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Minor Change to Program/Graduate Diploma Academic Requirements Proposal Form
The following information is required for all proposals involving a minor modification to program/graduate diploma academic requirements. To facilitate the review/approval process, please use the headings below (and omit the italicized explanations below each heading).
1. Program/Graduate Diploma: 

Graduate Diploma in Intermediate Accounting

2. Effective Session of Proposed Change(s): 

Summer 2019
3. Proposed Change(s) and Rationale
The description of and rationale for the proposed modification(s) should provide information with respect to each of the following points:
a) A description of the proposed modification(s) and rationale, including alignment with academic plans.

The program proposes to increase the number of required courses from 27 to 30 credits.  The course being added to the diploma is SB/OMIS 6710, Management Information Systems.
A background understanding of how the Diploma in Intermediate Accounting (DIAc) and the Master of Accounting (MAcc) are related is provided below so as to give a fuller understanding of the rationale for this motion:

Background 

The DIAc is a two-semester diploma designed to provide foundational knowledge for non-business graduates who intend to go on to pursue the Schulich Master of Accounting.  The two terms of the DIAc are designated Term 0 and Term 1. The final term of the DIAc (Term 1) overlaps with the first term of the MAcc, the latter whose three terms are designated Terms 1,2 and 3.  Because of the Term 1 overlap in the two programs any change in Term 1 affects both the DIAc and the MAcc

To cater for the varying levels of accounting and business content in an applicant’s prior undergraduate education, there are three entry points into the DIAc-MAcc programs as follows:

i. Term 0 (DIAc entry): Applicants with non-CPA accredited undergraduate degrees

ii. Term 1 (MAcc entry): Applicants with CPA accredited undergraduate degrees 

iii. Term 2 (MAcc advanced standing): Schulich IBBA & BBA (accounting specialization)  

The objective of Terms 0 and Term 1 is to ensure that students master content comparable to the core accounting content mastered by a Schulich I/BBA graduate (accounting specialization) who enters the program at Term 2.  The expectation therefore is that at the end of Term 1, all students irrespective of prior undergraduate education, match Schulich I/BBA graduates (accounting specialization) in terms of core accounting content covered. 

Rationale 

There are three reasons for adding SB/OMIS 6710 3.00 Management Information System to the DiAc.

1. Given the critical role of technology to the functioning of an accountant, students of the DIAc need to obtain a strong foundation in current information systems, especially those systems that are relevant to contemporary accounting practice. Accountants need to be aware of and be capable to adapt to technical and organizational disruptions caused by new information technologies.  
2. All CPA accredited undergraduate degrees include a 3-credit hour Information Systems course. In the case of the Schulich BBA and IBBA degrees that course is SB/OMIS 3710 3.00-Information Systems.  SB/OMIS 6710 3.00 is the graduate equivalent of SB/OMIS 3710 3.00. Thus, adding SB/OMIS 6710 3.00 to the DIAc will ensure that DIAc students who proceed into the MAcc, will be at the same level of competence in Information Systems as students with CPA-accredited degrees who enter the MAcc at Term 1 and Schulich BBA and IBBA graduates (accounting specialization) who enter the MAcc at Term 2.
3. To obtain accreditation from CPA Ontario, the DIAc curriculum needs a mandatory Information Systems course such as SB/OMIS 6710

b) An outline of the changes to requirements and the associated learning outcomes/objectives, including how the proposed requirements will support the achievement of program/graduate diploma learning objectives.  Additionally, please append the graduate program’s existing learning outcomes as a separate document.
Technology and Big Data currently underpin all of the technical competencies of professional accountants. Increasingly as well employers have expressed an expectation of high level of proficiency in Data Analysis and Information systems from Accounting graduates. The DIAc does not include any Data Analytics and Information Systems courses in its current structure and the purpose of adding this course is part of the process of continual update to all programs to make them more relevant the rapidly changing environment.
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c) An overview of the consultation undertaken with relevant academic units and an assessment 
    of the impact of the modifications on other programs/graduate diplomas. 
Where and as appropriate, the proposal must include statements from the relevant program/graduate diplomas confirming consultation/support.
This change occurs in coordination with the Diploma in Advanced Accounting and Master of Accounting.  Consultations occurred within the Schulich accounting and OMIS areas, with the Schulich AD Academic and the Student Services unit.  Approval of this change included approval by the Programs Coordinating Committee, which ensured coordination with and approval by other relevant Schulich program representatives.  

d) A summary of any resource implications and how they are being addressed. 
Attention should be paid to whether the proposed changes will be supported by a reallocation of existing resources or if new/additional resources are required. If new/additional resources are required, the proposal must include a statement from the relevant Dean(s)/Principal.
e) A summary of how students currently enrolled in the program/graduate diploma will be   

    accommodated.
Current students will still complete the current curriculum.  Since the program is cohort-based, there will be no overlap between students in the current and future cohorts.  

4. Calendar Copy

Using the following two-column format, provide a copy of the relevant program/graduate diploma requirements as they will appear in the FGS Calendar - http://gradstudies.yorku.ca/current-students/regulations/program-requirements/.
Please note:  Senate requires that FULL Calendar copy be provided.  Please include the entire graduate program/diploma section, not just text that is being revised.
Please clearly and visibly indicate how graduate program/graduate diploma information has been changed using strikethrough (left column), bold, underlining, colours, etc. (right column).
	Existing Program/Graduate Diploma Information
(change from)
	Proposed Program/Graduate Diploma Information
(change to)

	The Graduate Diploma in Intermediate Accounting develops students’ academic and intellectual abilities in the core competency areas that constitute the field of accountancy. This includes courses that are fundamental to accounting as well as basic and intermediate courses in accounting. The program is suitable for graduates of non-business programs and graduates of business programs not accredited by the CPA Ontario. The curriculum is academically rigorous and comprises 27 credits over two terms. 
After completing the program, graduates will have acquired in-depth learning of all of the field’s competency areas and expertise in basic and intermediate accounting, covering the Core 1 and Core 2 of the CPA qualification path. Graduates may proceed to complete their education necessary for professional certification through pursuing Schulich’s Master of Accounting (advanced standing will be provided to successful graduates) or enter the CPA’s professional certification stream. 
Please visit http://schulich.yorku.ca for more information. 
	The Graduate Diploma in Intermediate Accounting develops students’ academic and intellectual abilities in the core competency areas that constitute the field of accountancy. This includes courses that are fundamental to accounting as well as basic and intermediate courses in accounting. The program is suitable for graduates of non-business programs and graduates of business programs not accredited by the CPA Ontario. The curriculum is academically rigorous and comprises 30 credits over two terms. 
After completing the program, graduates will have acquired in-depth learning of all of the field’s competency areas and expertise in basic and intermediate accounting, covering the Core 1 and Core 2 of the CPA qualification path. Graduates may proceed to complete their education necessary for professional certification through pursuing Schulich’s Master of Accounting (advanced standing will be provided to successful graduates) or enter the CPA’s professional certification stream. 
Please visit http://schulich.yorku.ca for more information. 


Please submit completed forms and required supporting documentation by email to the Coordinator, Faculty Governance– mmschiff@yorku.ca
Learning Outcomes
	
	
	
	Term 0
	Term 1

	 
	Expected Learning Outcomes
	How are Learning Objectives Achieved?
	MACC 5101
	MACC 5211
	ACTG 6120
	OMIS 6710
	FINE 5200
	MGMT 6200
	ACTG 6140
	ACTG 6550
	ACTG 6600
	ACTG 6710
	ACTG 6250
	MACC 6201

	Breadth and Depth of Knowledge
	Have high levels of proficiency in all of the major practice areas of accountancy including: Performance Measurement and Financial Reporting; Audit and Assurance and Taxation
	Students are required to take 30.0 credit hours of courses that cover these four broad areas of accountancy practice. 
	●
	●
	●
	
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●

	
	Demonstrate a thorough knowledge and understanding of all of the standards that govern the production and audit of financial statements for public and private companies.
	18 credits of the program are devoted to the production, consumption and audit of financial statements for public and private companies. Content goes from introduction to Intermediate level 
	●
	 
	●
	
	 
	 
	●
	 
	●
	 
	●
	●

	Research and Scholarship
	Can demonstrate their ability to conduct situation-based research using available financial and other information about business entities;
	All required courses include an applied research component. 
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●

	
	Can generate well-structured and formatted reports on the basis of this research;
	All courses have at least one group research project, and some assignments require individual student research where originality and creativity are emphasized. 
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●

	
	Can apply the results of academic research in accounting case situations;
	Some courses, required readings include academic journal articles. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	●
	 
	●
	●
	 
	 
	 
	●

	
	Can demonstrate through relevant applications a general familiarity with the top scholarly outlets in the field.
	 Use of scholarly articles in classes and assignments. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	●
	●
	●
	●
	
	●

	Level of Application and Knowledge
	Make sound decisions in complex situations by applying a mix of evidence, reason, and judgment while considering multiple perspectives
	Through case based courses students learn to apply and integrate the knowledge from the various sub-fields of professional accountancy to complex business situations. 
	●
	●
	●
	● 
	 
	 
	●
	 
	 
	 
	 
	●

	
	Be able to apply their knowledge to novel applications and contexts including different organizations and industries
	Cases develop students’ proficiency in integrating and applying knowledge of these multiple fields to professional practice contexts.
	●
	●
	●
	 ●
	 
	 
	●
	 
	 
	 
	 
	●


	
	Expected Learning Outcomes
	How are Learning Objectives Achieved?
	MACC 5101
	MACC 5211
	ACTG 6120
	OMIS 6710
	FINE 5200
	MGMT 6200
	ACTG 6140
	ACTG 6550
	ACTG 6600
	ACTG 6710
	ACTG 6250
	MACC 6201

	Professional Capacity / Autonomy
	Show the ability to respond effectively to the ethical  dilemmas that accountants face; 
	In projects and assignments students are exposed to various scenarios in which the accountant is required to make informed decisions in complex decision environments
	●
	●
	●
	●
	 
	 
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●

	
	Be able  to apply  ethical  frameworks and professional standards  to resolve them;
	 Ethical decision-making is a central theme of all of the program’s case based courses.  
	●
	●
	●
	
	 
	 
	●
	 
	 
	 
	 
	●

	
	Demonstrate the ability to act with integrity, transparency and in the public interest.
	Ethics and corporate governance themes are covered in all Financial Reporting, Management Accounting, Audit, and Taxation courses.
	●
	●
	●
	
	 
	 
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●

	Level of Communication Skills
	Be able to write concise, well-structured and well researched reports;
	The majority of the program’s courses require students to write reports and make individual or group presentations of their findings.  
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	 
	●
	●

	
	Demonstrate the ability to present and communicate their ideas clearly and effectively;
	Written reports are evaluated on content and clarity of exposition. In the oral presentation of findings communication and presentation skills are honed.
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●

	
	Be able to make effective and professional presentations and produce professionally formatted presentation slides and reports. 
	Course work projects require students to make oral presentations of their findings in professionally developed formats 
	●
	●
	●
	●
	 
	 
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●

	Awareness of Limits of Knowledge
	Demonstrate an awareness of the limitations of financial data as a basis for decision making
	Case based accounting courses illustrate the limits of accounting as a basis of decision making and will emphasize the need for multiple perspectives in decision making. 
	●
	●
	●
	●
	 
	 
	●
	●
	 
	 
	●
	●

	
	In realistic scenarios, can demonstrate their ability to distinguish between and resolve problems that can be solved using available knowledge despite insoluble issues that need to be managed.
	In all courses students are exposed to the multiple theoretical perspectives that underpin debates with accounting audit and related fields
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●


TERM





EXISTING CURRICULUM





TERM





PROPOSED CURRICULUM





0





MACC 5101 3.00Financial Accounting Fundamentals





0





MACC 5101 3.00Financial Accounting Fundamentals





ACTG 6120 3.00 Intermediate Financial Accounting 1





ACTG 6120 3.00 Intermediate Financial Accounting 1





MACC 5211 3.00 Management Accounting Fundamentals





MACC 5211 3.00 Management Accounting Fundamentals





FINE 5200  3.00 Managerial Finance  OR                             





MGMT 6200 3.00 Business Administration and the Law





FINE 5200  3.00 Managerial Finance  OR                             





MGMT 6200 3.00 Business Administration and the Law





OMIS 6710 3.00 Management Information Systems





1





ACTG 6140 3.00 Intermediate Financial Accounting II





1





ACTG 6140 3.00 Intermediate Financial Accounting II





ACTG 6600 3.00 Auditing Standards and Applications





ACTG 6600 3.00 Auditing Standards and Applications





ACTG 6710 3.00  Introduction to Income Taxation





ACTG 6710 3.00  Introduction to Income Taxation





ACTG 6550 1.5 Advanced Management Accounting 





ACTG 6550 1.5 Advanced Management Accounting 





MACC 6201 1.50 Multi-competency Case Analysis for 





Accountants 





MACC 6201 1.50 Multi-competency Case Analysis for 





Accountants 





ACTG





 6250 3.00 Financial Reporting and Analysis





ACTG





 6250 3.00 Financial Reporting and Analysis
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