Change to Program/Graduate Diploma Academic Requirements Proposal Form
The following information is required for all proposals involving a minor modification to program/graduate diploma academic requirements. To facilitate the review/approval process, please use the headings below (and omit the italicized explanations below each heading).
1. Program/Graduate Diploma: Social & Political Thought, M.A. degree program 
2. Effective Session of Proposed Change(s):  2019/2020 Winter Term
3. Proposed Change(s) and Rationale
The description of and rationale for the proposed modification(s) should provide information with respect to each of the following points:
A description of the proposed modification(s) and rationale, including alignment with academic plans.
The modification involves adding one 3.0 compulsory “writing workshop course” to provides students with an opportunity to draft their Major Research Paper (MRP) and proposal in a collective environment.  It also provides them a chance to work closely with their instructor in developing the design, methodology and theoretical approach of the an MRP. 
The change from a two-year to a one-year MA currently means that students are rushed to complete the MRP in summer.  In the new format, students will have this workshop time to draft their MRP and consult with a Faculty member in a hands-on way.

This aligns with several of our goals in the academic plan, the principal one being improving time to completion.

b) An outline of the changes to requirements and the associated learning outcomes/objectives, including how the proposed requirements will support the achievement of program/graduate diploma learning objectives.  Additionally, please append the graduate program’s existing learning outcomes as a separate document.
The learning outcomes for the MA students in SPTH has been attached at the end of this document. *
An overview of the consultation undertaken with relevant academic units and an assessment of the impact of the modifications on other programs/graduate diplomas. 
There was consultation with the previous GPD, the Dean of LAPS, the Vice-Dean of LAPS and the AD-Grad LAPS.  There was also consultation at the executive level of the Programme.

Where and as appropriate, the proposal must include statements from the relevant program/graduate diplomas confirming consultation/support.
Not applicable.
d) A summary of any resource implications and how they are being addressed. 
Attention should be paid to whether the proposed changes will be supported by a reallocation of existing resources or if new/additional resources are required. If new/additional resources are required, the proposal must include a statement from the relevant Dean(s)/Principal.

See attached
A summary of how students currently enrolled in the program/graduate diploma will be accommodated.

Currently enrolled students will be unaffected by this.  
4. Calendar Copy

Using the following two-column format, provide a copy of the relevant program/graduate diploma requirements as they will appear in the FGS Calendar - http://gradstudies.yorku.ca/current-students/regulations/program-requirements/.
Please note:  Senate requires that FULL Calendar copy be provided.  Please include the entire graduate program/diploma section, not just text that is being revised.
Please clearly and visibly indicate how graduate program/graduate diploma information has been changed using strikethrough (left column), bold, underlining, colours, etc. (right column).
	Existing Program/Graduate Diploma Information
(change from)
	Proposed Program/Graduate Diploma Information
(change to)

	MASTER OF ARTS PROGRAM
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
Graduates with a four-year degree in a field of study relevant to pursuing graduate work in social and political thought from a recognized Canadian or United States university, or an honours degree from another recognized university, and with at least a B+ average in the last two years of study, are considered for admission as candidates for the MA degree.

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS
Candidates for the MA degree must satisfactorily complete the following studies, which may be completed in three full-time terms*: *Subject to Senate approval.
1.
Courses
Three full graduate courses chosen by the student in consonance with the interdisciplinary aims of the program, in consultation with the Graduate Program Director, of which: (a) at least one must be a formal Social & Political Thought course; (b) only one course may be a reading course (Social & Political Thought 6001 6.0 or 6001 3.0).

2.
Major Research Paper
Social & Political Thought MA Major Research Paper (to be written in connection with one of the above courses, to be read by two faculty members chosen in consultation with the Graduate Program Director).

3.
Oral Examination
An oral examination to be taken upon completion of the above course work.  The candidate is examined on a select number of major works in social and political thought, to be chosen in consultation with the examining committee and the Graduate Program Director.

LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS
Candidates for the MA degree must demonstrate an ability to make effective use of such languages as are necessary to their study.

*  A full course is a 6 credit course and is usually offered over two terms.
A half course is a 3 credit course and is usually offered over one term
** a maximum of 6 credits may be taken as a directed reading course (Social & Political Thought 6001 6.0 or 6001 3.0). No more than 6 credits may be taken with one faculty member, with the exception of a directed reading course.

All MA requirements are superseded by FGS policies
	MASTER OF ARTS PROGRAM
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
Graduates with a four-year degree in a field of study relevant to pursuing graduate work in social and political thought from a recognized Canadian or United States university, or an honours degree from another recognized university, and with at least a B+ average in the last two years of study, are considered for admission as candidates for the MA degree.

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS
Candidates for the MA degree must satisfactorily complete the following studies, which may be completed in three full-time terms*: *Subject to Senate approval.
1.
Courses
Two and a half full graduate courses chosen by the student in consonance with the interdisciplinary aims of the program, in consultation with the Graduate Program Director, of which: (a) at least one must be a formal Social & Political Thought course; (b) only one course may be a reading course (Social & Political Thought 6001 6.0 or 6001 3.0).  
The final half course is required and takes place during the winter term.  This course is:  SPTH 6105.3 Master’s Practicum: Major Research Paper Development.
2.
Major Research Paper
Social & Political Thought MA Major Research Paper (to be written in connection with one of the above courses, to be read by two faculty members chosen in consultation with the Graduate Program Director).

3.
Oral Examination
An oral examination to be taken upon completion of the above course work.  The candidate is examined on a select number of major works in social and political thought, to be chosen in consultation with the examining committee and the Graduate Program Director.

LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS
Candidates for the MA degree must demonstrate an ability to make effective use of such languages as are necessary to their study.

*  A full course is a 6 credit course and is usually offered over two terms.
A half course is a 3 credit course and is usually offered over one term
** a maximum of 6 credits may be taken as a directed reading course (Social & Political Thought 6001 6.0 or 6001 3.0). No more than 6 credits may be taken with one faculty member, with the exception of a directed reading course.

All MA requirements are superseded by FGS policies
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Please submit completed forms and required supporting documentation by email to the Coordinator, Faculty Governance– fgsgovrn@yorku.ca 
*SPTH  Modes of Delivery and Program Learning Outcomes
	Learning Outcomes for the MA in Social & Political Thought

	Depth and Breadth of Knowledge
Program Learning Outcomes “By the end of this program, students will have had an opportunity to learn to”:
· articulate how social and political theory serves to question common sense understandings of social issues, institutions and relations
· recognise and offer critical assessments of key theoretical and methodological issues and debates in humanities and/or social science scholarship in general, as well as with respect to a specific field’s social, cultural, political, and economic contexts and implications
· demonstrate a sophisticated understanding of interdisciplinarity
· demonstrate an ability to critically assess their own assumptions and to engage in constructive critiques of the views of others as they relate to studies of social and political issues, both in writing and in seminar discussions
· demonstrate an ability to link academic knowledge to politics, social and cultural issues both locally and globally.
· sustain a lifelong love of learning and a passion for intellectual endeavours.
	Research & Scholarship
· assess the appropriateness of the research methods, reasoning and evidence employed in specific texts
· differentiate distinct levels of analysis (e.g. empirical, conceptual, historical, ontological, ethical) and recognize their role in different levels of debate
· identify the research question that guides the work of different authors, and evaluate the methodological framework/design they use to answer it
· develop an appropriate research question and assess the relevant methodological framework/design
· develop and conduct an original research project, involving either empirical analysis employing appropriate methodologies or advanced theoretical analysis
	Level of Application of Knowledge
· identify and analyse the social dimensions of individual problems
· assess competing evidence or arguments in various methodologies
· know how to organize and synthesize findings for presentation to an appropriate public

	Professional Capacity/Autonomy
· manage time within graduate courses to complete readings and assignments
· present references and bibliographic information in a standardized format
· select a supervisory committee for an MRP project
· demonstrate an ability to work independently as well as with others, and
	Level of Communication Skills
· write clearly and engagingly for an appropriate audience
· critically analyse, compare and present, both orally and in writing, theoretical arguments from a range of academic texts across the fields of specialization of the program
	Awareness of Limits of Knowledge
· recognize both the strengths and limitations of a perspective, framework or argument
· know how to ask appropriate questions to


	to both give appropriate feedback in oral and written forms, and to receive and respond to critical feedback in a professional way
· demonstrate an ability to design and carry out a substantial project with the guidance of a supervisory committee
· abide by principles of academic honesty
	· read a wide variety of scholarly and research material, with a demonstrable ability to identify the main arguments, and assess the research methodology or methods employed
· define and conduct an original research project while demonstrating the capacity to work independently and to effectively employ use critical theory in conceptual and/or empirical work
	reveal different assumptions and ways of seeing the world




