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	Updates to Regulations – Registration Status
Current Location

Full-time Status: https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/regulations/registration/#full-time 
Rationale

In early 2023, the Ontario Council on Graduate Studies (OCGS) approved an update to their resolution speaking to timely program completion in their Principles for Graduate Study at Ontario's Universities:
Resolution 5. (The principle of timely program completion)
OCGS members are committed to student success and timely program completion. Full-time graduate students are expected to pursue their graduate degree on a full-time basis and make satisfactory progress toward timely completion of all program requirements. It is not possible, or desirable, for the university to monitor and enforce the employment activities of its graduate students outside the university. However, it is both possible and desirable for the university to ensure that it does not itself create a structural situation that jeopardizes the ability of the graduate student to make full-time progress towards the completion of graduate program requirements. Accordingly, OCGS is committed to the principle that full-time graduate students are employed no more than an average of 10 hours per week on campus.   
OCGS has requested that graduate schools review their regulations to ensure alignment with this update concerning full-time study. While requirements outlined in applicable collective agreements specifying employment hours are not impacted, this update better positions to the graduate community expectations for full-time study in parallel with employment opportunities.




Registration Status
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Full-time Status
A graduate student is designated by the University as full-time if they:
1. are pursuing their studies as a full-time occupation;
2. identify themselves as a full-time graduate student;
3. are able to progress on all program requirements requiring geographical availability on campus;
4. are considered by their supervisor and program director to be progressing, in relation to program requirements and expectations, at a satisfactory rate; and
5. have not normally completed more than six terms of full-time study at the master’s level or not more than 18 terms of full-time study at the Doctoral level.

Full-time graduate students may hold employment provided that they are not regularly employed for more than an average of ten hours per week for any period for which they are registered as full-time graduate students. If the student is employed by the University as a graduate or teaching assistant, the ten hours per week represents the total time spent by the student in connection with the appointment and includes the time spent on preparative work, reading set assignments, marking examinations, etc.
Part-time Status
All registered graduate students pursuing a degree or stand-alone graduate diploma who do not meet the requirements of full-time status as defined above are part-time graduate students. For the calculation of the balance of degree fees, one full-time term is equivalent to two part-time terms, and vice versa.
Change in Status
Degree and diploma students are expected to remain in the registration status (full-time or part-time) to which they were admitted unless a change of status is approved by the program director and the Dean.
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