NUNAVUT COMMUNITY JUSTICE COMMITTEES (1999)

Status:
Established and In Use

Jurisdiction:
Territorial – Nunavut

Body Responsible:
Ministry of Attorney General for Nunavut 


Community Leaders and Elders

Subjects:
Diversion Projects

Publications:
http://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/pi/rs/rep-rap/2005/rr05_7/toc-tdm.html
Development:
When Nunavut was establishing its justice system prior to the territory’s inception in 1999, it became clear that, regardless of what system was put in place, the community would have to play a prominent role in it.  The culture of the people of Nunavut is embedded into the government of the land.  As a result it was no surprise that Community Justice Committees were established and used successfully in the territory since 1999.

Description of Reform:
Community Justice Committees are groups established in each community in Nunavut and are made up of community leaders, elders, and members of the justice system.  These committees are not part of the formal Court system, but play a significant role in pre-charge diversion programs in which the accused, usually young offenders, participate in rehabilitation activities as an alternative to having a formal charge laid.  It is possible that in the future these committees will expand to include post-charge diversion programs.

