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	Updates to Regulations – Thesis and Dissertation – Formats
Current Location
Types of Theses Dissertations Section:

Doctoral Dissertations: https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/thesis-and-dissertation/doctoral-dissertation/#doctoral-dissertations
Originality of the Thesis/Dissertation: https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/thesis-and-dissertation/masters-thesis/#originality and  https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/thesis-and-dissertation/doctoral-dissertation/#dissertation-originality
Monograph Theses and Dissertations (new entry, to be located under): https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/thesis-and-dissertation/masters-thesis/#originality and  https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/thesis-and-dissertation/doctoral-dissertation/#dissertation-originality
Manuscript-based Theses and Dissertations: https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/thesis-and-dissertation/masters-thesis/#manuscript-theses and  https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/thesis-and-dissertation/doctoral-dissertation/#manuscript
Complex Electronic and Multimodal Theses and Dissertations: https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/thesis-and-dissertation/masters-thesis/#complex-multimodal and  https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/thesis-and-dissertation/doctoral-dissertation/#multimodal-dissertations
Suitability of Proposed Format (new entry, to be located under): https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/thesis-and-dissertation/masters-thesis/#complex-multimodal and  https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/thesis-and-dissertation/doctoral-dissertation/#multimodal-dissertations
Language of Theses/Dissertations:  https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/thesis-and-dissertation/masters-thesis/#theses-language and  https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/thesis-and-dissertation/doctoral-dissertation/#language 
Style Guides: https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/thesis-and-dissertation/masters-thesis/#style-guides and  https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/thesis-and-dissertation/doctoral-dissertation/#style-guides 
Technical Requirements Section:

Preface Guidelines (new entry, to be located under): https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/thesis-and-dissertation/masters-thesis/#abstract-guidelines and https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/thesis-and-dissertation/doctoral-dissertation/#abstract-guidelines 
Background and Rationale

In 2019, The Faculty of Graduate Studies (FGS) formed an Ad Hoc Committee on Broadening the Dissertation, comprised of faculty and graduate students from across campus interested in contributing their thoughts and ideas on emerging forms of scholarship with respect to the current FGS Thesis and Dissertation Regulations. As stated in the Executive Summary of the Canadian Association for Graduate Studies (CAGS): Report of the Task Force on the Dissertation (September, 2018):
“The purpose, meaning, and scope of the PhD are changing in response to profound changes in both the academy and society. University researchers are increasingly engaged with other societal sectors and across disciplinary boundaries to address contemporary challenges. Doctoral graduates are contributing to society in increasingly varied ways and contexts. To engage in these diverse forms of research and to work and communicate both within and beyond the confines of the academy, doctoral students and graduates require new competencies. As the core of the PhD, the doctoral dissertation is diversifying in its forms and content in step with these changes… The report concludes with a call to action for universities. The dissertation is changing, and it is crucial that our policies and practices acknowledge and facilitate this reality, so that we can fulfill our mandate to promote and ensure the highest standards of scholarly rigour.”
Purpose

Informed by the work of the Ad Hoc Committee, this update seeks to expand the FGS Thesis and Dissertation Regulations to accommodate a variety of dissertation formats with appropriate graduate standards of academic assessment.
Critical to supporting this update, FGS will author a guide for faculty and graduate students considering a non-monograph- or manuscript-based thesis/dissertation. While York supports a variety of formats, centralized guidelines are not currently available to assist parties. Graduate students should be made aware of the formats supported in their program for disseminating their research while recognizing that the thesis/dissertation is a document which must be examined by an audience that includes members from outside one’s discipline and field. Furthermore, via YorkSpace, dissertations are publicly accessible. Additionally, supervisory committees must be provided with appropriate tools to best support students to help inform how the research project takes shape. With a focus on educational resources, the goal is to enable conversations on a variety of possibilities for research endeavours while minimizing obstacles for those that embark on this path. Parameters on supervisory responsibilities must be very clear, as well as how the thesis/dissertation will be assessed. To that end, graduate programs should have documented procedures to inform the types of primary research projects that can be supported.
Scope and Application

The regulations apply to all graduate programs (master’s and doctoral) that include theses and/or dissertations as part of their degree requirements. Programs must document procedures to guide supervisory committees in determining the suitability of a proposed format that are consistent with the identity of the program.
Consultations

Several meetings were conducted with the Ad Hoc Committee, culminating with a presentation to FGS Faculty Council in March 2020 outlining initial findings and next steps. Due to the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, progress was paused with consultations resuming in the subsequent academic year, beginning with the Office of Research Ethics followed by York Libraries. Further, FGS consulted with the Faculty of Graduate Studies at the University of Calgary due to their advocacy efforts in this area, as well as staff members on Senate’s Academic Standards, Curriculum and Pedagogy Committee (ASCP) and York University’s Quality Assurance Procedures (YUQAP).
Graduate committees in anchor Faculties were consulted in late 2021/early 2022.
Implementation Schedule

The revised regulations shall take effect 18 months following Senate approval, in concert with the release of a guide for faculty and graduate students considering a non-monograph- or manuscript-based thesis/dissertation.
To ensure adequate oversight of the culminating milestone of the degree, graduate programs will be required to review any existing program procedures concerning theses and dissertations and submit a Notice of Intent (NOI) through the York University Quality Assurance Procedures (YUQAP) to outline the types of theses and dissertations they can support. Based on the submission, a decision would be rendered on if a major or minor modification is required to enable relevant details to be included in the Academic Calendar. Graduate programs will then submit revised program documentation for review and recommendation for approval to their local program governance body and/or relevant anchor Faculty Council, where appropriate. Program requirements requiring approval by the relevant anchor Faculty Council must then be submitted to Senate’s Academic Standards, Curriculum and Pedagogy Committee (ASCP) for approval.
Administratively, relevant FGS thesis and dissertation forms will expand at this time to include procedural details on identifying relevant formats at appropriate junctures, and on creative works in relation to research as defined under the Tri-Council Policy Statement: Ethical Conduct for Research involving Humans (TCPS).
The regulations will be reviewed every five years following Senate approval.






Doctoral Dissertations

	Existing Copy (Change From):
	Proposed Copy (Change To):

	
Doctoral dissertations shall be on a topic approved by the student’s supervisor and supervisory committee, and shall include submission and approval of a dissertation proposal, including appropriate ethics review and approval, in accordance with Faculty and program requirements and procedures. Dissertations must embody the results of original research and must be successfully defended at an oral examination.
The doctoral dissertation must embody original work conducted while in program, and must constitute a significant contribution to knowledge. It should contain evidence of critical understanding of the relevant literature. The material embodied in the dissertation should merit publication.
	
Doctoral dissertations shall be on a topic approved by the student’s supervisor and supervisory committee, and shall include submission and approval of a dissertation proposal, including appropriate ethics review and approval, in accordance with Faculty and program requirements and procedures. Dissertations must embody the results of original research and must be successfully defended at an oral examination.
The doctoral dissertation must embody original work conducted while in program and must constitute a significant contribution to knowledge. It should contain evidence of critical understanding of the relevant literature. The material embodied in the dissertation should merit publication or other appropriate public dissemination.




Originality of the Thesis/Dissertation
	Existing Copy (Change From):
	Proposed Copy (Change To):

	
By submitting a thesis or dissertation, a student is making the representation that it is entirely his or her own work and that it has been done while he or she was a graduate student at York University.
If such is not the case, then the student must indicate in a signed, written statement what part of the thesis or dissertation is solely his or her own or co-authored. If co-authored, the candidate must provide an account of its provenance. The supervisor must produce her or his own corroborative written statement.
If a thesis or dissertation is the result of collaborative work, then the nature of the collaboration and the extent of the candidate’s contribution must be described in a written statement signed by the candidate and approved in writing by the candidate’s supervisor. Where there has been collaboration with others in the collection or preparation of data, materials, or documentation included in the thesis or dissertation, then appropriate acknowledgment must be made in the thesis or dissertation.
If a thesis or dissertation—or any part thereof—has been published prior to submission of the thesis/dissertation, then the candidate must disclose this fact in a signed written statement, and the supervisor must approve in writing the inclusion of such work in the thesis or dissertation. In cases where one or more chapters of the thesis or dissertation have been previously published in a journal or book to which the author has assigned copyright, permission to include the chapter(s) in the thesis or dissertation must be obtained from the copyright holder(s). Please see the section on Copyright for more details.
A thesis or dissertation containing previously published material of which the candidate is the author and/or co-author should also contain a review of the literature that adequately explains the relationship to the literature of the work undertaken. In addition, it should contain a rationale for the study. These elements may form part of the body of the work – normally an introduction or opening chapter – that leads coherently into the publications. Furthermore, there should be a concluding chapter or section that discusses the body of the thesis or dissertation, including all previously published parts.
A false representation or failure to make a disclosure as outlined above is an academic offence and renders the thesis or dissertation ineligible for consideration of the relevant degree.

	
By submitting a thesis or dissertation, a student is making the representation that it is entirely their own work and that it has been done while they were a graduate student at York University.
If such is not the case, then the student must indicate in a signed, written statement what part of the thesis or dissertation is solely their own or co-authored. If co-authored, the candidate must provide an account of its provenance. The supervisor must produce their own corroborative written statement.
If a thesis or dissertation is the result of collaborative work, then the nature of the collaboration and the extent of the candidate’s contribution must be described in a written statement signed by the candidate and approved in writing by the candidate’s supervisor. Where there has been collaboration with others in the collection or preparation of data, materials, or documentation included in the thesis or dissertation, then appropriate acknowledgment must be made in the thesis or dissertation. In all instances, the oral examination must be conducted solely by the candidate.
If a thesis or dissertation—or any part thereof—has been published prior to submission of the thesis/dissertation, then the candidate must disclose this fact in a signed written statement, and the supervisor must approve in writing the inclusion of such work in the thesis or dissertation. In cases where one or more chapters of the thesis or dissertation have been previously published in a journal or book to which the author has assigned copyright, permission to include the chapter(s) in the thesis or dissertation must be obtained from the copyright holder(s). Please see the section on Copyright for more details.
A thesis or dissertation containing previously published material of which the candidate is the author and/or co-author should also contain a review of the literature that adequately explains the relationship to the literature of the work undertaken. In addition, it should contain a rationale for the study. These elements may form part of the body of the work – normally an introduction or opening chapter – that leads coherently into the publications. Furthermore, there should be a concluding chapter or section that discusses the body of the thesis or dissertation, including all previously published parts.
A false representation or failure to make a disclosure as outlined above is an academic offence and renders the thesis or dissertation ineligible for consideration of the relevant degree.






New Entry: Monograph Theses and Dissertations
	Existing Copy (Change From):
	Proposed Copy (Change To):

	
N/A


	
The monograph is a coherent scholarly work focused on a specific subject consisting of written text formatted under various chapters – including an introduction and conclusion – as a unified body of research. Images, tables and figures may be included but do not constitute a discrete section of the thesis/dissertation.






Manuscript-based Theses and Dissertations
	Existing Copy:
	Proposed Copy (Change To):

	
The general form and style of a thesis/dissertation may differ from program to program, but a thesis/dissertation should be a coherent work. This means that if a thesis/dissertation contains separate manuscripts, there needs also to be introductory and concluding chapters that explain how these separate manuscripts fit together into a unified body of research. If previously published materials are included, then it should be made clear what exactly is the student’s own work and what is the contribution of other researchers, as outlined above under Originality of a Dissertation.



	
The manuscript-based thesis/dissertation is composed of a collection of articles on a common theme/subject. The general form and style of this type of thesis/dissertation may differ from program to program, but a thesis/dissertation should be a coherent work. A text explaining the coherence of the components must conform to the preface guidelines outlines in these regulations.  
If previously published materials are included, then it should be made clear what exactly is the student’s own work and what is the contribution of other researchers, as outlined above under Originality of a Dissertation.
The Faculty of Graduate Studies does not specify the specific number of articles/manuscripts required to fulfill the requirements of a thesis/dissertation of this type; however, graduate program and/or disciplinary norms and expectations should be adhered to. It is expected that students fulfill the requirements for originality and contribution to knowledge at the same level as all other thesis/dissertation formats.





Complex Electronic and Multimodal Theses and Dissertations
	Existing Copy (Change From):
	Proposed Copy (Change To):

	
Complex Electronic and Multimodal Theses and Dissertations
All theses and dissertations must contain a written component. Theses and dissertations may, however, include other components in addition to the written component.
A complex electronic thesis/dissertation is a work with a high reliance on slides, film or videos, electronically interactive word/image-based text on CD-ROM or the internet. For complex electronic theses/dissertations, part of the work can be produced in traditional written form, but key elements of the work depend on direct experience with or interaction with a text whose physical form may be changed as a consequence of the interaction. Students producing a multimedia thesis/dissertation should consult with the Theses Canada Portal on the Library and Archives Canada website for advice on formats supportable for preservation. However, a student may work in or submit work in an unsupported format as part of the oral exam as long as the work is readily accessible by the exam committee and the student submits a written component.
A multimodal thesis/dissertation is a work in which the key component is a performance or piece of art. For multimodal theses/dissertations, part of the work can be produced in traditional written form, but key elements of the work depend on direct experience by the exam committee with, for example, displayed artworks or theatrical productions.
For both electronic and multimodal theses/dissertations, students may wish to include supplementary files as part of their final submission (see Final Submission Tab).
	
Complex Digital Theses/Dissertations
A complex digital thesis/dissertation is a work with a high reliance on media (e.g., images, audio, videos, computer code and/or data set) in which the digital material is an integral part of the work as a whole. 
Part of the work must consist of a written text, but core elements of the thesis/dissertation rely on direct experience or interaction with digital materials that are not – or not primarily – a written text. 
A text explaining the coherence of the components must conform to the preface guidelines outlines in these regulations.
Multimodal Theses/Dissertations
A multimodal thesis/dissertation is a work in which a central component consists of an object or performance. For multimodal theses/dissertations, part of the work must be in written form, but key elements of the work depend on direct experience by the exam committee with, for example, displayed artworks or theatrical productions.
A text explaining the coherence of the components must conform to the preface guidelines outlines in these regulations.
Special Format Theses/Dissertations
Students wishing to undertake a thesis/dissertation that does not align with one of the above-mentioned formats – monograph, manuscript-based, complex digital, or multimodal – are expected to initiate discussions with their supervisory committee and director of the graduate program concerned as early as possible (see Suitability of Proposed Format for the approval process).
Documentation and Archival Deposit
Students producing a complex digital, multimodal, or special format thesis/dissertation should consult with the Theses Canada Portal on the Library and Archives Canada website for advice on formats supportable for preservation. However, a student may work in or submit work in an unsupported format as part of the oral exam as long as the work is readily accessible by the exam committee and the student submits a written component.
For complex digital theses/dissertations, it is expected that digital components of a thesis/dissertation will be made available for archiving, if/when possible, in line with York University’s commitment to Open Access.
For multimodal and special format theses/dissertations, it is understood that the non-written component of the work may not be archived either locally or with Library and Archives Canada; although, the Faculty of Graduate Studies encourages graduate students and programs to document student work if, and as, appropriate for archiving.
For complex digital, multimodal, and special format theses/dissertations, students may wish to include supplementary files as part of their final submission (see Final Submission Tab).






New Entry: Suitability of Proposed Format

	Existing Copy (Change From):
	Proposed Copy (Change To):

	
N/A
	
Programs will specify the dissertation and thesis formats allowed in their programs in the academic calendar as well as working to make this information available to students and faculty members.
Graduate programs seeking to update the types of theses and dissertations they support must submit a Notice of Intent (NOI) through the York University Quality Assurance Procedures (YUQAP). Based on that submission (in line with YUQAP), it will be determined if the proposed change constitute a major or minor modification of a program’s requirements. The appropriate process of updating a program’s permitted dissertation and thesis formats is contingent on that decision.

Approval to pursue one of the above-outlined formats – monograph, manuscript-based, complex digital, or multimodal – not outlined in a program’s requirements may be granted by special request. A student’s request will be reviewed by the appropriate program-level process for matters related to theses and dissertations, subject to confirmation from the supervisory committee that the proposed project will fulfill the requirements of a thesis or dissertation in the program and that relevant supervision and sufficient support for the completion of such work can be provided.
Students considering a thesis or dissertation format not outlined in these regulations should engage their supervisor and supervisory committee to discuss the suitability of the proposed format.
Approval to pursue a special format not specified in this policy may be given in exceptional circumstances subject to the student, with the support of all members of the supervisory committee, providing a proposal and rationale that outlines how the proposed special format affords the student the ability to more fully realize the pan-university requirements that a dissertation:

· Embody original work conducted while in program and must constitute a significant contribution to knowledge.
· Contain evidence of critical understanding of the relevant research.
· Merit publication or other appropriate public dissemination.

The proposal and rationale for the proposed format must be approved through the normal program-level procedures for the review of matters pertaining to dissertations and theses in consultation with the Graduate Program Director. The rationale must then be forwarded to the Dean, Faculty of Graduate Studies who may advise the program, supervisory committee, and student as appropriate to ensure compliance with any relevant Faculty and university policy and procedures.





Language of Theses/Dissertations

	Existing Copy:
	Proposed Copy (Change To):

	
A thesis or dissertation should be written in English, but approval may be given to a written request from a student for a thesis or dissertation to be written in French or in the language of any Aboriginal/First Nations people in North America, subject to confirmation from the director of the graduate program concerned that relevant supervision and sufficient support for the completion of such written work can be provided.
For theses/dissertation written in English, either American or British spelling is acceptable provided that it is used consistently throughout.



	
A thesis or dissertation should be written in English, but approval may be given to a written request from a student for a thesis or dissertation to be written in French or in the language of any Indigenous people in North America, subject to confirmation from the director of the graduate program concerned that relevant supervision and sufficient support for the completion of such written work can be provided.
For theses/dissertation written in English, either American or British spelling is acceptable provided that it is used consistently throughout.






Style Guides

	Existing Copy:
	Proposed Copy (No Change): 

	
Students preparing their thesis/dissertation should follow a single style guide appropriate to their discipline. The York University Libraries provides links to various style guides for various disciplines.



	
Students preparing their thesis/dissertation should follow a single style guide appropriate to their discipline. The York University Libraries provides links to various style guides for various disciplines.





New Entry: Preface Guidelines

	Existing Copy (Change From):
	Proposed Copy (Change To):

	
N/A
	
Manuscript-based, complex digital, multimodal, or special format theses/dissertations must contain a preface explaining the relationship of the components (e.g., manuscript chapters; digital or multimodal components) to the overall thesis/dissertation.
While the introductory chapter of the thesis/dissertation outlines the scholarly context and objectives of the research, a preface links the various components to the work as a whole and provides a roadmap to the reader through the individual sections of the whole. The length of a preface should be based on disciplinary norms.
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