ONTARIO

MAJOR CRIME COURT (2006)

Status:
Established and In Use

Jurisdiction:
Provincial – Ontario

Body Responsible:
Ministry of Attorney General for Ontario

Publications:
Ontario Opens First Major Crime Court  Toronto:  Ministry of the Attorney General, December 11 2006.

Development:
The province of Ontario, in an attempt to combat rising crime rates and the subsequent clogging of the justice system, decided to create a courthouse dedicated to major crimes.  As a part of the “Guns and Gangs Strategy”, the police in Ontario were making a large number of arrests.  This resulted in a backlog of large-scale, gang-related cases making their way through the system.  

Description of Reform:
The new courtroom facility is designed to handle such cases efficiently.  It includes extra security measures, a separate enclosed entrance for witnesses, a prisoner box than can hold multiple accused, large jury boxes, and specialized technical systems to allow for the presentation of large volumes of evidence.  Also, over 60 Crown prosecutors will be dedicated solely to cases related to the “Guns and Gangs Strategy”.

