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Faculty of Graduate Studies
Minutes
Thursday, December 5, 2019
3:00 p.m.
N940 Ross Building (Dr. Robert Everett Senate Chamber)
Present:	G. Abdel-Shehid, P. Angermeyer, E. Armstrong, M. Becker, K. Birch, C. Chaufan, R. da Silva Gorman, N. Davila, C. Ehrlich, M. Fogarty, S. Gabriele, L. Gilbert, M. Gordon, M. Hayward (Secretary), S. Hepburn, A. Hovorka, L. Kamenitz, A. Karim, P. Kelly, U.T. Khan, H. Khin, M.C. Leps, T. Loebel (Dean), A. Luong, M. MacDonald, S. Martin, R. McLaren, W. Moir, V. Muccilli, M.C. Pioffet, S. Pisana, J. Rozdilsky, C. Sandilands, M.M. Schiff (Recording Secretary), A.M. Tarc (Chair), A. Tucker, K. Valihora, I. Weldon, P. Wood, M. Zryd, D. Zwick
Regrets:	R. Grant, A. Hudson, H. Johnston, T. Kirchner, A. Kosavic, S. Lawrence, C. MacCallum Fraser, Y. Ramoul, T. Shanahan, V. Shea, S. Warwick, J. Zemans
1.  Welcome and Chair’s Remarks
Chair Aparna Mishra Tarc welcomed members of Council, and read this Indigenous acknowledgment:
“York University respectfully acknowledges our presence on the traditional territory of Indigenous Nations including the Wendat, Haudenosaunee (Iroquois), and Anishinaabe, and that this territory is the subject of the Dish With One Spoon Covenant and Wampum between the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, the Three Fires Confederacy (the Ojibwe, Odawa, and Pottawatomie), and allied nations to peaceably share and care for the resources in and around the Great Lakes. As a result of the Toronto Purchase, the protection and management of the land is now shared with the present generation of inhabitants of Toronto and, as Métis Elder Duke Redbird reminds us, ‘remembering always that we never own the land but rather borrow its use from our children.’”
Chair Tarc reminded councillors that there is no January meeting scheduled, and that the February 2020 meeting is expected to take place as scheduled.
2. Minutes of Previous Meeting (November 7, 2019) (.docx)
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved.
3.  Business Arising from the Minutes
There was no business arising from the minutes.
4. Proposed New Faculty of Urban and Environmental Change
Alice Hovorka, Dean, Faculty of Environmental Studies
Proposal (.pdf) 
For discussion
Dean of the Faculty of Environmental Studies Alice Hovorka addressed Council about the proposed Faculty of Urban and Environmental Change.  The new Faculty, which will combine the existing Faculty of Environmental Studies, five undergraduate departments, and the Graduate Programs in Environmental Studies and Geography, would commence September 1, 2020.  The new Faculty is expected to have a new Council by January 2020.  Dean Hovorka discussed issues that the new Faculty is intended to address, including “declining or flat-lining enrolments.”  She noted that of interest to this Council may in addition to the inclusion of existing graduate programs the possibility of new graduate programs in Environmental Science and Critical Urban Studies. Dean Hovorka looked ahead to solutions to the recruitment challenge the new Faculty.  Council discussed the proposal in light of the SHARP budget model, and referenced revenue streams such as professional programs.
5. Senate Consultation on University Academic Plan
Memo from Chair of Senate APPRC | Presentation | Draft retrospective (.pdfs) | UAP Renewal (URL)
Carl Ehrlich, Chair, Senate Academic Policy, Planning & Research Committee, and Kean Birch, FGS representative on Senate Academic Policy, Planning & Research Committee
For discussion
Professor Carl Ehrlich addressed Council, stating that Senate Academic Planning, Policy & Research Committee seeks to consult on York University’s future in order to shape a plan for 2020 to 2025.  The University Academic Plan is a foundational document that underlies the most important academic and institutional priorities.  York’s existing plan has seven priorities:  
1. Innovative, Quality Programs for Academic Excellence
2. Advancing Exploration, Innovation and Achievement in Scholarship, Research and Related Creative Activities
3. Enhanced Quality in Teaching and Student Learning
4. A Student-Centred Approach
5. Enhanced Campus Experience
6. Enhanced Community Engagement
7. Enabling the Plan
Professor Ehrlich referenced planning at other universities, which were found to undertake planning according to three broad formats:
•Traditional: organized around excellence in programming, research, student success, and community engagement 
•Thematic: organized around one or more central themes (e.g., impact of technology on society) 
•Grand Challenges: organized around local/global challenges/opportunities
The Senate committee is considering a new form of planning, and therefore consultations have become even more vital.  He encouraged those involved in graduate education at York to read and reply to the Senate Committee’s nine questions (see the Presentation).  Councillors were encouraged to participate via the UAP Renewal website or by emailing  info.univsec@yorku.ca.
At this point, Professor Kean Birch continued, on behalf of the Senate Academic Policy, Planning & Research Committee.  He invited comments from Council.  Councillor Mike Zryd spoke about “the great challenge of defending knowledge as a value.”  Dean Tom Loebel recommended the identification of research strengths, and defining areas of emerging success.  Graduate student Annie Luong spoke about difficulties related to reducing times to completion, and expressed concerns about defending knowledge when hindered by administrative and bureaucratic systems.  Professor Eric Armstrong spoke about “transformation” as a positive, open-ended “jumping off place.”  Professor Detlev Zwick spoke in favour of new interdisciplinary areas.  Dean Loebel was wary of the “grand challenge” focussed academic plan.  Hybridity was also cited as a theme.   Councillor Gamal Abdel-Shehid expressed thanks to the guests from Senate Academic Planning, Policy & Research Committee.  He also recommended that values and strengths continue to be investigated, towards a thematic grand theme approach.
Professor Ehrlich noted that not many universities have taken the grand challenge approach.  Senate Academic Planning, Policy & Research Committee advocates that York should be ahead of the curve with respect to academic planning.
6. Dean's Remarks and Discussion
Academic Integrity Module
Dean Tom Loebel reported that with the help of Schulich School of Business an academic integrity module has been devised. Associate Dean Mark Hayward added that the module will be rolled out in January.
Strategic Mandate Agreement 3
The Dean discussed enrolment in the context of the provincial government locking the enrolment corridor for the next five years.  The Provost is meeting with graduate programs.  What if graduate programs wish to grow?  What of areas that do not meet their targets?  There is pressure to create new revenue streams and cost recovery.
Graduate Curriculum
Anchor Faculties are discussing their graduate program mechanisms.  Senate Executive Committee will vet any changes.
7.  Major Modifications
Approved November 13, 2019, by the FGS Academic Planning & Policy Committee
* * *   F o r   A p p r o v a l  * * *
Graduate Program in Dance
Major Modification Notice of Intention (.pdf) | Notice of Intention Feedback (.docx) | Proposal (.docx)
Graduate Program Director Mary Fogarty introduced this item to Council.  The proposed revision from five to three terms involves the removal of the thesis option.  Core courses remain, and a capstone course will help prepare students who may continue to PhD studies.  A required research methods course must be taken in the first term of study.  It was moved, seconded, and CARRIED, unanimously,
“that the major modification proposed by the Graduate Program in Dance (Faculty of Graduate Studies) be APPROVED.”
Graduate Program in English
Major Modification to establish field in World Literature; changes in comprehensive examinations includes learning expectations proposal | Notice of Intention appendix | Learning outcomes (.docx)
Marie-Christine Leps, Coordinator of the Graduate Diploma in World Literature, introduced this item on behalf of the Director of the Graduate Program in English, who was not available to attend.  The graduate program has expanded offerings in this area since the graduate diploma was established in 2014.  The proposal traces the development of this important new area of study.  It was moved, seconded, and CARRIED, unanimously, 
“that the major modifications proposed by the Graduate Program in English (Faculty of Graduate Studies) be APPROVED.”
8.  Changes in Degree Requirements
Approved November 13, 2019, by the FGS Academic Planning & Policy Committee
* * *   F o r   A p p r o v a l  * * *
Graduate Program in Music
Change to course requirements, reducing required course from full course to half course Music 5010 6.0 to 3.0; increase in electives from 4 to 5 half courses | Curriculum map (.docx)
Graduate Program Director Stephanie Martin spoke about the reduction from full to half course for the required course, noting that students have more choice with the corresponding half-course expansion in elective courses.  It was moved, seconded, and CARRIED, unanimously,
“that the changes in degree requirements proposed by the Graduate Program in Music (Faculty of Graduate Studies) be APPROVED.”
Graduate Program in Psychology
Changes in course requirements of Historical, Theoretical and Critical Studies Area to reduce required number of courses from 27 to 21 credits | Learning outcomes (.docx)
This proposal reduces course requirements although the reduced number required would still exceed other non-clinical graduate areas in psychology and many other graduate programs.  Students will be able to undertake other requirements more expediently and participate in more extracurricular activities such as conference presentations and publishing.  It was moved, seconded, and CARRIED, unanimously,
“that the changes in and degree requirements proposed by the Graduate Program in Psychology (Faculty of Graduate Studies) be APPROVED.”
Graduate Program in Social Anthropology
Changes to course requirements to replace Social Anthropology 5010 3.0:  “Theory in Social Anthropology” with Social Anthropology 5060 3.0:  “Classic and Contemporary Theory in Social Anthropology” [Master’s] (.docx)
Changes to course requirements to replace Social Anthropology 6010 3.0:  “Advanced General Theory in Social Anthropology I” with Social Anthropology 5060 3.0:  “Classic and Contemporary Theory in Social Anthropology” [PhD] (.docx)
Related course changes Social Anthropology 5060 3.0 and 6011 6.0
Learning outcomes (.docx)
Graduate program director Maggie Macdonald introduced these changes.  The program proposes to combine the master’s and doctoral theory courses into one course.  The change does not revise program learning outcomes; there is also no corresponding change to program resources.  It was moved, seconded, and CARRIED, unanimously,
“that the changes in admission and degree requirements proposed by the Graduate Program in Social Anthropology (Faculty of Graduate Studies) be APPROVED.”
Graduate Program in Health
Change to course requirements list of field-specific courses to include Health 6300 3.0:  “Political Economy of Global Health” | New course proposal (.pdf) | Learning outcomes [MA and PhD] (.docx)
Graduate Program Director Claudia Chaufan presented this change to Faculty Council.  This revision is a straightforward minor addition to a list of courses in the program’s course requirements.  The added course examines international health issues.
It was moved, seconded, and CARRIED,
“that the changes in admission and degree requirements proposed by the Graduate Program in Health (Faculty of Graduate Studies) be APPROVED.”
9. Academic Integrity Module
Mark Hayward, Associate Dean, Faculty of Graduate Studies, and Wes Moir, Academic Affairs Officer, Faculty of Graduate Studies
* * *   F o r   I n f o r m a t i o n   * * *
It was noted that the Dean had discussed the new academic integrity module during his remarks.
10. Curriculum Changes
Approved November 13, 2019, by the FGS Academic Planning & Policy Committee’s Academic Affairs Subcommittee, and received for information by the FGS Academic Planning & Policy Committee on November 13, 2019
Councillors were invited to view these documents by contacting M. Michael Schiff, Coordinator, Faculty Governance.  The items were received for information.
* * *   F o r   I n f o r m a t i o n   * * *
Graduate Program in Environmental Studies
Change in Course Title and Description
Environmental Studies 6178 3.0:  from “Environmental Policy:  Implementation and Evaluation” to “Environmental Policy Research Methods:  Implementation and Evaluation” 
Graduate Program in Health
New Course Proposal [replaces deleted course]
Health 6300 3.0:  “Political Economy of Global Health” 
Course Deletion [replaced by new course]
Health 6300 3.0:  “Political Economy of Global Health”
Graduate Program in Humanities
Change in Course Title
Humanities 6160 3.0:  from “Knowledge’s Other:  Perspectives on Ignorance” to “Knowledge’s Other:  Epistemologies of Ignorance”
Humanities 6325 3.0:  from “The Idea of Utopia:  Introduction to Utopology” to “News from Utopia:  Utopian Social Theory Then and Now”
Graduate Program in Music
New, Integrated Course Proposals
Music 5201 3.0:  “J.S. Bach:  Life, Art and Legacy”/Integrated with the undergraduate course Arts, Media, Performance & Design Music 4201 3.0
Music 5202 3.0:  “Gospel Music History and Repertoire”/Integrated with the undergraduate course Arts, Media, Performance & Design Music 4202 3.0/Prerequisites include Arts, Media, Performance & Design Music 3556 3.0 or Arts, Media, Performance & Design Music 4556 3.0 and Arts, Media, Performance & Design Music 3406 3.0 or permission of course instructor
New Course Proposal
Music 5015 3.0:  “Composing and Recording for Motion Media:  From Creation and Recording to Delivery”
Change in Course Weight
Music 5010 from 6.0 to 3.0:  “Problems and Methods of Musical Research”
Graduate Program in Political Science
New, Crosslisted Course Proposal
Political Science 6031 3.0:  “Class and State in Precapitalist History:  History and Social Theory”/Same as Social & Political Thought 6102 3.0
Graduate Program in Public & International Affairs
New, Integrated Course Proposal
Public & International Affairs 6345 3.0:  Politics and Public Policy in Europe / La politique et les politiques publiques dans l’Union européenne”/Integrated with the undergraduate course Glendon College Political Science 4810 3.0
New Course Proposals
Public & International Affairs 6344 3.0:  “Social Policy in the Canadian Context”
Public & International Affairs 6346 3.0:  “Applied Ethics in Public and International Affairs / Éthique appliquée dans les affaires publiques et internationales”
Graduate Program in Social Anthropology
New Course Proposals
Social Anthropology 5060 3.0:  “Classic and Contemporary Theory in Social Anthropology”
Social Anthropology 5180 3.0:  “Commodifying Culture: Ethnographic Explorations in Informational Capitalism from Global Intellectual Property to Moral Economies of Care”
Change in Course Title
Social Anthropology 6011 3.0:  from “Advanced General Theory in Social Anthropology, Part II” to “Theoretical Concepts in Ethnographic Inquiry”
Graduate Program in Translation Studies
New, Crosslisted Course Proposal
Translation Studies 5801 3.0:  “Traffic in / of Meaning:  Intersections of Travel Writing and Translation”/Same as Humanities 5801 3.0
New Course Proposal
Translation Studies 5345 3.0:  “Translating into a Non-native Language”
Crosslisting
Translation Studies 5151 3.0:  “The City in Translation:  Negotiating Linguistic Plurality in Urban Contexts”/Same as English 6151 3.0
Change in Course Title
Translation Studies 5325 3.0:  from “Traduction littéraire” to “Literary Translation”
11.  Senate Synopsis
 * * *   F o r   I n f o r m a t i o n   * * *
Summary of Senate meeting of October 24, 2019 (url/.pdf)
The Senate synopsis was received for information.
12. Other Business
There was no other business.
13.	Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 4:51 p.m.

