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	Update to Regulations – Transfers Across Program Levels
Current Location

Registration > Transfers Across Program Levels (new section, to be located following Registration Status at):  https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/students/current-students/regulations/registration/ 
Rationale

The Faculty of Graduate Studies permits master’s students to transfer to the doctoral degree within the same program under the following scenarios:
1. A student convocating with a master’s degree advances to the doctoral degree just prior to, or in the subsequent term following, convocation
2. A student advances to the doctoral degree prior to completing their master’s degree on the condition that the master’s degree requirements are completed by a specified date
3. A student advances to the doctoral degree unconditionally without being awarded the master’s degree

Commonly referred to as ‘Internal Promotion,’ this is an existing practice in the Faculty and facilitated through an administrative application. This update will introduce this practice into Faculty regulations to best inform the graduate community on the types of transfers across program levels that are permitted. While current transfer scenarios are not adjusting, it is advantageous through this opportunity to outline additional provisions to guide consistency in Faculty-level procedures; specifically, exceptional scenarios permitting doctoral students to transfer to the master’s degree within a program.
This update will take effect September 1, 2026, accompanied by a revised application procedure to improve administrative processing for applicable students. 






Transfers Across Program Levels
	Existing Copy (Change From):
	Proposed Copy (Change To):

	
N/A
	
Master’s to Doctoral
On the recommendation of the Graduate Program Director and approval by the Faculty of Graduate Studies, a master’s student may transfer from the master’s degree to the doctoral degree within the same program through the following pathways:
1. A student convocating with a master’s degree advances to the doctoral degree just prior to, or in the subsequent term following, convocation;
2. A student advances to the doctoral degree prior to completing their master’s degree on the condition that the master’s degree requirements are completed by the end of the first term in the doctoral degree;
3. A student advances to the doctoral degree unconditionally i.e., without being awarded the master’s degree. 

The Graduate Program Director must outline a detailed rationale to support the transfer, including an evaluation of the student’s ability to pursue the advanced degree as well as suitability for the proposed timeline in relation to the student’s previous academic work and planned research project. For students advancing to the doctoral degree unconditionally, any requests for transfer credits (advanced standing) must be outlined.
This regulation does not preclude programs from enacting specific requirements to support transfer requests to the Graduate Program Director for recommendation to the Faculty of Graduate Studies.
Students must be in good standing and may not seek a transfer to a different graduate program, which would require a separate formal application for admission. 
Depending on the specifics of the transfer requested, fees and graduate funding may be impacted in line with program-level standards in research-based programs. Students should also be aware of any adjustments to scholarships and awards that may occur due to transferring to the doctoral degree.
Transfers will not be approved retroactively. If a transfer is approved by the Faculty of Graduate Studies, a student is not eligible to return to the original degree of study. This does not preclude students from seeking admission to a different graduate program requiring a separate formal application for admission. 
Doctoral to Master’s
On the recommendation of the Graduate Program Director and approval by the Faculty of Graduate Studies, a doctoral student may transfer from the doctoral degree to the master’s degree within the same program only if the program’s requirements in the Academic Calendar permit such transfers, as approved by the relevant anchor Faculty Council and by Senate.
The Graduate Program Director must outline a detailed rationale to support the transfer, including an evaluation of the student’s ability to pursue the degree as well as suitability for the proposed timeline in relation to the student’s previous academic work and recommended program completion plan. Any requests for transfer credits (advanced standing) must be outlined. 
Students may not seek a transfer to a different graduate program, which would require a separate formal application for admission. 
Depending on the specifics of the transfer requested, fees and graduate funding may be impacted in line with program-level standards in research-based programs. Students should also be aware of any adjustments to scholarships and awards that may occur due to transferring to the master’s degree.
In exceptional circumstances, on the recommendation of the Graduate Program Director and approval by the Faculty of Graduate Studies, a doctoral student may transfer from the doctoral degree to the master’s degree within the same program in situations where the program’s requirements in the Academic Calendar do not permit such transfers. In addition to the standard recommendation requirements, the rationale must demonstrate a robust academic plan to achieve the learning outcomes of the master’s degree. The academic plan must be achieved within 2 terms of the transfer, with the option to petition for a maximum of one additional term to account for extraordinary circumstances.
Transfers will not be approved retroactively. If a transfer is approved by the Faculty of Graduate Studies, a student is not eligible to return to the original degree of study. This does not preclude students from seeking admission to a different graduate program requiring a separate formal application for admission.
A second equivalent York University master’s degree within the same program may not be awarded to a student as part of a transfer across program levels.
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