Committee C: Theme Guide

Topic: Community-Based Approaches for AMR Strengthening Public Engagement and Surveillance

Why Communities Matter: Communities are essential partners in addressing antimicrobial resistance (AMR).
Local knowledge and participation are crucial for creating solutions that work in real-world contexts. When
community members understand this issue, they become powerful allies in preserving all types of
antimicrobials.

Key issues to consider during deliberations:

Creating Awareness
o How can we explain resistance to different antimicrobials in simple, relatable ways?
o What messages motivate behavior change around antimicrobial use?
e How can we address misconceptions about different types of infections and their treatments?
e What local beliefs influence how people use medicines?

Community Involvement
e How can community members help track antimicrobial use and treatment failures?
e What roles could teachers, religious leaders, or youth groups play?
e How can we include perspectives from all community segments?
e What would encourage sustained participation in AMR initiatives?

Practical Local Actions
e What community-led approaches could reduce unnecessary antimicrobial use?
e How might communities promote infection prevention to reduce need for treatment?
e What local practices might help or hinder appropriate antimicrobial use?
e How can communities support proper handling of all medicinal products?

Working with Health Systems
e How can communities and health workers better communicate about treatment needs?
e What would improve trust between communities and formal health services?
e How can communities advocate for better prescribing practices?

Sharing Knowledge
o How can traditional knowledge complement scientific approaches to infection management?
e What communication channels work best for different community groups?
e How can communities share successful strategies with each other?

Tips for developing your Resolutions: Remember that communities aren't just recipients of information about
AMR—they should be active partners in creating solutions that address all types of antimicrobial resistance.

When drafting your resolutions, consider:
e Building on existing community structures
« Making participation inclusive and accessible
o Starting with achievable actions that show visible results
o Creating opportunities for community leadership
e Addressing various antimicrobials, not just antibiotics



