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Rationale

The Faculty of Graduate Studies seeks to revise its registration category definitions and regulations to accommodate a larger population of learners with diverse needs. 
For the purposes of this discussion with FGS Council, FGS regulations must extend beyond the existing geographical requirement, both in the present – due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic – but also to accommodate graduate programs seeking to develop and/or continue forms of distance education.
The Faculty is seeking feedback from Council members on the proposal outlined below. To help guide the discussion, please consider the following:
1) How best to ensure completion of all in-person program requirements in ways that are responsive to the range of circumstances in which graduate students work towards the completion of their degrees?;
2) Providing a policy framework that is explicitly responsive to barriers to regular campus access (grounds protected under the Ontario Human Rights Code, but also in changes to international travel);
3) Developing an appropriate process for oversight that supports student participation in institutional advising as it relates to Risk Assessment, travel requirements, and health and safety.
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Registration Status
Full-time Status
A graduate student is designated by the University as full-time if he or she:
a. is pursuing his or her studies as a full-time occupation;
b. identifies himself or herself as a full-time graduate student;
c. is geographically available and visits the campus regularly. (A graduate student may be absent from the campus while still under supervision, e.g., visiting libraries, attending a graduate course at another institution, field work, enrolled in distance or on-line courses, etc. If such periods of absence exceed four weeks in any term, approval of the graduate program director and the Dean of Graduate Studies is required.);
d. is considered by his or her supervisor and program director to be progressing, in relation to program requirements and expectations, at a satisfactory rate; and
e. has not normally completed more than six terms of full-time study at the master’s level or not more than 18 terms of full-time study at the Doctoral level.

Full-time graduate students may hold employment provided that they are not regularly employed for more than an average of ten hours per week for any period for which they are registered as full-time graduate students. If the student is employed by the University as a graduate or teaching assistant, the ten hours per week represents the total time spent by the student in connection with the appointment and includes the time spent on preparative work, reading set assignments, marking examinations, etc.
Part-time Status
All registered graduate students pursing a degree or stand-alone graduate diploma who do not meet the requirements of full-time status as defined above are part-time graduate students. For the calculation of balance of degree fees, one full-time term is equivalent to two part-time terms, and vice versa.
Change in Status
Degree and diploma students are expected to remain in the registration status (full-time or part-time) to which they were admitted unless a change of status is approved by the program director and the Dean.
	
Registration Status
Full-time Status
A graduate student is designated by the University as full-time if he or she:
a. is pursuing his or her studies as a full-time occupation;
b. identifies himself or herself as a full-time graduate student;
c. for most programs, is geographically available and visits the campus regularly, consistent with the degree requirements and course delivery of the program.  Other programs may have degree requirements and course delivery that may be completed partially or fully online.

OR

is able to progress on all program requirements requiring geographical availability on campus.

(A graduate student may be absent from the campus while still under supervision, e.g., visiting libraries, attending a graduate course at another institution, field work, enrolled in distance or on-line courses, etc. If such periods of absence exceed four weeks in any term, approval of the graduate program director and the Dean of Graduate Studies is required.);
d. is considered by his or her supervisor and program director to be progressing, in relation to program requirements and expectations, at a satisfactory rate; and
e. has not normally completed more than six terms of full-time study at the master’s level or not more than 18 terms of full-time study at the Doctoral level.

Full-time graduate students may hold employment provided that they are not regularly employed for more than an average of ten hours per week for any period for which they are registered as full-time graduate students. If the student is employed by the University as a graduate or teaching assistant, the ten hours per week represents the total time spent by the student in connection with the appointment and includes the time spent on preparative work, reading set assignments, marking examinations, etc.
Part-time Status
All registered graduate students pursing a degree or stand-alone graduate diploma who do not meet the requirements of full-time status as defined above are part-time graduate students. For the calculation of balance of degree fees, one full-time term is equivalent to two part-time terms, and vice versa.
Change in Status
Degree and diploma students are expected to remain in the registration status (full-time or part-time) to which they were admitted unless a change of status is approved by the program director and the Dean.
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