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Change to Program/Graduate Diploma Academic Requirements Proposal Form
The following information is required for all proposals involving a minor modification to program/graduate diploma academic requirements. To facilitate the review/approval process, please use the headings below (and omit the italicized explanations below each heading).
1. Program/Graduate Diploma: PhD Sociology
2. Effective Session of Proposed Change(s): Fall 2018
3. Proposed Change(s) and Rationale
a) A description of the proposed modification(s) and rationale, including alignment with academic plans.

The proposed modification involves the removal of the two-semester non-credit workshop series as a mandatory requirement for PhD students but reconstituting and replacing the workshop series with two new academic credit one-semester courses that will now be required of all PhDs in lieu of the non-credit workshop series.  Both these courses have been approved by the FGS Academic Planning & Policy Committee’s Academic Affairs Subcommittee on March 8, 2018; and received for information by Academic Planning & Policy Committee on April 18, 2018 and by Faculty Council on May 10, 2018.
In terms of alignment with broader academic/curriculum planning of the Sociology PhD program, the proposed modification is in line with the overall goal of facilitating quicker completion of the degree without jeopardizing academic quality.  Last year, a streamlined and structured timeline to completing the two comprehensive exams was introduced to ensure that students would finish their comprehensive exams by the end of second year.  In the same spirit, the proposed modification here is to reduce the work burden in first year so that students will be able to finish all course requirements in an a more expedient fashion.
At present doctoral students are required to complete 8 (one-term) courses plus the non-credit workshop series requirement of attending 12 of 24 workshops over the fall and winter terms.  With the proposed change, the workshop series would count as 2 of the 8 courses.  The workshops would therefore no longer be in addition to the 8 courses but would be part of the 8 courses PhD students would be required to take. This is line with other Sociology PhD programs in Canada.

The first of these workshop courses – SOCI 6001 3.0  Doctoral Seminar I: Professional Development Workshop Series – will be offered in the first semester of the first year (for incoming doctoral students).  The second of these – SOCI 6002 3.0 Doctoral Seminar II – will be offered in the winter semester of the second year as doctoral students are writing their comprehensive exams and beginning to prepare for their doctoral research.  SOCI 6002 3.0 is designed to facilitate the completion of these two components (i.e. the comprehensive exams and dissertation proposal) of the Sociology PhD program to move students more expeditiously to the “all-but-dissertation” phase by the beginning of year 3 (or earlier).
b) An outline of the changes to requirements and the associated learning outcomes/objectives, including how the proposed requirements will support the achievement of program/graduate diploma learning objectives.  
The changes represent a more focused attempt to achieve particular learning/outcomes.  As such the changes address those existing learning/outcomes related to the category of Professional Capacity/ Autonomy, namely:  “By the end of this program, students will be able to: 

· balance academic and non-academic activities 

· map out comprehensive field plans that will complement dissertation plans 

· manage time within graduate courses to complete readings and assignments 

· present references and bibliographic information in a standardized format 

· select a supervisory committee for comprehensive fields and for a dissertation 
· communicate professionally with peers, faculty, and particularly the supervisory committee 

· plan a substantial project, within the Program’s expected timelines 

· carry out a substantial project, autonomously proposing initiatives to a supervisory committee 

· express implications of comprehensive fields and dissertation research 

· abide by principles of academic honesty 

· abide by Tri-Council ethics policies 

· explain at an advanced level how reflexivity enters into research ethics.” 

c) An overview of the consultation undertaken with relevant academic units and an assessment of the impact of the modifications on other programs/graduate diplomas. 
Where and as appropriate, the proposal must include statements from the relevant program/graduate diplomas confirming consultation/support.
Based on lengthy discussions over the last three years with students one-on-one and in focus groups, and with faculty members in the Graduate Executive and Graduate Curriculum meetings as well in Graduate Program meetings, it was concluded that there be a dedicated plenary course for PhD students only, similar to the one that exists for MA students.  
Further, during a June 2016 APPC meeting to discuss proposed changes to the comprehensive exam process, it was suggested that that the Program needs to look at the possibility of reducing the number of courses required by PhD students:

“…Committee members discussed the pedagogical value of these examinations with the graduate program director.  After Professor Ali left the meeting it was recommended that the program be advised to address other requirements such as the many courses required…” (from the meeting minutes).  This was taken into account in our discussions. In response, the proposed change is an attempt to reduce the workload in the first two years by having the workshop series be incorporated as 2 required pass/fail courses within the existing course load (as opposed to having the workshops be an additional add-on to the courses).   
This change works in conjunction with the previously introduced program change that necessitates the completion of the comprehensive exams in second year (which in turn is predicated upon courses being completed in the first year).  The proposed change will facilitate the completion of all course requirements in first year.
In terms of consultation, both the Executive and Curriculum committees each had one PhD member who would take back what was discussed to the PhD student body for input.  Indeed, on several occasions the PhD students made formal presentations and detailed remarks for consideration by the Graduate Curriculum Committee pertaining to the proposed changes.  

During the Graduate Program meeting of December 6, 2017 the following motion was passed (with 24 votes in favour and 1 abstention):

“That the Monday Workshop Series become a full required course for PhD students, typically taught by the GPD who has right of first refusal on the course.”
d) A summary of any resource implications and how they are being addressed. 
Attention should be paid to whether the proposed changes will be supported by a reallocation of existing resources or if new/additional resources are required. If new/additional resources are required, the proposal must include a statement from the relevant Dean(s)/Principal.
No additional resources will be necessary.

e) A summary of how students currently enrolled in the program/graduate diploma will be accommodated.
Current PhD students will abide by the regulations in place at the time of their admission. In other words, all students are “grand-parented” according to the past arrangements in already in place.  
4. Calendar Copy

Using the following two-column format, provide a copy of the relevant program/graduate diploma requirements as they will appear in the FGS Calendar - http://gradstudies.yorku.ca/current-students/regulations/program-requirements/.
Please note:  Senate requires that FULL Calendar copy be provided.  Please include the entire graduate program/diploma section, not just text that is being revised.
Please clearly and visibly indicate how graduate program/graduate diploma information has been changed using strikethrough (left column), bold, underlining, colours, etc. (right column).
	Existing Program/Graduate Diploma Information
(change from)
	Proposed Program/Graduate Diploma Information
(change to)

	The Graduate Program in Sociology, which offers both MA and PhD degrees, is primarily designed for students interested in pursuing academic and research careers. The curriculum is intended to develop both disciplinary depth and interdisciplinary breadth. Students are given ample opportunity to specialize but the program believes that specialization should also be accompanied by a thorough grounding in classical and contemporary theories and proficiency in a variety of research methods.

AREAS OF CONCENTRATION

While the Graduate Program in Sociology is oriented to providing a broad theoretical and methodological training, thematic clusters 

also permit students to focus their studies in certain areas such as: global sociology; culture and identities; nature/society/culture; critical social theory; and processes, practices and power. These clusters are synergistic and interdisciplinary, with linkages to area studies, research projects, and thematic studies that enhance research in their fields. They allow students to take advantage of a rich array of intellectual resources and to participate in collaborative research clusters.

SUPERVISORY COMMITTEES

Each student’s program of study is undertaken in consultation with a two-person (for MA students) and three-person (for PhD students) supervisory committee which is responsible for advising students and evaluating their overall progress. These committees are formed by the student, normally by the end of the first year of study.
Committees file progress reports in the graduate program office at least once a year.

See http://gradstudies.yorku.ca/current-students/thesis-dissertation/ for regulations concerning the composition and approval of these committees.

RESEARCH FACILITIES

Both the University and the Graduate Program in Sociology offer a wide variety of resources. A number of organized research units exist within the university with whom graduate faculty members and students in sociology are associated. Many of these institutes have specialized libraries and other resources. Some of the Organized Research Units of interest are the Centre for Feminist Research, the Centre for Refugee Studies, the Centre for Research on Latin America & the Caribbean, the Institute for Social Research, the Jack & Mae Nathanson Centre on Transnational Human Rights, Crime & Security, the Qualitative Research & Resource Centre, the York Centre for Asian Research, the City Institute, and the York Institute for Health Research.

APPLICATION PROCEDURE

Because the number of places in the program is limited, students should apply as early as possible. Students should apply by the deadline published in the material available from the Graduate Admissions Office for first consideration, although in certain circumstances late applications may be considered if space is available
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY PROGRAM

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Graduates with a master’s degree in Sociology with at least a B+ average or higher may be admitted as candidates in the program leading to the PhD degree. Graduates with a master’s degree in other disciplines may be admitted, depending on their background in sociology.
DEGREE REQUIREMENTS

Candidates (PhD I) form a three-person supervisory committee by the end of the second year. Candidates must fulfill the following 

requirements:

1. Courses

Four full courses, or equivalent, chosen from those offered at the 6000-level in addition to those required to satisfy the comprehensive requirements (see 3. following).

2. Workshop Requirement

Candidates meet this requirement by attending a minimum of  12 workshop sessions. The workshop provides students with an intensive orientation to the program. As well, it enables students to become acquainted with their peers and faculty members so they may, as they choose, participate more fully in the intellectual community available throughout the program. Some of the workshop sessions focus on intellectual orientation and others on professional orientation. The intellectual orientation sessions attempt to familiarize students with the field of sociology as it is represented by the various intellectual currents of the Graduate Program in Sociology. The “professional orientation” sessions assist students to develop the skills necessary for carrying out their studies and for participating in the broader sociological community. Students are normally expected to meet this requirement in their first year of study.

The workshop meets for three hours on a weekly basis throughout the fall and winter terms.

Candidates who advance to the PhD from the graduate MA program in sociology at York and who have fulfilled the workshop requirement 

at the MA level are required only to attend the sessions specifically designated for PhD students, in order to fulfill this requirement at the 

PhD level.

3. Comprehensive Requirements

Before proceeding to the doctoral proposal and dissertation work, the PhD candidate must complete the comprehensive requirements. 

These requirements include: (i) a proficiency in social theory as demonstrated through the completion of one 6000-level full course

(or two half courses) in classical and/or contemporary social theory; (ii) a proficiency in research methods as demonstrated through the 

completion of one 6000-level full course

(or two half courses) in research methods and/or social statistics; and (iii) the completion 

of two comprehensive examinations as selected from the program’s pre-approved comprehensive examination areas. Unless an appeal is granted, a comprehensive examination will be deemed as “fail” if the oral exam is not successfully completed within the required time period – that is, by the “Last Date for Oral and Adjudication.” 

The comprehensive requirements are to be completed in the second year of study in the PhD program. Detailed information on these requirements may be found on the Graduate Program in Sociology website.

4. Cognate Requirement

Depending on the candidate’s qualifications and intended research, demonstrated competency in a foreign language and/or demonstrated competency in a technical skill, such as statistics, may be required at the discretion of the student’s supervisory committee.

5. Dissertation and Oral Examination

Candidates must write a research proposal. Candidates must conduct a research study and report the results in appropriate dissertation form. The research and dissertation should demonstrate the candidate’s independence, originality, and understanding of the area of investigation at an advanced level. After the formal submission of the dissertation, an oral examination, normally centred on the dissertation and matters related to it, is held to determine whether or not the candidate has fulfilled the dissertation requirements.

TEACHING AND RESEARCH ASSIGNMENTS

Candidates may be required to undertake such special research or teaching assignments as may be thought desirable to advance their experience and training in sociology.
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Please submit completed forms and required supporting documentation by email to the Coordinator, Faculty Governance– mmschiff@yorku.ca
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