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Development:
The Community Crime Prevention Pilot Project aims to reducing crime and hopefully establishing communities free in crime across British Columbia. 


Communities That Care

Communities That Care is a research-based and outcome-focused approach that brings together the whole community to promote positive youth development and engagement through proactive prevention programs and supports. It looks at the roots of problem adolescent behaviour such as substance abuse, violence and depression and enhances protective factors such as an increase in community support, addictions support, and positive peer association to mitigate the occurrence of crime or problem behaviour in youth. The program is tailored to the needs, issues and resources of each community.

A Communities That Care pilot program in Williams Lake and Anahim Lake was announced Jan. 15, 2009.  It brings together the Social Planning Council of Williams Lake and Area and the City of Williams Lake with the goal of fostering positive youth development in Williams Lake and Anahim Lake.

On Feb. 13 a Communities That Care pilot program was also launched in Prince George.  A partnership between the Ministry of Children and Family Development and the City of Prince George, the program will focus on fostering inclusive and caring communities to support youth development.


The Inter-Regional At-Risk Youth Link (I-RAYL)
The Inter-Regional At-Risk Youth Link (I-RAYL) brings together Pacific Community Resources Society and TransLink to help homeless and at-risk youth aged 10 to 15 who gather at SkyTrain (rapid transit) stations in the B.C. Lower Mainland.

I-RAYL links these youth to the supports they need to avoid being victimized or exploited by drug dealers or gang members.  It uses resource workers and existing outreach programs to connect youth to housing, addiction services, counselling, school supports and other services they need in order to improve their lives.


Youth Inclusion Program

The Youth Inclusion Program aims to prevent and reduce crime among vulnerable youth in Duncan and the Cowichan Valley on Vancouver Island, and in Prince Rupert on the North Coast.  The Vancouver Island program focuses on youth aged 10 to 14 who are identified to be at-risk for, or engaging in, criminal behaviour, while Prince Rupert’s program concentrates on at-risk youth aged 13 to 16. The voluntary program connects youth participants with an outreach worker to develop a plan that focuses on the interests and strengths of the youth and the needs of his or her family.

Community resources will be used to engage youth participants in five to 10 hours of weekly pro-social activities, which may include education and tutoring, after-school support, workshops, cultural activities, sports and more.  Activities will be culturally sensitive to suit the needs of the individual.

The program is funded by the Ministry of Children and Family Development and delivered by the Hiiye'yu Lelum Society on Vancouver Island and the Friendship House Association of Prince Rupert in Prince Rupert with support of a community advisory board.  Representatives from a variety of local community agencies participate on the advisory board to help continue to shape the direction of the program.

Description of Reform:    
One approach to preventing community crime is called Crime Prevention through Social Development (CPSD). Studies from Canada and around the world show that children who experience family violence, poverty, poor parenting, inadequate nutrition, addiction, transience, and who lack social supports, risk becoming involved in crime.

CPSD aims to lessen this risk by providing these young people with social supports, positive peer groups, nurturing environments, and other resources to keep them safe and protected while also reducing crime in our communities.

The Ministry of Children and Family Development has launched four of six community based crime prevention pilot projects.
Purpose:
The Community Crime Prevention Project seeks to reduce the involvement of young people in crime by providing them social support, nurturing environments and other resources that keep them safe.
Criteria and Methods 
Of Evaluation:

Community crime prevention pilot projects in other regions of British Columbia are in development. Each pilot will be evaluated to determine its effectiveness.
Results:
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