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Change to Program/Graduate Diploma Academic Requirements Proposal Form
The following information is required for all proposals involving a minor modification to program/graduate diploma academic requirements. To facilitate the review/approval process, please use the headings below (and omit the italicized explanations below each heading).
1. Program/Graduate Diploma:  Master’s degree in Social Anthropology
2. Effective Session of Proposed Change(s):   September 2020
3. Proposed Change(s) and Rationale
The description of and rationale for the proposed modification(s) should provide information with respect to each of the following points:
a) A description of the proposed modification(s) and rationale, including alignment with academic plans.
See below.
b) An outline of the changes to requirements and the associated learning outcomes/objectives, including how the proposed requirements will support the achievement of program/graduate diploma learning objectives.  
We propose a minor modification to the MA degree requirements.  Currently the required theory course for MA students in Social Anthropology is ANTH 5010: Theory in Social Anthropology taken in the fall term (3.0 credits) of the first year.
We propose to replace that course with ANTH 5060: Classic and Contemporary Theory in Social Anthropology. The new course proposal for ANTH 5060 should be considered alongside this form. The new course will be required for both MA and PhD students.  It will serve as the course by which all incoming students at the graduate level deepen their understanding of both classic and contemporary anthropological theory and learn to apply it in their own work. 
While this change has been prompted by the need to ensure the viability and integrity of the doctoral program in years when we have a small incoming PhD class, MA students will find themselves in an enriched learning environment. The course director will attend to differences between MA and PhD students as they would in any other grad level course and devise appropriate reading loads, assignments and expectations as necessary.  This change will not alter the expected learning outcomes for MA students and will continue to support the MA program’s leaning objectives. The Expected Learning Outcomes document for our graduate program has been submitted as part of the package of proposed changes.
c) An overview of the consultation undertaken with relevant academic units and an assessment of the impact of the modifications on other programs/graduate diplomas. 
Not applicable. There is no impact on other programs. 
d) A summary of any resource implications and how they are being addressed. 
There will be no greater draw on human or other resources. By combining the MA and PHD theory courses into one single course, we are in fact reducing the number of core courses that the graduate program must mount each year and we may offer another elective course. 
e) A summary of how students currently enrolled in the program/graduate diploma will be accommodated.
This change will not affect students currently in the program but will apply only to students entering the program in September 2020. 

4. Calendar Copy

Using the following two-column format, provide a copy of the relevant program/graduate diploma requirements as they will appear in the FGS Calendar - http://gradstudies.yorku.ca/current-students/regulations/program-requirements/.
Please note:  Senate requires that FULL Calendar copy be provided.  Please include the entire graduate program/diploma section, not just text that is being revised.
Please clearly and visibly indicate how graduate program/graduate diploma information has been changed using strikethrough (left column), bold, underlining, colours, etc. (right column).
	Existing Program/Graduate Diploma Information
(change from)
	Proposed Program/Graduate Diploma Information
(change to)

	Insert program requirements from http://gradstudies.yorku.ca/current-students/regulations/program-requirements/
SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGY

The Graduate Program in Social Anthropology offers courses and opportunities for advanced studies and research leading to the MA 

and PhD degrees.

The principal focus in the program is the social anthropology of contemporary societies, with a concentration on areas of change and complexity in social and cultural life at levels ranging from 

local to global, and emphasis on theoretical and practical research that combines conceptual sophistication, reflexivity and political 

engagement. Fieldwork in the program focuses on political, social and cultural locations in interconnected worlds as well as in particular 

regions.

A diversity of perspectives among the faculty is enlivened by the complexity and contestation of theoretical and policy positions within 

contemporary anthropology and, more broadly, the world in which we live.

Areas of specialization are as follows:

( Health, illness and the body 

Disability, global health, mental health, food and nutrition, medical 

systems
( Knowledge systems

Science, technology, religion, nature, environments

( Representation, identity, performance

Public culture, gender, sexuality, race, racism, ethnicity, media, visual culture, tourism

( Power, politics, development

Political economy, (post) colonialism, economics, nationalism, diaspora and transnationalism, policy, advocacy, social movements.
MASTER OF ARTS PROGRAM

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Graduates with an honours degree in Social Anthropology with at least a B+ average in the last two years of study, or its equivalent, may be admitted to the MA program. Applicants with a B average may be considered only if they can offer exceptional (B+ or better) grades in social anthropology courses.
MA Degree by Research-Review Paper

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS

Studies for the Master’s degree require five terms to complete, beginning with the Fall term, and are pursued by a research-review paper.
Candidates for the MA degree must fulfill the following requirements:
1. Courses

Masters students must complete 24 credits of coursework including
Social Anthropology 5010 3.0: Theory in Social Anthropology, 

Social Anthropology 5020 3.0: Methods in Social Anthropology, and 
Social Anthropology 5000 6.0: Graduate Seminar in Ethnographic Research, Practice, and Professionalization.

The remaining 12 credits should be selected from the list of graduate theme courses offered in Social Anthropology, with substitutes from cognate disciplines at the discretion of the Graduate Program Director.
2. Research-Review Paper and Oral Examination

Candidates must write a research-review paper (in the range of 40-50 pages) under the supervision of a two-member committee, on a topic approved by that committee and by the Graduate Program Director of Social Anthropology. The paper should demonstrate creative and analytical ability and an advanced understanding of the selected topic. 

At the beginning of their fifth term of study, all MA students must present on the results of their research in a master’s research colloquium. 

The research-review paper is normally submitted to the Graduate Program at the end of the fifth term of study. The candidate is then examined orally on the paper and related matters by the supervisory 

committee together with the Graduate Program Director.
After submission of the paper, a candidate is examined orally on the paper and related matters by the supervisory committee together with 

the Graduate Program Director.
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