Calgary Drug Treatment Court

	Status
	In effect



	Jurisdiction
	Alberta



	Body Responsible


	The Calgary Drug Treatment Court was developed in partnership with:

· the Provincial Court of Alberta

· Alberta Justice and Attorney General

· Alberta Solicitor General and Public Security

· Justice Canada

· City of Calgary

· a Strategic Planning Committee

The Calgary Drug Treatment Court received its initial funding from the City of Calgary through their Crime Prevention Investment Plan and subsequently from Alberta Justice through the Safe Communities fund.  Funding is currently in place until March 31, 2012.

In-Kind Funding was received from Alberta Justice, Alberta Solicitor General, the Provincial Court of Alberta and Justice Canada.



	Subjects
	Drug Treatment Courts



	Timelines
	Opened on May 10, 2007



	Development


	The Calgary Drug Treatment Court (CDTC) was a response by community stakeholders to develop an initiative that would effectively address Calgary’s serious and growing problem with drug addictions and its related social costs.



	Description of Reforms


	The purpose of the Calgary Drug Court is to significantly reduce the number of chronic drug-addicted individuals who support their addictions through non-violent criminal behaviour. Participants who apply to the program and meet Crown eligibility criteria (must be addicted to crack/cocaine, heroin or crystal-meth; be 18 years or older; be facing a jail sentence of 2-3 years; have no history of violence) are assigned for a treatment assessment to determine suitability for residential treatment. If a participant passes both screening components they are accepted into drug court and plead guilty to their charges. There is a 30 day probationary period during which a participant can voluntarily withdraw from the program; after this period their guilty pleas remain.

Participants are offered an intensive, judicially supervised addiction recovery program. Their progress is monitored through weekly court appearances before the same judge and weekly and random drug testing.  There are three stages to the CDTC program: Stage 1 is mandatory residential treatment with one of the partnering treatment providers, lasting from 3 to 6 months; Stage 2 is 12 to 18 months of community-based treatment with weekly meetings with CDTC Case managers, a probation officer and treatment agency staff.  The goal of Stage 2 is to support participants in rebuilding their lives back in the community as clean and sober citizens.  Stage 3 is graduation and sentencing.  The average length of time it takes to complete Drug Court is 18 months to 2 years.

Effective Drug Treatment Courts are based on the 12 Key Principles as identified by the United Nations Office on Drugs.  The Calgary Drug Treatment Court adheres to these 12 principles. The Calgary Drug Treatment Court is comprised of a multi-disciplinary team involving: a Provincial Court Judge, federal and provincial Crowns, the CDTC Executive Director, CDTC treatment staff (case managers), duty counsel, probation, Calgary Police Service, and an Alberta Employment and Immigration Assessment Specialist.  This team meets weekly before court to discuss the progress of each participant and determine appropriate sanctions and rewards for compliant or non-compliant behaviours.




