York University Faculty of Graduate Studies 
Council Meeting
Minutes
Thursday, March 5, 2020
3:00 p.m.
N940 Ross Building (Dr. Robert Everett Senate Chamber)
Present:	N. Aminnejad, D. Bazely (Vice-Chair), M. Becker, E. Chakkour, A. Chauhan, S. Cunningham, R. da Silva Gorman, N. Davila, K. Gicas, L. Gilbert, L. Goldring, G. Grau, J. Hadlaw, M. Hayward (Secretary), S. Hepburn, A. Hudson, P. Kelly, G. Kernerman, T. Loebel (Dean), A. Luong, S. MacDonald, W. Moir, S. Murchison, M.M. Schiff (Recording Secretary), W. Sloan, A.M. Tarc (Chair), A. Tucker, S. Warwick, Y. Weima, P. Wood, M. Zryd, D. Zwick
Regrets:	L. Kamenitz, A. Kosavic, V. Muccilli, Y. Ramoul, C. Sandilands, V. Shea, I. Weldon, J. Zemans
1.  Welcome and Chair’s Remarks
Chair Aparna Mishra Tarc welcomed members of Council to the meeting.  She read this Indigenous acknowledgment:
“York University respectfully acknowledges our presence on the traditional territory of Indigenous Nations including the Wendat, Haudenosaunee (Iroquois), and Anishinaabe, and that this territory is the subject of the Dish With One Spoon Covenant and Wampum between the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, the Three Fires Confederacy (the Ojibwe, Odawa, and Pottawatomie), and allied nations to peaceably share and care for the resources in and around the Great Lakes. As a result of the Toronto Purchase, the protection and management of the land is now shared with the present generation of inhabitants of Toronto and, as Métis Elder Duke Redbird reminds us, ‘remembering always that we never own the land but rather borrow its use from our children.’”
2. Minutes of Previous Meeting (February 6, 2020
Minutes from the previous meeting were approved.
3.  Business Arising from the Minutes
There was no business arising from the minutes.

4. Dean's Remarks and Discussion
Changes in Graduate Curriculum Governance
Dean Tom Loebel reported that he had appeared at Senate Executive Committee in order to discuss procedures for Senate to consider with respect to graduate curriculum considerations for Faculty Councils with the process changing.  The visit was useful, Dean Loebel stated.  He recommended to Senate Executive Committee that Councils’ procedures be aligned, that the collegial governance process should be equally fair across Faculties.  Some draft motions have reached Senate Executive Committee from Faculty Councils.  The change may be complete by summer.
Councillor Mike Zryd suggested that graduate student representation on curriculum committees should be considered by every Faculty Council.  Dean Loebel replied that so far that is the case.  Chair Aparna Mishra Tarc noted that graduate student representation on Education’s Council might be improved.
5.  Changes in Graduate Diploma Requirements
Approved February 12, 2020, by the FGS Academic Planning & Policy Committee
* * *   F o r   A p p r o v a l  * * *
Graduate Diploma in Curatorial Studies in Visual Culture  (Type 2 – Concurrent)
Graduate Program Director and Coordinator Anna Hudson introduced this item to councillors.  The proposed changes to the Graduate Diploma in Curatorial Studies in Visual Culture would add the program’s ‘summer institute’ course to the courses available for credit for the graduate diploma, Graduate Studies Art History   6020 3.0:  “Art History and Visual Culture Summer Institute.”  The summer institute is a long-standing feature of the program.  The program would like to see the summer course underscore the Curatorial Studies graduate diploma.  The additional course “will deepen students’ knowledge of current debates within the professional art context and/or cognate fields (e.g., arts management).”  The course “will also additionally further seed professional networks in Toronto and beyond.”
It was moved, seconded, and CARRIED, unanimously,
“that the changes in diploma requirements proposed by the Graduate Diploma in Curatorial Studies in Visual Culture (Faculty of Graduate Studies) be APPROVED.”
6. Draft University Academic Plan
Senate Academic Planning, Policy & Research Committee's UAP Renewal site
Discussion
Dean Tom Loebel and Associate Dean Mark Hayward led a discussion concerning Senate Academic Planning, Policy & Research Committee’s draft University Academic Plan.  The next plan involves 2020 to 2025.  Dean Loebel reminded Council that this is not an empty exercise, that in fact the plan determines important priorities and their implementation, continuance and emphasis for the next five years.
Councillor and Director of the Graduate Program in Geography Patricia Wood critiqued the plan’s “global citizenship” language.   Dean Loebel stressed that there is much language in the draft plan that should be scrutinized; and that the Senate committee expects this kind of feedback.  References to the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals should also be examined.  Members of Council expressed that the plan’s drafters should be invited back to Council.  Councillor Philip Kelly, FGS’ representative to the Senate Executive Committee, stated that that Committee had met with the Board of Governors.  There will be discussion at the March and April meetings of Senate.  The UN sustainable goals, he stated, were seen as positives by Senate committees.  Dean Loebel noted that it is important to find language that is more widely positively received.  Councillor and Director of the Graduate Program in Art History Anna Hudson queried the lack of reference to an indigenous framework.  Councillor and Director of the Graduate Program in Cinema & Media Studies Mike Zryd asked about references to the way that the arts and humanities expand knowledge, and that the language of the draft plan could be an issue.
Associate Dean Mark Hayward informed Council that responses could be forwarded to the Senate committee via email.
7. Community Feedback on the 3 Minute Thesis
Consultation
Manager Communications Will Sloan addressed Council.  The Faculty is attempting to increase participation in this valuable activity, which presents ideas to an informed but non-specialist audience.  There has been some recalcitrance in graduate student sign-ups, perhaps a result of the competitive aspect of the activity.  Mr. Sloan sought feedback and suggestions to make the event more successful.  Councillors suggested more preparatory sessions.  Vice-Chair of Council Dawn Bazely spoke about the importance of communication in the sciences, and how scientific communication had become more important.  Vice-Chair Dawn Bazely referenced the following two student-founded and student-led conferences, for Council’s information:
https://comscicon.com/comscicon-can-2020
https://www.ryerson.ca/scixchange/SXCnewsandevents/2020/02/SciCommTOConference2020/
Related skills were discussed.  Dean Loebel referenced professional skills training.
8. Broadening the Thesis and Dissertation 
Consultation
Associate Dean Mark Hayward spoke about requests by students concerning alternatives to traditional formats for theses and dissertations.  A task force at the Canadian Association for Graduate Studies had in 2018 reviewed the issue, “Rethinking the PhD:  Broadening the Dissertation.”  York’s related policies are flexible but do not have guidelines; guidelines need to be attentive to norms in specific fields and disciplines, and maintain pan-university standards.  Dean Loebel spoke about related issues from the quality assurance standpoint which determines how degree-learning expectations are to be assessed and met.  As the final summative achievement, the dissertation must conform to the learning outcomes of the program.  Programs must provide a rationale for matching degree learning expectations.  Some discussion followed about learning outcomes in different programs.
Associate Dean Hayward asked if the existing Faculty of Graduate Studies’ framework is causing any related administrative anxiety.  How could the framework be improved?  Vice-Chair Dawn Bazely asked how thoughts that aren’t typed would be disseminated.  She also discussed open access policies in science.  York’s Institutional Repository, Yorkspace, was referenced.  Dean Loebel noted that the Faculty could go to programs for local conversations.
9. C4:  Cross-Campus Capstone Classroom
C4 Information (.pdf) | C4 Presentation (.pdf)
Discussion
Danielle Robinson
Professor Danielle Robinson, Co-Facilitator of York’s C4:  Cross-Campus Capstone Classroom endeavour, addressed Council.  She played a video that presented the capstone activity, and discussed the various themes and projects undertaken by students in the “course that’s not a course.”  C4 is becoming increasingly popular but seeks more graduate student and faculty member participation.  Members of Council offered much praise of the project and Professor Robinson’s efforts.  Councillors also discussed various funding methods and the importance of funding innovative ventures.  Dean Loebel noted that councillors could draw the attention of Associate Deans Graduate to C4.
Chair Aparna Mishra Tarc, and members of Council, thanked Professor Robinson for her presentation and for the development of the capstone classroom.
10. Curriculum Changes
Approved February 12, 2020, by the FGS Academic Planning & Policy Committee’s Academic Affairs Subcommittee, and received for information by the FGS Academic Planning & Policy Committee on February 12, 2020
Councillors were invited to view these documents by contacting M. Michael Schiff, Coordinator, Faculty Governance.  The curriculum items were received for information.
* * *   F o r   I n f o r m a t i o n   * * *
Graduate Program in Études françaises
New Course Proposal
Études françaises 5618 3.0 :  « Variation du français nord-américain »
Graduate Program in English
New Course Proposal
English 6982 3.0:  “The Post-Romantic Tradition”
Graduate Program in Geography
New Course Proposal
Geography 5350 3.0:  “Geographies of Immigration, Ethnicity and Race in the City”
Graduate Program in Health
New Course Proposals
Health 5000 3.0:  “Directed Studies in Health Studies”
Health 5200 3.0:  “Health Policy Practicum”/Prerequisite:  Health 5485 3.0:  “Public Policy and Health”
Graduate Program in Law
    Part-Time LLM in Energy & Infrastructure Law
New Course Proposal
Energy & Infrastructure Law 7003 6.0:  “Canadian Law of Environmental Protection”
    Part-Time LLM Specializing in General Law
New Course Proposals
General Law 6201 3.0:  “Canadian Legal Research and Analysis”
General Law 6202 3.0:  “Introduction to Graduate Legal Academic Writing”
Graduate Program in Psychology
New Course Proposals [two new half courses replace existing full course]
Psychology 6431 3.0:  “Cognitive Assessment”
Psychology 6432 3.0:  “Personality Assessment”
Course Deletion [replaced by two half courses above]
Psychology 6430 6.0:  “Assessment in Psychology”
Change in Course Description
Psychology 6273 3.0:  “Computer Programming for Experimental Psychology”
11.  Other Business
There was no other business.
12.  Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 5:25 p.m.

