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  Change to Program/Graduate Diploma Academic Requirements Proposal Template

The following information is required for all proposals involving a change to program/graduate diploma academic requirements, including admission requirements. To facilitate the review/approval process, please use the headings below (and omit the italicized explanations below each heading).

1. Program/Graduate Diploma: Psychology
2. Effective Session of Proposed Change(s): January 2020
3. Proposed Change(s) and Rationale
The description of and rationale for the proposed change(s) should provide information with respect to each of the following points. Please provide:
a) A description of the proposed change(s) and rationale, including alignment with academic plans.
The Clinical Developmental Area has a program requirement dating from the 2012-13 Curriculum Changes that involved our students gaining clinical experience in conducting intake interviews, for a total of 15 direct contact hours, in the York University Psychology Clinic. This work was to be completed during the MA 1 or 2 academic years. This requirement was implemented in the 2013-14 academic year and has been in place until 2017-18. At that time, in response to demand for more student face-to-face interview hours, the Clinical Developmental Area implemented a new requirement which added 15 more intake hours, for a total of 30 intake hours to be completed during the MA, and prior to taking on casework. This change was piloted for the past two years, with the extra hours being credited as program sanctioned hours, rather than being made a formal program requirement. Program-sanctioned hours are a way in which we credit extra work that is being done clinically, outside of the required courses and training hours. However, given this is now a requirement, we would like to make this formal in our documentation.  Program completion rates will not be negatively affected by this change, as it is simply formal acknowledgement of what the students are currently already doing.  
b) An outline of the changes to requirements and the associated learning outcomes, including how the proposed requirements will support the achievement of program/graduate diploma learning objectives.
The change to the requirements is as follows: YUPC Intake Hours during the MA to be increased to 30 hours, from 15 hours. The overall number of hours with a case is thus 45, up from 30.
We have found that the added hours have not affected student completion of the MA program and have been found to add to the direct client contact hours that students require for practicum and internship applications. The learning objective being targeted is increased practice and facility with conducting interviews with clients who are seeking mental health services, and an increase in the breadth of experience in terms of the types of clients who are completing the intake process. This facility in conducting intakes is a required skill for practica in PhD years, in internships at the end of the program, and prepares students for their future careers as independent clinicians.  Thus, the additional hours assist students in fulfilling the learning objectives of the program.   We have appended the learning objectives for our program to this document.  
c) An overview of the consultation undertaken with relevant academic units and an assessment of the impact of the modifications on other programs/graduate diplomas. (Where and as appropriate, the proposal must include statements from the relevant program/graduate diplomas confirming consultation/support.)
Because this has been an issue only within our Clinical Developmental Area, there has been no consultation undertaken with other areas or diplomate programs.
d) A summary of any resource implications and how they are being addressed. (Attention should be paid to whether the proposed changes will be supported by a reallocation of existing resources or if new/additional resources are required. If new/additional resources are required, the proposal must include a statement from the relevant Dean(s)/Principal.)
There are no resource implications. All intake interview training has not changed, and there are no further resources needed in terms of space.
e) A summary of how students currently enrolled in the program/graduate diploma will be accommodated.
There are no accommodations to be made, as the changes will be relevant only to incoming cohorts, not to existing students. Students who are in the PhD are not in need of intake interview experience, as they have already been in practica, or are applying for internship. The change is to augment the skill base at the MA level prior to beginning case work.
4. Calendar Copy

Using the following two-column format, provide a copy of the relevant program/graduate diploma requirements as they will appear in the graduate Calendar. 

	Existing Program/Graduate Diploma Information
(change from)
	Proposed Program/Graduate Diploma Information
(change to)

	Clinical-Developmental

Master of Arts Program

1. Courses

a) Either Psychology 6020 3.0: Historical and Theoretical

Foundations of Contemporary Psychology A or Psychology

6030 3.0: Historical and Theoretical Foundations of

Contemporary Psychology B;

b) Psychology 6131 3.0: Univariate Analysis I: Analysis of

Variance, and Psychology 6132 3.0: Univariate Analysis II:

Regression;

c) Psychology 6610 3.0: Social and Emotional Bases of

Development;

d) Psychology 6900 3.0: Issues in CD Psychology: A Proseminar

in Ethics, Practice, and Research; and,

e) Psychology 6905 3.0: Biological and Cognitive Bases of

Development;

f) Psychology 6910 3.0: Psychoeducational Assessment of

Children and Adolescents;

g) Psychology 6920 3.0: Clinical and Diagnostic Assessment of

Children and Adolescents;

h) Psychology 6965 1.5: Diversity in Clinical Practice with

Children and Adolescents;

i) Psychology 6955 3.0: Developmental Psychopathology.

2. Practica

Each area of specialization assigns practica to those candidates

within its area. In the practicum the student’s academic learning is

applied and consolidated. The practicum is also a context in which

the student’s professional conduct and development are supported

and evaluated. Grades are given to practica, and are assigned with

awareness that both academic learning and professional responsibility

are uniquely related to the practicum experience.

Students in the Clinical-Developmental Area are required to complete

a research practicum (Psychology 6820 6.0).

3. Thesis and Oral Examination

Under the supervision of a committee (normally consisting of

a supervisor and one other faculty member from the program),

each candidate must conduct a research study on a topic chosen in

consultation with their supervisor and report the results in appropriate

thesis form. The research and thesis should demonstrate the

candidate’s independence, originality, and understanding of the area

under investigation. After the formal submission of the thesis, an oral

examination, normally centred on the thesis and matters related to it,

is held.

 Note: The MA program requires a minimum of two years (six

terms of registration). All requirements for the MA degree must

be fulfilled within four years (12 terms). Students who have not

finished at the end of two years (six terms) must register part-time

and become ineligible for further course registration, practica, and

financial support until all requirements for the degree are met.

Note: Additional Clinical-Developmental Area

Requirements

Professionalism and Ethical Conduct

On an annual basis, students are formally evaluated by the area

faculty members on their Professional and Ethical Conduct based

on a compilation of course evaluations, practicum evaluations (if

applicable), and an evaluation from their thesis supervisor.

Program-Sanctioned YUPC Hours

Students in the program will complete 30 hours during their MA

conducting supervised clinical activities in the York University

Psychology Clinic.

Doctor of Philosophy Program

1. Courses

a) Six credits in courses specializing in quantitative methods from

the statistics courses offered in graduate psychology, chosen from a

list of courses approved by the program;

b) Psychology 6930 3.0: Clinical Developmental Interventions:

Foundations;

c) Psychology 6490B 3.0: Ethical Issues in Professional Practice;

d) Psychology 6970 3.0: Clinical Developmental Interventions:

Advanced Skills; and,

e) Minimum of 1.0 courses or equivalent at the 6000 level.

2. Practica

Each area of specialization assigns practica to those candidates

within its area. In the practicum the student’s academic learning is

applied and consolidated. The practicum is also a context in which

the student’s professional conduct and development are supported

and evaluated. Grades are given to practica, and are assigned with

awareness that both academic learning and professional responsibility

are uniquely related to the practicum experience.

Two clinical practica (330 hours each) are required, one in assessment

(Psychology 6910P 6.0) and one in intervention (Psychology 6930P

6.0). They are completed in years PhD 1 and PhD 2, respectively.

3. Internship

Students are required to successfully complete either a full-time,

12-month (1600 hours) clinical internship (Psychology 6840 6.0) or

two half-time (800 hours) clinical internships taken over two years

(Psychology 6840A 3.0 and Psychology 6840B 3.0) are required.

The clinical internship(s) involve(s) intensive and extensive clinical

training with opportunities to and responsibility for carrying out

major professional functions. Normally this is done at the end

of their program; all required coursework, the academic breadth

comprehensive area paper, and an approved dissertation proposal

must be completed before the student is eligible to apply for the

internship. Indeed, students may do an internship after completion of

the dissertation and its oral defence.

4. Academic Breadth Comprehensive Paper

Each PhD candidate is required to write an academic breadth

comprehensive paper on a topic chosen in consultation with their

supervisor. The academic breadth comprehensive paper is intended

to foster breadth of psychological knowledge, and therefore must be

in an area not directly related to the candidate’s dissertation research.

With permission, the topic may be chosen from a field outside

psychology.

The academic breadth comprehensive must be completed and

approved by the end of the summer term (September 15) of the third

year of the PhD residency (PhD III). It is expected that the academic

breadth comprehensive paper will be completed before work begins

on the PhD dissertation.

5. Dissertation and Oral Examination

Each PhD candidate must conduct one or more research studies on

a topic chosen in consultation with their supervisor and report the

results in appropriate dissertation form. The research and dissertation

should demonstrate the candidate’s independence, originality, and

understanding of the area of investigation and should constitute

a contribution to knowledge. After the formal submission of the

dissertation, an oral examination, normally centred on the dissertation

and matters related to it, is held to determine whether or not the

candidate has fulfilled their dissertation requirement.

 Note: The PhD program requires a minimum of two years (six

terms of registration). All requirements for a PhD degree must be

fulfilled within 18 terms (6 years) of registration as a full-time or

part-time doctoral student. Terms that students register as Leave of

Absence, Maternity Leave, Parental Leave or No Course Available

are not included in these time limits.

Note: Additional Clinical-Developmental Area

Requirements

Professionalism and Ethical Conduct

On an annual basis, students are formally evaluated by the area

faculty members on their Professional and Ethical Conduct based

on a compilation of course evaluations, practicum evaluations (if

applicable), and an evaluation from their thesis supervisor.

Program-Sanctioned YUPC Hours

Students in the program will complete 30 hours during their PhD

conducting supervised clinical activities in the York University

Psychology Clinic.


	Clinical-Developmental

Master of Arts Program

1. Courses

a) Either Psychology 6020 3.0: Historical and Theoretical

Foundations of Contemporary Psychology A or Psychology

6030 3.0: Historical and Theoretical Foundations of

Contemporary Psychology B;

b) Psychology 6131 3.0: Univariate Analysis I: Analysis of

Variance, and Psychology 6132 3.0: Univariate Analysis II:

Regression;

c) Psychology 6610 3.0: Social and Emotional Bases of

Development;

d) Psychology 6900 3.0: Issues in CD Psychology: A Proseminar

in Ethics, Practice, and Research; and,

e) Psychology 6905 3.0: Biological and Cognitive Bases of

Development;

f) Psychology 6910 3.0: Psychoeducational Assessment of

Children and Adolescents;

g) Psychology 6920 3.0: Clinical and Diagnostic Assessment of

Children and Adolescents;

h) Psychology 6965 1.5: Diversity in Clinical Practice with

Children and Adolescents;

i) Psychology 6955 3.0: Developmental Psychopathology.

2. Practica

Each area of specialization assigns practica to those candidates

within its area. In the practicum the student’s academic learning is

applied and consolidated. The practicum is also a context in which

the student’s professional conduct and development are supported

and evaluated. Grades are given to practica, and are assigned with

awareness that both academic learning and professional responsibility

are uniquely related to the practicum experience.

Students in the Clinical-Developmental Area are required to complete

a research practicum (Psychology 6820 6.0).

3. Thesis and Oral Examination

Under the supervision of a committee (normally consisting of

a supervisor and one other faculty member from the program),

each candidate must conduct a research study on a topic chosen in

consultation with their supervisor and report the results in appropriate

thesis form. The research and thesis should demonstrate the

candidate’s independence, originality, and understanding of the area

under investigation. After the formal submission of the thesis, an oral

examination, normally centred on the thesis and matters related to it,

is held.

 Note: The MA program requires a minimum of two years (six

terms of registration). All requirements for the MA degree must

be fulfilled within four years (12 terms). Students who have not

finished at the end of two years (six terms) must register part-time

and become ineligible for further course registration, practica, and

financial support until all requirements for the degree are met.

Note: Additional Clinical-Developmental Area

Requirements

Professionalism and Ethical Conduct

On an annual basis, students are formally evaluated by the area

faculty members on their Professional and Ethical Conduct based

on a compilation of course evaluations, practicum evaluations (if

applicable), and an evaluation from their thesis supervisor.

Program-Sanctioned YUPC Hours

Students in the program will complete 45 hours during their MA

conducting supervised clinical activities in the York University

Psychology Clinic.

Doctor of Philosophy Program

1. Courses

a) Six credits in courses specializing in quantitative methods from

the statistics courses offered in graduate psychology, chosen from a

list of courses approved by the program;

b) Psychology 6930 3.0: Clinical Developmental Interventions:

Foundations;

c) Psychology 6490B 3.0: Ethical Issues in Professional Practice;

d) Psychology 6970 3.0: Clinical Developmental Interventions:

Advanced Skills; and,

e) Minimum of 1.0 courses or equivalent at the 6000 level.

2. Practica

Each area of specialization assigns practica to those candidates

within its area. In the practicum the student’s academic learning is

applied and consolidated. The practicum is also a context in which

the student’s professional conduct and development are supported

and evaluated. Grades are given to practica, and are assigned with

awareness that both academic learning and professional responsibility

are uniquely related to the practicum experience.

Two clinical practica (330 hours each) are required, one in assessment

(Psychology 6910P 6.0) and one in intervention (Psychology 6930P

6.0). They are completed in years PhD 1 and PhD 2, respectively.

3. Internship

Students are required to successfully complete either a full-time,

12-month (1600 hours) clinical internship (Psychology 6840 6.0) or

two half-time (800 hours) clinical internships taken over two years

(Psychology 6840A 3.0 and Psychology 6840B 3.0) are required.

The clinical internship(s) involve(s) intensive and extensive clinical

training with opportunities to and responsibility for carrying out

major professional functions. Normally this is done at the end

of their program; all required coursework, the academic breadth

comprehensive area paper, and an approved dissertation proposal

must be completed before the student is eligible to apply for the

internship. Indeed, students may do an internship after completion of

the dissertation and its oral defence.

4. Academic Breadth Comprehensive Paper

Each PhD candidate is required to write an academic breadth

comprehensive paper on a topic chosen in consultation with their

supervisor. The academic breadth comprehensive paper is intended

to foster breadth of psychological knowledge, and therefore must be

in an area not directly related to the candidate’s dissertation research.

With permission, the topic may be chosen from a field outside

psychology.

The academic breadth comprehensive must be completed and

approved by the end of the summer term (September 15) of the third

year of the PhD residency (PhD III). It is expected that the academic

breadth comprehensive paper will be completed before work begins

on the PhD dissertation.

5. Dissertation and Oral Examination

Each PhD candidate must conduct one or more research studies on

a topic chosen in consultation with their supervisor and report the

results in appropriate dissertation form. The research and dissertation

should demonstrate the candidate’s independence, originality, and

understanding of the area of investigation and should constitute

a contribution to knowledge. After the formal submission of the

dissertation, an oral examination, normally centred on the dissertation

and matters related to it, is held to determine whether or not the

candidate has fulfilled their dissertation requirement.

 Note: The PhD program requires a minimum of two years (six

terms of registration). All requirements for a PhD degree must be

fulfilled within 18 terms (6 years) of registration as a full-time or

part-time doctoral student. Terms that students register as Leave of

Absence, Maternity Leave, Parental Leave or No Course Available

are not included in these time limits.

Note: Additional Clinical-Developmental Area

Requirements

Professionalism and Ethical Conduct

On an annual basis, students are formally evaluated by the area

faculty members on their Professional and Ethical Conduct based

on a compilation of course evaluations, practicum evaluations (if

applicable), and an evaluation from their thesis supervisor.

Program-Sanctioned YUPC Hours

Students in the program will complete 30 hours during their PhD

conducting supervised clinical activities in the York University

Psychology Clinic.
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