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	Updates to Regulations – Registration
Current Location

Registration Status: https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/regulations/registration/#full-time; and
Registration Policies: https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/regulations/registration/#simultaneous 
Rationale

The Faculty of Graduate Studies seeks to revise its registration regulations to accommodate a larger population of learners with diverse needs. The regulations must extend beyond the existing geographical requirement, both in the present – due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic – but also to accommodate graduate programs seeking to develop and/or continue forms of distance education.
Additionally, FGS’ simultaneous registration regulation should be expanded to accommodate students pursuing graduate education under newly evolving arrangements; for instance, individual courses and micro-credentials, which may be pursued at one or more other institutions. 
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Registration Status
Full-time Status
A graduate student is designated by the University as full-time if he or she:
a. is pursuing his or her studies as a full-time occupation;
b. identifies himself or herself as a full-time graduate student;
c. is geographically available and visits the campus regularly. (A graduate student may be absent from the campus while still under supervision, e.g., visiting libraries, attending a graduate course at another institution, field work, enrolled in distance or on-line courses, etc. If such periods of absence exceed four weeks in any term, approval of the graduate program director and the Dean of Graduate Studies is required.);
d. is considered by his or her supervisor and program director to be progressing, in relation to program requirements and expectations, at a satisfactory rate; and
e. has not normally completed more than six terms of full-time study at the master’s level or not more than 18 terms of full-time study at the Doctoral level.

Full-time graduate students may hold employment provided that they are not regularly employed for more than an average of ten hours per week for any period for which they are registered as full-time graduate students. If the student is employed by the University as a graduate or teaching assistant, the ten hours per week represents the total time spent by the student in connection with the appointment and includes the time spent on preparative work, reading set assignments, marking examinations, etc.
Part-time Status
All registered graduate students pursing a degree or stand-alone graduate diploma who do not meet the requirements of full-time status as defined above are part-time graduate students. For the calculation of balance of degree fees, one full-time term is equivalent to two part-time terms, and vice versa.
Change in Status
Degree and diploma students are expected to remain in the registration status (full-time or part-time) to which they were admitted unless a change of status is approved by the program director and the Dean.
	
Registration Status
Full-time Status
A graduate student is designated by the University as full-time if they:
a. are pursuing their studies as a full-time occupation;
b. identifiy themselves as a full-time graduate student;
c. are able to progress on all program requirements requiring geographical availability on campus; 
d. are considered by their supervisor and program director to be progressing, in relation to program requirements and expectations, at a satisfactory rate; and
e. have not normally completed more than six terms of full-time study at the master’s level or not more than 18 terms of full-time study at the Doctoral level.

Full-time graduate students may hold employment provided that they are not regularly employed for more than an average of ten hours per week for any period for which they are registered as full-time graduate students. If the student is employed by the University as a graduate or teaching assistant, the ten hours per week represents the total time spent by the student in connection with the appointment and includes the time spent on preparative work, reading set assignments, marking examinations, etc.
Part-time Status
All registered graduate students pursing a degree or stand-alone graduate diploma who do not meet the requirements of full-time status as defined above are part-time graduate students. For the calculation of balance of degree fees, one full-time term is equivalent to two part-time terms, and vice versa.
Change in Status
Degree and diploma students are expected to remain in the registration status (full-time or part-time) to which they were admitted unless a change of status is approved by the program director and the Dean.
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Registration Policies
All newly admitted and continuing graduate students at York University are responsible for being familiar with and registering and paying fees in accordance with Faculty of Graduate Studies and University policies, deadlines and procedures. By the act of registration, each student becomes bound by the policies and regulations of York University, including the Faculty in which the student is registered.
Continuous Registration
Students admitted to a graduate diploma, master’s degree program or doctoral degree program must maintain continuous registration, including payment of applicable fees, in every fall, winter and summer term up to and including the term in which all requirements for their program of study are successfully completed, in accordance with Faculty and program regulations and as confirmed by the program director. (The requirement to maintain continuous registration does not apply to master’s programs in the Schulich School of Business.)
Students who fail to maintain continuous registration, including payment of applicable fees, will lose their status as full-time or part-time graduate students and will be withdrawn from their program of study. Students who have been withdrawn as a result of failure to observe registration requirements may petition for reinstatement.
Minimum Period of Registration
Master’s students must register and pay fees for a minimum of the equivalent of three terms of full-time registration, except in programs where a longer program length is specified. (This does not apply to master’s programs in the Schulich School of Business.)
Doctor of Philosophy students must register and pay fees for a minimum of the equivalent of six terms of full-time registration, except in programs where a longer program minimum is specified.
Simultaneous Registration
Simultaneous registration in two full-time programs is not permitted. With the consent of both graduate units concerned, or of the graduate unit and another faculty or school, and written notification to the Faculty of Graduate Studies, simultaneous registration in a full-time program and a part-time program may be permitted. Two part-time registrations in different programs may also be permitted. Students are responsible for the fees charged for both programs.
	
Registration Policies
All newly admitted and continuing graduate students at York University are responsible for being familiar with and registering and paying fees in accordance with Faculty of Graduate Studies and University policies, deadlines and procedures. By the act of registration, each student becomes bound by the policies and regulations of York University, including the Faculty in which the student is registered.
Continuous Registration
Students admitted to a graduate diploma, master’s degree program or doctoral degree program must maintain continuous registration, including payment of applicable fees, in every fall, winter and summer term up to and including the term in which all requirements for their program of study are successfully completed, in accordance with Faculty and program regulations and as confirmed by the program director. (The requirement to maintain continuous registration does not apply to master’s programs in the Schulich School of Business.)
Students who fail to maintain continuous registration, including payment of applicable fees, will lose their status as full-time or part-time graduate students and will be withdrawn from their program of study. Students who have been withdrawn as a result of failure to observe registration requirements may petition for reinstatement.
Minimum Period of Registration
Master’s students must register and pay fees for a minimum of the equivalent of three terms of full-time registration, except in programs where a longer program length is specified. (This does not apply to master’s programs in the Schulich School of Business.)
Doctor of Philosophy students must register and pay fees for a minimum of the equivalent of six terms of full-time registration, except in programs where a longer program minimum is specified.
Simultaneous Registration
Simultaneous registration in two full-time programs is not permitted. With the consent of both graduate units concerned, or of the graduate unit and another faculty or school, and written notification to the Faculty of Graduate Studies, simultaneous registration in a full-time program and a part-time program may be permitted. Two part-time registrations in different programs may also be permitted. Students are responsible for the fees charged for both programs.
Registration in individual courses, certificates and/or micro-credential certifications not pursued in fulfillment of a degree or diploma at an institution may be taken simultaneously as a full- or part-time graduate student in the Faculty of Graduate Studies.
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