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1. Program: Graduate Program in Music
2. Degree Designation: Master of Arts
3. Type of Modification:  changes to program requirements 
4. Effective Date: Fall 2019
 
5. Provide a general description of the proposed changes to the program.
The Master of Arts degree in Music will no longer require the thesis as the terminal document and will be replaced with a Major Research Paper and revised course work requirements. The coursework component for the Master of Arts will require a reduction from 24 course credits to 18 course credits. The testing of a relevant second language will be eliminated.
6. Provide the rationale for the proposed changes.
The proposed degree changes continue to support York University’s foundational tenets of excellence in research, cultivating a critical intellect and expanding the boundaries of knowledge.  Although the content of the curriculum is not altered with this proposed degree change, the overall pathway to the completion of the MA in Music is more equitable for all students whether they be musicologists, ethnomusicologists or composers.  This change is also in line with a current trend in academia at the Masters level to replace the thesis requirement with a rigorous Major Research paper component and the elimination of a language requirement. This trend is not limited to the Music field as found at Oxford University (UK) and the University of Cambridge (UK) but can also be found at the University of Toronto in History, University of Ottawa in the Graduate School of Public and International Affairs, and at York University in Art History. The proposed change, due to the lack of curricular change, in no way duplicates existing programs at York or in Ontario.

7. Comment on the alignment between the program changes with Faculty and/or University academic plans.
The objectives of the Graduate Program in Music align with the concepts articulated in the University and Faculty plans. These concepts are long established in the program and strive in structuring itself to promote diversity, inclusion, interdisciplinary approaches, student engagement, and academic quality. The connection of our graduate students to the wider musical communities is established and reinforces the nature of our engagement with the broader cultural constituency. The program is committed to “the advancement of knowledge across the full spectrum of disciplinary and interdisciplinary activities.”  
8. Provide a detailed outline of the changes to the program and the associated learning outcomes, including how the proposed requirements will support the achievement of program learning objectives (i.e., the mapping of the requirements to the program learning outcomes).
At the present time the MA in Music degree consists of two program pathways. 

Students currently within the Musicology/Ethnomusicology area of study are required to take MUSI 5010 Theoretical Perspectives in Music Research (6.0). Students who wish to write and defend a Thesis are required to take four additional half courses (3.0) to complete the degree. Those musicology/ethnomusicology students who wish to write a major research paper are required to take MUSI 5010 Theoretical Perspectives in Music Research (6.0) and an additional six half courses (3.0) to complete the degree. An examination testing the student’s reading knowledge of French, German or other relevant second language is required.


Students within the Composition area of study are currently required to write and defend a thesis, and are required to take Seminar in Composition I (3.0), Seminar in Composition II (3.0) and Musical Analysis (3.0) and an additional three half courses (3.0).  Both of the pathways that include the writing of a thesis and defense comprise a total of 18 credits of coursework.  There is no language requirement for students within the Composition area of study.

The proposed change will eliminate the thesis and defense component in the Master of Arts in Music degree, replacing it with a Major Research Paper. The course work requirement will change as follows. Students within the Musicology/Ethnomusicology area of study will be required to take MUSI 5010 Theoretical Perspective in Music Research 6.0 and complete four additional half courses (3.0) and fulfill the Major Research Paper requirement. Students within the Composition area of study are required to take Seminar in Composition I (3.0), Seminar in Composition II (3.0) and Musical Analysis (3.0) and complete an additional three half courses (3.0) and fulfill the Major Research Paper requirement. The revised proposal will require a total of eighteen credits for all Master of Arts students.
An additional proposed change is the elimination of language requirement for students within the Musicology/Ethnomusicology area.

The proposed changes will support our learning outcomes by continuing to build upon the knowledge derived from the core curriculum and individual research choices. Graduates of the program will be familiar with a variety of methodological approaches to the study of music, have strong critical skills, excellent writing skill, an understanding of music theory, cultures, performance and history. 
The proposed degree changes continue to support the stated learning outcomes as well as York University’s foundational tenets of excellence in research, cultivating a critical intellect and expanding the boundaries of knowledge.  Although the content of the curriculum is not altered with this proposed degree change, the overall pathway to the completion of the MA in Music is more equitable for all students whether they be musicologists, ethnomusicologists or composers.  This change is also in line with a current trend in academia at the Masters level to replace the thesis requirement with a rigorous Major Research paper component and the elimination of a language requirement. This trend is not limited to the Music field as found at Oxford University (UK) and the University of Cambridge (UK) but can also be found at the University of Toronto in History, University of Ottawa in the Graduate School of Public and International Affairs, and at York University in Art History. The proposed change, due to the lack of curricular change, in no way duplicates existing programs at York or in Ontario.


9. Summarize the consultation undertaken with relevant academic units, including commentary on the impact of the proposed changes on other programs. Provide individual statements from the relevant program(s) confirming consultation and their support.
I consulted with all available programs within AMPD that employ the MA MRP approach to their graduate degree. There were two colleagues outside of the Music department whose programs presently have the Major Research Paper as their Masters terminal document. 
Darcy Callison, the former GPD in the Dance department, shared his thoughts regarding not only the merits of the MRP over the thesis but also the issue of a course work only variant for the MA. Of the three approaches he felt that the implementation of the MRP is the growing trend in the Fine Arts amongst post-secondary institutions. He also suggested that the one year MA with the MRP component is perceived by potential students as a strong degree achievable in a shorter time period, in contrast to the two year MA.
Magdalena Kazubowski-Houston, the present GPD in the Theatre department, was very informative about how the implementation of the MRP approach ,rather than thesis document with defense, has become a successful componenet of their graduate program. Several of my colleagues in the Music department were concerned that the MRP would not be considered as academically rigorous as the thesis when applying for a PhD program.   Professor Kazubowski-Houston reassured me that in her experience, the MRP has never prevented a student from advancing into a Doctoral program. In fact, she suggested that “the MRP MA is a quick stepping stone to the PhD” and this attracts students to the Theatre program. She also felt that the MA MRP is a growing trend with Graduate Arts programs. The final point she stressed was that due to the decrease in full time faculty for graduate committee work and defenses, the MRP is a tool that doesn’t require such a large commitment from the graduate faculty, unlike a Thesis, which requires a defense.

10. Are changes to the program’s admission requirements being proposed coincident with the program change(s)? If so, outline the admission changes, and comment on the appropriateness of the revised requirements to the achievement of the program learning outcomes.
The proposed changes to the MA in Music do not affect the program’s admissions requirements.
11. Describe any resource implications and how they are being addressed (e.g., through a reallocation of existing resources). If new/additional resources are required, provide a statement from the relevant Dean(s)/Principal confirming resources will be in place to implement the changes. 
No new or reallocation of resources are required for this change in the MA in Music degree.
12. Is the mode of delivery of the program changing? If so, comment on the appropriateness of the revised mode(s) of delivery to the achievement of the program learning outcomes.
The mode of delivery of the program is not changing due to the proposed changes.
13. Is the assessment of teaching and learning within the program changing? If so, comment on the appropriateness of the revised forms of assessment to the achievement of the program learning outcomes.
The assessment of teaching and learning
14. Provide a summary of how students currently enrolled in the program will be accommodated.
All graduate students who are presently enrolled in the MA in Music degree may choose to either complete their degree by submitting a Thesis and scheduling a defense with their supervisory committee and one outside (non-music) committee member or they may choose to complete a Major Research paper under the supervision of their two music department committee members. The translation test of a non-English language will not be required of any MA student presently enrolled in the program. 
15. Provide as an appendix a side-by-side comparison of the existing and proposed program requirements as they will appear in the Undergraduate or Graduate Calendar. 
The side-by side comparison is a attached.
