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Results of Oral Examination
The result of the oral examination is reported by the Chair
of the examining committee on the Oral Examination 
Report Form provided. All members vote (with the 
exception of any members attending in an ex-officio 
capacity). Abstentions are not allowed.

Accepted with no Revision
The oral examination requirement is met if the Committee
accepts the thesis or dissertation with no revisions.

Accepted Pending Specified Revisions
The oral examination requirement is met if the Committee
accepts the thesis or dissertation with specified revisions.
These specified revision could range from typographical
errors or changes of a minor editorial nature, to specified
insertions or deletions which do not radically modify the
development/argument of the thesis or dissertation. The
Committee must specify such changes with precision. It
is the responsibility of the supervisor to ensure that all
such changes are made and the Chair of the examining
committee will confirm that this is the case.

Masters: In cases where there is one vote for major 
revision, specified revisions are expected.

Doctorate: In cases where there are no more than two 
votes for major revision or one vote for failure, specified 
revisions are expected.

Referred pending Major Revision
A thesis is referred for major revision if any of the 
following conditions exist:

• the committee agrees that the thesis requires 
substantive changes to be acceptable; or,

• there is a minimum of two votes for major revision; or,
• there is one vote for failure.

A dissertation is referred for major revision if any of the  
following conditions exist:

• the Committee agrees that the dissertation requires  
substantive changes to be acceptable; or,

• there are two votes for failure; or,
• there is one vote for failure plus a minimum of one 

vote for major revision; or,
• there are at least three votes for major revision.

In this situation, one of the following procedures, agreed 
upon by the Committee before the examination is 
adjourned, must be used to finalize the oral results:

a. the Committee will reconvene within twelve months to 
continue the oral examination; or

b. the revised thesis or dissertation will be circulated 
within twelve months to all members, who will inform 
the Chair and the Dean’s Representative whether they 
feel the stipulated requirements have been met.

Detailed reasons for referring pending major revision 
must be supplied in writing by the Chair of the 
examining committee to the Dean, the Program Director 
and the candidate within two weeks.

After an adjournment and when the major revisions have 
been completed, the thesis or dissertation is failed if 
there are two or more votes for failure. A thesis or 
dissertation cannot be referred for major revisions more 
than once and no further adjournment is permitted. In 
the event of failure, detailed reasons must be supplied 
in writing by the Chair of the examining committee to the 
Dean, Program Director and candidate within two weeks.

Failed
A thesis is failed if there is a minimum of two votes for 
failure. A dissertation is failed if there is a minimum of 
three votes for failure.

Thesis/Dissertation Prize Recommendation (check if appropriate)
Committee recommends to the Program a nomination for a Thesis/Dissertation Prize
Note: A nomination package must include a statement from the Chair of the committee, supported by the 
examining committee, detailing those elements of the thesis/dissertation which make it exceptional. This 
statement should be provided to the program director no later than two weeks following the oral exam.
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