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Change to Program/Graduate Diploma Academic Requirements Proposal Form
The following information is required for all proposals involving a minor modification to program/graduate diploma academic requirements. To facilitate the review/approval process, please use the headings below (and omit the italicized explanations below each heading).
1. Program/Graduate Diploma: Master of Arts in Health and PhD in Health
2. Effective Session of Proposed Change(s): Fall 2019
3. Proposed Change(s) and Rationale
The description of and rationale for the proposed modification(s) should provide information with respect to each of the following points:
a) A description of the proposed modification(s) and rationale, including alignment with academic plans.
This is a minor revision to update the admission and degree requirements for the MA in Health, since the program’s inception.  
First, a new graduate course, Public Policy and Health (HLTH 5485 3.0), was recently approved within the program’s curriculum. We propose to change the course Public Policy and Health (HLTH 5485 3.0) from an elective to a required course. 

Second, we propose to remove from the FGS Calendar the reference to a direct-entry PhD from the MA in Health admission requirements. This revision aligns with our current admission and program curriculum goals, which improves program recruitment and program retention.
Third, we have made a minor change to how we label courses for greater clarity in communicating the requirements of the program. We will label “required” courses only the new course, Public Policy and Health, as well as Graduate Research Methods, as all students in the program and from both degrees must take them (although upon supervisor and GPD approval, Graduate Research Methods can be waived for graduate students entering the program with a Masters degree that offers equivalent training in research methods). We will label “field specific” courses those that provide the foundations of broad aspects of the specialization in health policy and equity and belong in the 6000-level series (also listed under “calendar copy”). The remaining courses in the program will be labelled “health electives” as students in both degrees can take any combination of them so long as they meet a certain number of required credits, yet none of them is required in itself.

b) An outline of the changes to requirements and the associated learning outcomes/objectives, including how the proposed requirements will support the achievement of program/graduate diploma learning objectives.  Additionally, please append the graduate program’s existing learning outcomes as a separate document.
As a required course Public Policy and Health (HLTH 5485 3.0) will support the following Program Level Learning Outcomes (attached):

Program learning objective A

Program learning objective B

Program learning objective C
Removing the language in the MA admission requirements about a direct-entry PhD category will enhance clarity for the applicants at the admission stage.

Learning outcomes/objectives: 

We offer here an expanded description of the connection between program level learning outcomes and the learning outcomes of the new proposed core seminar. This seminar will ensure that all students: 

1. master a common set of key theories and concepts in health policy and equity (program learning objective A).

2. familiarize themselves with diverse methodological approaches in health policy and equity (program learning objective B).

3. identify the relationship between ontological and epistemological assumptions and methodological choices, and the implications of these relationships for public policy research and practice (program learning objective C)

While these learning outcomes are included in the range of current seminars in the program, none of these seminars contains them all. Because students can, within the limits of program requirements, choose from a range of seminars, we believe it is important to have one common and required seminar that includes all learning outcomes just mentioned, thus our request for this modification. 


Furthermore, and as stated later in this document, by requesting this modification we are complying with the recommendations made by the most recent 5-Year Program Reviewers. 
c) An overview of the consultation undertaken with relevant academic units and an assessment of the impact of the modifications on other programs/graduate diplomas. 
Where and as appropriate, the proposal must include statements from the relevant program/graduate diplomas confirming consultation/support.
The proposed changes only clarify and improve the degree requirements for the Health graduate program. There are no anticipated impacts on other graduate programs. The proposed changes were developed by the Health graduate executive committee and refined through discussions with the core faculty members within the Health graduate program and the Chair of the School of Health Policy & Management and the Graduate Program Assistant.   

d) A summary of any resource implications and how they are being addressed. 
Attention should be paid to whether the proposed changes will be supported by a reallocation of existing resources or if new/additional resources are required. If new/additional resources are required, the proposal must include a statement from the relevant Dean(s)/Principal.
The course, Public Policy and Health (HLTH 5485 3.0), is proposed to become a graduate degree requirement. This modification is based on the recommendations made by the 5-Year Program Reviewers. The School has recently gained few tenure-stream faculty members in the Policy field (e.g. Prof. Claudia Chaufan and Prof. Sean Hillier) and, thus, it has become possible now to offer this course on an ongoing basis. 
e) A summary of how students currently enrolled in the program/graduate diploma will be accommodated.
The following changes do not affect the current students.  The incoming students as of Fall 2019 will adopt the new changes.
4. Calendar Copy

Using the following two-column format, provide a copy of the relevant program/graduate diploma requirements as they will appear in the FGS Calendar - http://gradstudies.yorku.ca/current-students/regulations/program-requirements/.

Please note:  Senate requires that FULL Calendar copy be provided.  Please include the entire graduate program/diploma section, not just text that is being revised.
Please clearly and visibly indicate how graduate program/graduate diploma information has been changed using strikethrough (left column), bold, underlining, colours, etc. (right column).
	Existing Program/Graduate Diploma Information
(change from)
	Proposed Program/Graduate Diploma Information
(change to)

	MASTER OF ARTS PROGRAM 

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS:

Students with an honours degree who wish to be considered for admission to the MA and direct-entry PhD Graduate Program in Health must: 

· have completed an honours undergraduate degree with B+ average or equivalent in the last two years of study, in a field related to health policy, health management or health informatics.  Related disciplines might include psychology, political science, management, or nursing. 

· provide a statement of interest demonstrating commitment to advanced research in the field.  The statement should include a discussion of the applicant’s background, interests, skills and career goals, along with a proposed field of study and research interests. 

· demonstrate ability in writing and research by submitting a recent research paper or report that the applicant has written for a course or in an employment context; and, 

· provide three letters of reference, from at least one university faculty member and preferably from two university faculty members.  Equivalencies (letters from non-university professional colleagues) are considered for applicants who have been out of school for more than five years.

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS 

MA Degree by Major Research Paper 

Students must successfully complete the following requirements:

1. Courses 

Masters students are required to take six 3.0 credit courses in the first two terms of study.  Three of these must be the core courses common to all students in the Graduate Program in Health including Health 5405 3.0:  Research Methods Seminar; two core courses common to their chosen field; and one elective course chosen from the program’s electives or from another graduate program.  The course requirements outlined below are designed to ensure that students benefit from the interdisciplinary nature of the fields.

2. Major Research Paper 

Only those students completing a stand-alone MA must complete the major research paper.  The research paper tests students against the educational objectives of being able to form an original researchable question, and to address it through an appropriate theoretical framework, review and synthesis of the literature, analysis of primary or secondary data sources and formation of a set of conclusions.  It trains students in the formulation and writing of a specific project, and give them the experience of working independently on a project under faculty supervision.  Students develop a research topic given their interests in specific areas and are supervised by faculty members with related expertise.

The major research paper is evaluated by the student’s major research paper supervisor and advisor through the written work, and an oral presentation at which the student’s ability to answer questions related to the major research paper is assessed.  The major research paper is evaluated on the extent to which the student proposes an original researchable question, and their ability to address it through an appropriate theoretical framework, review and synthesis of the literature, analysis of primary or secondary data sources and formation of a set of conclusions.  The length of the major research paper is 50 pages with an upper limit of no more than 65 pages, excluding references.

	MASTER OF ARTS PROGRAM 

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS:

Students with an honours degree who wish to be considered for admission to the MA in Health must: 

· have completed an honours undergraduate degree with B+ average or equivalent in the last two years of study, in a field related to health policy, health management or health informatics.  Related disciplines might include psychology, political science, management, or nursing. 

· provide a statement of interest demonstrating commitment to advanced research in the field.  The statement should include a discussion of the applicant’s background, interests, skills and career goals, along with a proposed field of study and research interests. 

· demonstrate ability in writing and research by submitting a recent research paper or report that the applicant has written for a course or in an employment context; and, 

· provide three letters of reference, from at least one university faculty member and preferably from two university faculty members.  Equivalencies (letters from non-university professional colleagues) are considered for applicants who have been out of school for more than five years.

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS 

MA Degree by Major Research Paper 

Students must successfully complete the following requirements:

1. Courses 

Masters students are required to take six 3.0 credit courses in the first two terms of study.  
Two of these are required courses in the Health Graduate program:
GS HLTH 5405 3.0 Graduate Research Methods
GS HLTH 5485 3.0 Public Policy and Health

In addition, MA students must complete two field-specific courses from the following:

HLTH 6210 3.0 Political Economy of Health Inequities

HLTH 6220 3.0 Human Rights and Health Equity

HLTH 6230 3.0 Health Equity Analytic Orientations; 

Finally, students must complete two elective courses from the remaining Health course roster – up to one from another graduate program upon GPD approval. The course requirements outlined are designed to ensure that students benefit from the interdisciplinary nature of the fields.
2. Major Research Paper 

Students completing an MA in Health must complete a Major Research Paper.  Students develop a research topic given their interests in specific areas and are supervised by faculty members with related or relevant expertise. The Major Research Paper trains students to achieve the educational objectives of being able to formulate an original, researchable question and to address it through an appropriate theoretical framework, a review and synthesis of the literature, an analysis of primary or secondary data sources and the formation of a set of conclusions.  It also affords students the experience of working independently on a project under faculty supervision.  The Major Research Paper is evaluated by the student’s Major Research Paper supervisor and advisor through the written work and through an oral presentation at which the student’s ability to answer questions related to the major research paper is assessed.  It is evaluated on the extent to which the student meets the cited educational objectives. The length of the Major Research Paper is 50 pages (double-spaced), with an upper limit of no more than 65 pages (double-spaced), excluding references and appendices.
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