstudies.yorku.ca/current-students/regulations/program-requirements/.
Please note:  Senate requires that FULL Calendar copy be provided.  Please include the entire graduate program/diploma section, not just text that is being revised.
Please clearly and visibly indicate how graduate program/graduate diploma information has been changed using strikethrough (left column), bold, underlining, colours, etc. (right column).
	Existing Program/Graduate Diploma Information
(change from)
	Proposed Program/Graduate Diploma Information
(change to)

	Interdisciplinary Studies

GRADUATE FACULTY MEMBERS

The Interdisciplinary Studies master’s program is intended to encourage studies of an interdisciplinary nature.  It provides students with an opportunity to pursue independent, innovative research which bridges disciplinary categories.  Each student works closely with scholars in fields related to a research topic.  There is a wide range of interdisciplinary topics which may be proposed for study, including combinations which embrace fine arts and the sciences, the social sciences and humanities and law.  Successful application depends on the viability of the topic proposed and the availability of supervisors and resources.

This unique program draws as necessary on all available faculty at York who are eligible to teach at the graduate level.  Members of the faculty participate according to the range of expertise and interest required by the specific interdisciplinary topics proposed by individual students.

Master of Arts Program
APPLICATION PROCEDURE
Students should apply as early as possible because places are limited, and because much time is required to set up a coherent, individualized program of studies.  Applicants are expected to accept or decline admission within one month of the date of the offer of admission.  Application forms and further information, including deadlines, is available online, or may be obtained from the Graduate Admissions Office, P.O. Box GA2300, Bennett Centre for Student Services Centre, York University, 4700 Keele Street, Toronto, Ontario, M3J 1P3, Canada; telephone:  (416) 736-5000.

Where possible, applicants are expected to meet with the Graduate Program Director to discuss their proposals, at 235 McLaughlin College, York University, 4700 Keele Street, Toronto, Ontario, M3J 1P3, Canada.  Further enquiries may be directed (416) 736-5126; or 

gradinst@yorku.ca .

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
To be considered for admission as a candidate a student must have an honours degree from a recognized university, with an A or B+ standing or with equivalent qualifications.  In consideration of acceptable qualifications, evidence of satisfactory studies and/or other relevant experience, portfolios of work, letters of recommendation, and results of tests are taken into account.  Applicants are required to submit a draft thesis proposal that integrates three fields of study, and a list of graduate faculty members who are willing to serve on the supervisory committee.  See the general admission requirements in the Faculty Regulations for further information.

Between the time of the student’s application for admission and registration as a candidate, the Graduate Program Director presides over the formation of a supervisory committee of three members of the graduate Faculty selected according to the academic interests of the student.  The supervisory committee and the student together plan an appropriate program of study.  Each student’s plan of work must be approved by the supervisory committee before registration.

No student may work towards a degree in any single subject through the Interdisciplinary program; if the student’s interests fall within the range of established programs of a disciplinary nature, the application is referred to the relevant admissions committee.

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS

MA Degree by Thesis
To ensure coherence in a candidate’s studies and a sufficient integration of the various fields, a thesis on an interdisciplinary topic is the focus of the student’s program.  The thesis should demonstrate the candidate’s originality and understanding of the area of investigation.

Apart from the thesis, candidates must fulfil the following requirements:

1.
Courses

a)
Successfully complete 18 course credits, or the equivalent, at the graduate level selected in consultation with the supervisory committee.  Typically students take 3.0 credits in each of their three disciplines and 3.0 credits in a research methodology course if doing research involving human subjects for their thesis.  In certain cases one of these courses may be a directed reading course.

b)
Six of the 18 course credits are the program’s compulsory Interdisciplinary Studies 5000 6.0:  Seminar in Interdisciplinary Studies.  Through enrollment in this course, students are expected to participate in regular discussions on their specific areas of study with their supervisory committees.  These discussions serve the function of an interdisciplinary seminar, and are graded as a regular course.

2.
Supervision
Normally all students enrolled in the program must meet with their supervisors at least once a month and with the full supervisory committee at least once each term.

TIME LIMITS

Candidates registered as “full-time” in their first year are normally expected to complete the requirements for the MA in Interdisciplinary Studies within two years.  Those registered “part-time” in their first year normally do so in three years.  For an extension of these time limits, students must petition the program and the Faculty of Graduate Studies.

LANGUAGE AND COGNATE REQUIREMENTS

There is no foreign language requirement for the MA in Interdisciplinary Studies, but a candidate’s supervisory committee may require the candidate to demonstrate a reading knowledge of such languages as are necessary to enable the student to use the major secondary and primary sources relevant to the thesis.  When appropriate, other skills or preparatory courses (e.g., statistics, computer science, research methods) may be required in addition to other course requirements.

COURSES

Students must take 18 course credits at the graduate level.  Since plans of work are built around students’ special interests, each candidate’s program of study is different.  The Graduate Program in Interdisciplinary Studies itself does not offer formal courses, but it does requires students to enroll in Interdisciplinary Studies 5000 A 3.0 and  Interdisciplinary Studies B Theory and Practice.  Candidates are eligible to register in any courses in other graduate programs, typically one 3.0 credit course in each of their three disciplines, dependent on the consent of their supervisory committee, the Graduate Program Director and the director of the course in question.  Students are expected to select courses relevant to their plans of study in consultation with their supervisory committee.  When specific courses do not exist or are not being offered at York University, students are permitted to take a Directed Reading course under the rubric of Interdisciplinary Studies 5010 or Interdisciplinary Studies 5020.  Students may not take more than 6.0 credits in directed reading courses.  Students doing research with human participants for their thesis are strongly encouraged to take a research methods course as a part of their 18.0 credits.
Insert program requirements from http://gradstudies.yorku.ca/current-students/regulations/program-requirements/

	Apart from the thesis, candidates must fulfil the following requirements:

1.
Courses

a)
Successfully complete 18 course credits, or the equivalent, at the graduate level selected in consultation with the supervisory committee.  Typically students take 3.0 credits in each of their three disciplines and 3.0 credits in a research methodology course if doing research involving human subjects for their thesis.  In certain cases one of these courses may be a directed reading course.

b)
Six of the 18 course credits are the program’s compulsory Interdisciplinary Studies 5000 A 3.0 Seminar in Interdisciplinary Studies and Interdisciplinary Studies 5000 B Theory/Practice.  Interdisciplinary Studies 5000 A is open throughout a student’s enrolment in the programme: in it, students are expected to participate in regular discussions on their specific areas of study with their supervisory committees.  These discussions serve the function of an interdisciplinary seminar and are graded as a regular course.  Interdisciplinary Studies 5000 B Theory/Practice: this foundational IS course studies interdisciplinary theory and practice as well as requiring students engage in activities that professionalize their interdisciplinary work.  It examines representative ways of thinking in interdisciplinary terms and selected methodological approaches to interdisciplinary research, which students apply to their own intellectual or artistic praxis.  This course requires students work, sometimes in groups, to professionalize their academic development: prepare colloquia, theses/defences, write proposals and give conference presentations, submit publications for review, apply for grants, format CVs, submit job applications. This course is graded as pass/fail at its finish.
2.
Supervision
Normally, all students enrolled in the program meet with their supervisors at least once a month and with their full supervisory committee at least once each term.
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