Graduate Fields
Definition and Proposal Template


1. Field Name: Black Studies and Theories of Race and Racism 
2. The field prepares students to develop innovative scholarship that explores and analyzes the distinct contributions of Black intellectual, political, and cultural productions, nationally and internationally, as well as to critically investigate and develop new methods and theories of critical, interdisciplinary scholarship on race and racism. This provides frameworks for the study of practices of power and domination that underpin processes such as colonialism and slavery, migration and diasporization,  globalization, criminalization, and racial profiling as well as for understanding struggles for liberation and self-determination.
3. Admission Requirements will be the same as existing ones.  

	MA Entry/Admissions requirements

	1. Graduate with an Honours degree
You must have graduated from a recognized university holding an honours degree or equivalent. Some programs consider applicants with a three-year undergraduate degree and relevant work experience.
Undergraduate degrees not designated as honours degrees may be acceptable as the equivalent of an undergraduate honours degree if they contain a minimum of 120 credits (typically, a four-year program with full time enrolment) including the completion of a minimum of 6 credits at the fourth-year level at an accredited postsecondary institution.
Three-year first cycle undergraduate degrees from institutions that meet the criteria set forth in the Bologna Declaration may be acceptable as the equivalent of an undergraduate honours degree.
If you completed your undergraduate or master’s studies outside Canada, you may need to complete additional courses to qualify for admission to a graduate program at York. Please contact the relevant program office for more information.
If you have completed a four year undergraduate degree at an Ontario College of Applied Arts and Technology, you will need to contact Office of Admissions to have the requirement added to your record. This will allow your transcript to be uploaded to continue the admission process.
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Minimum "B" grade point average
A minimum overall grade point average (GPA) of “B” or equivalent is required. Your GPA is assessed over the last two years (full-time equivalent) of study. (Some graduate programs require a minimum GPA of “B+” or equivalent.) If you have complete Master's studies, your GPA will be calculated based on your highest level of education. The minimum GPA is a critical consideration in determining admissibility. Also, check the specific requirements of your program of choice. In rare cases a program may choose to give priority to a candidate’s creative accomplishments, other relevant experience, letters of recommendation, portfolio or test results.
3. [bookmark: elp]English language proficiency
Provide proof of language proficiency if you do not meet one of the following criteria: 
· Your first language is English; OR
· You completed at least one year of full-time study at an accredited university in a country (or institution) where English is the official language of instruction.
York University reserves the right to request a successful English language proficiency test result.
Meeting these three minimum entry requirements does not guarantee admission. Programs set additional requirements to these minimum standards.



	PhD Admissions/Entry Requirements

	Applicants for study towards the PhD degree are normally considered for admission only after they have been graduate students at a recognized university for at least one year and have been awarded the MA degree or an equivalent, with at least a B+ average, indicating preparation for advanced graduate work in social and political thought. 




4. Curricular Requirements will be the same as existing ones.  

	
MA Requirements: 


	Candidates for the MA degree must satisfactorily complete the following studies, which may be completed in one year.  Students will complete the coursework in the fall and winter terms, and the Major Research Paper (MRP) in the summer term. Upon completion of the MRP, the student will have an oral exam.
The sequence for the satisfactory completion of M.A. requirements is as follows:
1. 18 credits* of course work - (at least 12 credits must be Social & Political Thought courses)**
- In order to ensure interdisciplinary breadth, at least 3 credits must be taken in another SPT field other than the student’s primary SPT field ( there are 3 fields and fields are designated by course code)
2. The Major Research Paper
3. An MA oral examination
*  A full course is a 6 credit course and is usually offered over two terms.
A half course is a 3 credit course and is usually offered over one term
** a maximum of 6 credits may be taken as a directed reading course (Social & Political Thought 6001 6.0 or 6001 3.0). No more than 6 credits may be taken with one faculty member, with the exception of a directed reading course.




	
PHD Requirements


	PhD requirements* are as follows:
1. Courses:
Students must successfully complete the PhD course requirements exactly as described below.
Take the  equivalent of 24 credits as follows:
a) Social & Political Thought 6104 (6 credit program core course): Social and Political
Thought: Theories, Approaches, and Methods – this course must be completed in the first year,  and
b) Take an additional 18 credits**, including 12 credits of Social & Political Thought courses***
- In order to ensure interdisciplinary breadth, at least 3 credits must be taken in another SPT field other than the student’s primary SPT field ( there are 3 fields and fields are designated by course code)
***a maximum of 6 credits may be taken as a directed reading course (Social & Political Thought 6001 6.0 or 6001 3.0). No more than 6 credits may be taken with one faculty member, with the exception of a directed reading course.
2.Comprehensives
Demonstration of suitable comprehensive mastery over general areas of social and
political thought relevant to the candidate’s program of study as  determined by the candidate’s supervisory committee.
The comprehensive requirements are to be successfully completed prior to the submission of a dissertation proposal.
3. Dissertation Proposal & Dissertation







5. Courses are listed Below:

SPTH 6135 Black Radical Thought
SPTH 6154 Black Feminisms
SPTH 6606A Frantz Fanon and Contemporary Social and Political Thought
SPTH 6606 B Frantz Fanon and his interlocutors
SPTH 6706.3 (HUMA 6167) Imagining Slavery and Freedom
EN 6714 Considering Black Canada, Leslie Saunders 
EN 6616 Black Song: African American Poetry, Leslie Saunders 
POLS 6262 Postcolonial theory and IR, Anna Agathangelou
GFWS6905 Race, Transnationalism and Diaspora, Amar Wahab
SPTH 6196 Western Theories of Empire
SPTH 6222 Race-Thinking, Modernity and Post-Colonial melancholia
SPTH 6653 Multiculturalism, Race and Colonialism in Canada
SPTH 6695 Settler Colonialism and Settler Subjects
SPTH 6696 Post-Orientalism and Post-Occidentalism

6. The following Faculty are able to contribute to the field. 
	Faculty Member & Rank
	Home Unit
	Primary Field
	Supervisory Privileges

	Abdel-Shehid, Gamal
	KINE
	Black Studies and Theories of Race and Racism 
	Full

	Agathangelo, Anna
	POLS
	Black Studies and Theories of Race and Racism 
	Full

	Haque. Eve
	DLLL
	Black Studies and Theories of Race and Racism 
	Full

	Idahosa, Pablo 
	Social Science
	Black Studies and Theories of Race and Racism 
	Full

	James, Carl
	Education
	Black Studies and Theories of Race and Racism 
	Full

	Kempadoo, Kamala 
	Social Science
	Black Studies and Theories of Race and Racism 
	Full

	Persram, Nalini
	Social Science
	Black Studies and Theories of Race and Racism 
	Full 

	Oikawa, Mona
	Equity Studies
	Black Studies and Theories of Race and Racism 
	Full

	Sanders, Leslie 
	Equity Studies
	Black Studies and Theories of Race and Racism 
	Full

	Sharpe, Christina
	HUMA
	Black Studies and Theories of Race and Racism 
	Full

	Taylor,Patrick 
	HUMA
	Black Studies and Theories of Race and Racism 
	Emeritus

	Vernon, Jim
	Philosophy
	Black Studies and Theories of Race and Racism 
	Full

	Wahab, Amar
	GFWS
	Black Studies and Theories of Race and Racism 
	Full




7.  We project that this stream/field will make up a third of our total enrolments.  The anticipated start of this stream will be Fall 2019.  It is within the existing enrolment targets. 

8.  The stream/field is already in place, although in an unofficial capacity.  Although the creation and approval of this stream may be considered a big shift in the history of the program, it can also be considered as the recognition and resourcing of what has always been here. The courses listed above are not new courses.  As such, there will be little diversion of faculty from existing graduate courses/supervision.
 
 

