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	Updates to Regulations – Thesis/Dissertation Proposal Guidelines
Current Location

Thesis/Dissertation Proposals: https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/thesis-and-dissertation/masters-thesis/#proposal-guidelines, and  https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/thesis-and-dissertation/doctoral-dissertation/#proposal-guidelines 
Rationale

A thesis/dissertation proposal proposes a research project to be pursued by the degree candidate. While recognizing that during the course of research, the project as proposed may change, the purpose of the proposal is to state, describe, and briefly explain. Through the review of a proposal, it should provide one with a clear, introductory orientation to the issues or problems to be explored and/or solved.  
To better support graduate students and faculty members during this iterative process, proposal guidelines have been expanded to include examples of standard components while remaining sufficiently open to accommodate every discipline.
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Proposal Guidelines
In accordance with program requirements and procedures, all students should prepare a thesis/dissertation proposal, normally in consultation with their supervisor. Each program should have written guidelines and should communicate them to candidates, as and when appropriate.
At a minimum, the proposal should contain a brief statement in non-technical language on the purpose of the thesis/dissertation research, its relationship to existing work in the area, and the contribution which the researcher hopes to make to the advancement of knowledge in the field. In addition, the proposal includes a title, the name of the supervisor and the supervisory committee. The title should indicate as clearly as possible the area of research, but it is understood that this title may change. The recommended maximum length of a proposal is 3,500 words, but individual programs may require proposals of a greater length.




	
Proposal Guidelines 
In accordance with program requirements and procedures, all students should prepare a thesis/dissertation proposal, normally in consultation with their supervisor in advance of commencing their proposed inquiry. Each program should have written guidelines and should communicate them to candidates, as and when appropriate.
At a minimum, the proposal should contain a brief statement in non-technical language on the purpose/goals of the thesis/dissertation research, its relationship to existing work in the area through an abbreviated literature review, the research question(s), the proposed methodology(ies) with rationale, and the contribution which the researcher hopes to make to the advancement of knowledge in the field. In addition, the proposal includes a title, the name of the supervisor and the supervisory committee. The title should indicate as clearly as possible the area of research, but it is understood that this title may change. The recommended maximum length of a proposal is 3,500 words, but individual programs may require proposals of a greater length. Proposals must be reviewed and approved by a student’s thesis or dissertation committee.
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