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	Updates to Regulations – Graduate Programs
Current Location

Master’s Programs (New Section): https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/regulations/degree-types-minimum-requirements-and-regulations/ 
Doctoral Programs (New Section): https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/regulations/degree-types-minimum-requirements-and-regulations/ 
Rationale

Program descriptions differentiating between research-focused degrees vs. professional degrees will enhance support to program proponents in the development of new graduate offerings at the institution. With this addition to FGS regulations, the Faculty envisions positive outcomes for individuals along the chain of approvals for the creation of new programs – to be able to access clear language with discernable program characteristics. A shared understanding of such characteristics will foster a more positive experience for students via the various administrative layers of York’s infrastructure that can impact eligibility e.g., scholarships and awards, and further contribute to the expansion of innovative academic offerings for future graduate students.
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Master’s Programs
York University master’s programs focus on advanced study through research, scholarly, and/or creative ventures. Comprised of a variety of requirements including thesis-based, research paper/project-based, or coursework-based, they provide students the opportunity to make original contributions to knowledge and prepare students for a range of academic and career pursuits.
Master’s students are normally eligible for funding packages and internal and external scholarships and awards.
Professional Master’s Programs
York University professional master’s programs focus on preparation for careers in specific fields. Normally a terminal degree and often comprised of work focused experiential education without a requirement to conduct original research, they provide students the opportunity to undertake specialized training for application in certain professional settings.
Professional master’s students are not eligible for funding packages and are normally not eligible for internal and external scholarships and awards.
Doctoral Programs
York University doctoral programs focus on the production of original work through research, scholarly, and/or creative ventures that make a significant contribution to knowledge in the field. A graduate degree at the highest level where material embodied in the dissertation should merit publication, they prepare students for a range of opportunities both within and outside academia.
Doctoral students are normally eligible for funding packages and internal and external scholarships and awards.
Professional Doctoral Programs
York University professional doctoral programs focus on the professional enhancement of practitioners in specific fields. Normally a terminal degree and often comprised of field-relevant assessments designed for working professionals, they prepare students to solve practical problems for application in certain professional practices. 
Professional doctoral students are not eligible for funding packages and are normally not eligible for internal and external scholarships and awards.
 







2

image1.wmf

