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New Course Proposal Form
The following information is required for all new course proposals. To facilitate the review/approval process, please use the headings below (and omit the italicized explanations below each heading).

1.	Program: Interdisciplinary Studies

2.	Course Number: IS 5000 B

3.	Credit Value: 3.0
 
4.   Long Course Title: Interdisciplinary Studies: Theory/Practice

5.   Short Course Title: Interdisciplinary Studies: Theory/Practice

6.	Effective Session: September 2019

7.	Calendar (Short) Course Description: 

[bookmark: _GoBack]This foundational IS course studies interdisciplinary theory and practice and requires students to engage in professional skills necessary for their interdisciplinary work.  It examines representative ways of thinking in interdisciplinary terms and selected methodological approaches to interdisciplinary research, which students apply to their own intellectual or artistic praxis. 

8.	Expanded Course Description: 

This foundational IS course studies interdisciplinary theory and practice as well as requiring students engage in activities that professionalize their interdisciplinary work.  It examines representative ways of thinking in interdisciplinary terms and selected methodological approaches to interdisciplinary research, which students apply to their own intellectual or artistic praxis.  It is designed to give students a sense of how interdisciplinary practice crosses traditional disciplinary boundaries and in doing so creates a new object or field of study.  This course also requires students to tailor their academic work to their professional ambitions in exercises like the creation of a conference proposal/paper, a grant application, an ethics proposal, a CV or resume, a draft application for a professional position, all of which are required by companies, associations, and academic institutions to which students apply for employment or for successive graduate work.  

9.	Course Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this course, students will be able to
differentiate between disciplinary and interdisciplinary approaches to research;
research in interdisciplinary ways;
critique research from interdisciplinary perspectives;
situate their own interdisciplinary work in a historical, political, and social contexts;
analyse critically important theories, debates and practitioners in the study of 
interdisciplinarity;
tailor their academic work to their professional ambitions by producing professional documents, such as a conference proposal/paper, a grant application, an ethics proposal, a CV or resume, a draft application for a professional 
position; and, therefore,
implement their interdisciplinary research projects in a professional manner.

10. Rationale: 

Please indicate how the proposed course will contribute to the academic objectives of the program. Please provide a description of the learning outcomes/objects for the course. As well, please indicate the relationship of the proposed course to other existing options, particularly with respect to focus/content/approach. If overlap with other existing courses exists, please indicate the nature and extent of consultation that has taken place. Additionally, please append the graduate program’s existing learning outcomes as a separate document.

· This course assists students in several, central objectives of the Programme.  Among them: 
· “the ability to pursue original research in ways that do not fit comfortably into methodological and theoretical categories” by providing them with readings and assignments that facilitate a fundamental, theoretical and practical understanding of interdisciplinarity, especially as its core ideas apply to three fields of research.
· aiding with their individualized projects by teaching them theories and methodologies that “venture across traditional disciplinary boundaries and . . . bring into scholarly and/or creative conversation forms of knowledge and modes of analysis in ways not typically encouraged in other MA programs.”
· engendering in students an “intellectual capacity to achieve excellence in more than one discipline or field of study” by introducing them to an array of approaches to, and important thinkers within, the broad range of interdisciplinary studies.
· encouraging the “developing process of combinative interdisciplinary thought and practice” by reading in and against interdisciplinary ideas and practices. 
· “develop[ing] the ability to recognize, evaluate, interpret and integrate similarities and differences of matter and method, forms of knowledge and modes of analysis, across several disciplines and fields of study in effective and productive ways.”
· by supporting the ability to “integrate interdisciplinary engagement with three different fields of study and research.”  
· by helping prepare students to “actively participate in the design and execution of a series of linked interdisciplinary intellectual and/or creative undertakings” as well as “some combination of the development of awards and scholarships applications, a [conference] proposal . . .  a . . . presentation of research in progress,” a grant application, an ethics proposal, a CV, a resume, a draft application that professionalize their program of research.
· This course has no comparator “to other existing options.”  It is designed to fulfil the existing IS Programme objectives of combining three fields of research and aiding with a student’s individualized projects by teaching them theories and methodologies that “venture across traditional disciplinary boundaries and . . . bring into scholarly and/or creative conversation forms of knowledge and modes of analysis in ways not typically encouraged in other MA programs.”

11.	 Evaluation: 
	           This course will be graded as a pass/fail.* All of the following must be            
                  completed to pass the course: 

· Attendance and active participation in eight three-hour classes per term that include lectures on interdisciplinarity and interdisciplinary theory and practice.
·  Attendance and active participation in four, three-hour professional development workshops.* 
· An 10-12 page researched, analytical paper that essays to conjoin theories of interdisciplinarity and a student’s particular project.  
· An acquaintance with and the production of 2 of the following professionalizing documents the student feels most useful to their career track:

· A grant application (typically OGS or SSHRC).
· An ethics proposal
· Research done at the archives of Ontario or the York archives related to a students’ specific area of study
· A presentation of research focussing on interdisciplinary theories and methods.
· An academic C.V.
· An abstract for a conference presentation.
· A draft application for a professional position appropriate to one’s level of education.

* Note: The advantage of a pass/fail system of evaluation is that students are given an opportunity to do preparatory work acquainting them early in their academic program with the theories and methods of interdisciplinary practice without being prematurely evaluated upon their use of these practices in the absence of having taken the courses and engaged the study necessary to an in-depth treatment and analysis  that combines their three respective fields.  

* Note: Classes on interdisciplinary praxis may be given by faculty members associated with the Programme. 
		                   *Professional Development workshops are presented by faculty 
		                   (usually the Director) in association with administrators and senior 
		                   graduate students.

11.	Integrated Courses: N/A

12.	Crosslisted Courses: N/A

13.	Faculty Resources: 
Names of faculty members in your program qualified to teach this course:

Jamie Scott
Gail Vanstone
Kym Bird
Joseph DeSouza

Frequency with which you expect this course to be offered: once a calendar year.

The impact that this course will have on faculty resources.  This course will require a 0.5 course buy-out for the professor employed to teach it.

14.	Physical Resources: 

This course requires a technologically equipped, seminar-sized classroom.

15.	Bibliography and Library Statement: Selected

Augsburg, Tanya, Becoming Interdisciplinary: An Introduction to Interdisciplinary
Studies (Dubuque, IA: Kendall/Hunt, 2005).
Kessel, Frank, Patricia L. Rosenfield, and Norman B. Anderson, eds. 
Expanding the Boundaries of Health and Social Science: Case
Studies in Interdisciplinary Innovation (New York: Oxford Press, 2003).
Klein, Julie T., Crossing Boundaries: Knowledge, Disciplinarities, and
Interdisciplinarities (Charlottesville, VA: University of Virginia Press, 1996).
 Klein, Julie T. Humanities, Culture, and Interdisciplinarity: The Changing 
American Academy (Albany, NY: State University of New York, 2005).
National Academies of Sciences, National Academy of Engineering, & Institute of Medicine. Facilitating Interdisciplinary Research (Washington, DC: National Academies Press, 2005).
Newell, William H. “A Theory of Interdisciplinary Studies.” Issues in Integrative 
Studies. 19 (2001): 1-25.
Repko, Allen F. Interdisciplinary Practice: A Student Guide to Research and 
Writing (Boston: Pearson Custom Publishing, 2005).
Szostak, Rick. (2002). “How to Do Interdisciplinarity: Integrating the Debate.” 
Issues in Integrative Studies 20 (2002): 103-122.
Weingart, Peter, and Nico Stehr, eds. Practicing Interdisciplinarity (Toronto: 
University of Toronto Press, 2001).
	
	Notes: A statement from the University librarian responsible for the subject area 
	certifying that adequate library resources has been provided.



















Please submit completed forms and required supporting documentation by email to the Coordinator, Faculty Governance – fgsgovrn@yorku.ca 
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