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<6Oti me@n u$mei3ß, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, pepo!nqåte u$po@ tw£n e%mw£n {{I :17a }} 
kåthgo!rwn, ou%k oi~da: e%gw™ d' ou_n kai2 åu%to@ß u$p' åu%tw£n o%li1gou e%måutou#
e%pelåqo!mhn, ou^tw piqanw£ß e(legon. kai1toi a%lhqe!ß ge w¢ß e(poß ei5pei3n ou%de@n

ei5rh1kasin. ma!lista de@ åu%tw£n e&n e%qåu!masa tw£n pollw£n w•n e%yeu!santo, tou#to e%n
w•\ e(legon w¢ß xrh3n u$ma#ß eu%labei3sqai mh2 u$p' e%mou# e%cåpåthqh3te w¢ß deinou#

o(ntoß le!gein. to@ ga@r mh2 ai5sxunqh3nai o^ti åu%ti1ka u$p' e%mou# e%celegxqh1sontai {{I:17b }} 
e(rgw\, e%peida@n mhd' o$pwstiou#n fai1nwmai deino@ß le!gein, tou#to! moi e(docen åu%tw£n
a%naisxunto!tåton ei~nai, ei5 mh2 a(ra deino@n kalou#sin ou*toi le!gein to@n ta%lhqh3

le!gonta: ei5 me@n ga@r tou#to le!gousin, o$mologoi1hn a)n e(gwge ou% kåta@ tou!touß ei~nai
r4h1twr. ou*toi me@n ou_n, w§sper e%gw™ le!gw, h9 ti h0 ou%de@n a%lhqe@ß ei5rh1kasin, u$mei3ß de!

mou a%kou!sesqe pa#san th2n a%lh1qeian/ou% me!ntoi ma@ Di1a, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, {{I:17c }} 
kekalliephme!nouß ge lo!gouß, w§sper oi4 tou!twn, r4h1masi1 te kai2 o%no!masin ou%de@
kekosmhme!nouß, a %ll' a %kou!sesqe ei 5kh 3\ lego!mena toi 3ß e %pituxou#sin

o%no!masin/pisteu!w ga@r ∂i1kaia ei~nai a& le!gw/kai2 mhdei2ß u$mw£n prosdokhså!tw
a(llwß: ou%de@ ga@r a)n ∂h1pou pre!poi, w– a(n∂reß, th3\de th3\ h4liki1a\ w§sper meiraki1w\

plå!ttonti lo!gouß ei5ß u$ma#ß ei5sie!nai. kai2 me!ntoi kai2 pa!nu, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi,
tou#to u$mw£n de!omai kai2 pari1emai: e%a@n ∂ia@ tw£n åu%tw£n lo!gwn a%kou!hte! mou
å%pologoume!nou ∂i' w•nper ei9wqa le!gein kai2 e%n a%gora#\ e%pi2 tw£n tråpezw£n, i6na

u$mw£n polloi2 a%khko!asi, kai2 a(lloqi, mh1te qåumå!zein mh1te qorubei3n tou!tou
e^neka. e(xei ga@r ou$twsi1. nu#n e%gw™ prw£ton e%pi2 ∂ikasth1rion a%nabe!bhka, e(th {{I:17d }} 

gegonw™ß e$bdomh1konta: å%texnw£ß ou_n ce!nwß e(xw th3ß e%nqa!de le!cewß. w§sper ou_n
a(n, ei5 tw£\ o(nti ce!noß e%tu!gxanon wªn, sunegignw¡skete ∂h1pou a(n moi ei5 e%n e%kei1nh\ th3\
fwnh3\ te kai2 tw£\ tro!pw\ e(legon e%n oi8sper e%teqra!mmhn, kai2 ∂h2 kai2 nu#n tou#to

u$mw£n de!omai ∂i1kaion, w§ß ge! moi dokw£, to@n me@n tro!pon th3ß le!cewß e%a#n/i9swß {{I:18a }} 
me@n ga@r xei1rwn, i9swß de@ belti1wn a)n ei9h/åu%to@ de@ tou#to skopei3n kai2 tou!tw\ to@n

nou#n prose!xein, ei5 ∂i1kaia le!gw h0 mh1: ∂ikastou# me@n ga@r åu^th a%reth1, r4h1toroß de@
ta%lhqh3 le!gein.

Prw£ton me@n ou_n ∂i1kaio!ß ei5mi å%pologh1sasqai, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, pro@ß ta@

prw£ta! mou yeu∂h3 kåthgorhme!na kai2 tou@ß prw¡touß kåthgo!rouß, e(peita de@ pro@ß
ta@ u^steron kai2 tou@ß u$ste!rouß. e%mou# ga@r polloi2 kåth1goroi gego!nasi pro@ß u$ma#ß

kai2 pa!lai polla@ h9∂h e(th kai2 ou%de@n a%lhqe@ß le!gonteß, ou&ß e%gw™ ma#llon {{I :18b }} 
fobou#mai h0 tou@ß a%mfi2 <9Anuton, kai1per o(ntaß kai2 tou!touß deinou!ß: a%ll' e%kei3noi
deino!teroi, w– a(n∂reß, oi7 u$mw£n tou@ß pollou@ß e%k pai1∂wn paralamba!nonteß

e(peiqo!n te kai2 kåthgo!roun e%mou# ma#llon ou%de@n a%lhqe!ß, w¢ß e(stin tiß Swkrå!thß
sofo@ß a%nh1r, ta! te mete!wra frontisth2ß kai2 ta@ u$po@ gh3ß pa!nta a%nezhthkw™ß kai2 to@n
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h6ttw  lo !gon krei 1ttw  poiw£n. ou*toi , w –  a (n∂reß < 5Aqhnai3oi ,  oi 4  tåu !thn th2n fh1mhn {{ I :18c } }

kåtaskeda!santeß, oi4 deinoi1 ei5si1n mou kåth1goroi: oi4 ga@r a%kou!onteß h4gou#ntai tou@ß
tåu#ta zhtou#ntaß ou%de@ qeou@ß nomi1zein. e(peita! ei5sin ou*toi oi4 kåth1goroi polloi2

kai2 polu@n xro!non h9∂h kåthgorhko!teß, e(ti de@ kai2 e%n tåu!th\ th3\ h4liki1a\ le!gonteß
pro@ß u$ma#ß e%n h8\ a)n ma!lista e%pisteu!såte, pai3deß o(nteß e(nioi u$mw£n kai2 meira!kia,
å%texnw£ß e%rh1mhn kåthgorou#nteß å%pologoume!nou ou%deno!ß. o& de@ pa!ntwn

a%logw¡tåton, o^ti ou%de@ ta@ o%no!måta oi8o!n te åu%tw£n ei5de!nai kai2 ei5pei3n, plh2n ei9 tiß
kwmw\dopoio@ß tugxa!nei wªn. o^soi de@ fqo!nw\ kai2 ∂iabolh3\ xrw¡menoi u$ma#ß {{I:18d }} 

a%ne!peiqon/oi4 de@ kai2 åu%toi2 pepeisme!noi a(llouß pei1qontes/ou*toi pa!nteß
å%porw¡tåtoi1 ei5sin: ou%de@ ga@r a%nabiba!sasqai oi8o!n t' e%sti2n åu%tw£n e%ntåuqoi3 ou%d'
e%le!gcai ou%de!na, a%ll' a%na!gkh å%texnw£ß w§sper skiamåxei3n å%pologou!meno!n te kai2

e%le!gxein mhdeno@ß å%pokrinome!nou. å%ciw¡såte ou_n kai2 u$mei3ß, w§sper e%gw™ le!gw,
∂ittou!ß mou tou@ß kåthgo!rouß gegone!nai, e$te!rouß me@n tou@ß a(rti kåthgorh1santaß,

e$te!rouß de@ tou@ß pa!lai ou&ß e%gw™ le!gw, kai2 oi5h1qhte dei3n pro@ß e%kei1nouß prw£to!n {{I:18e }} 
me å%pologh1sasqai: kai2 ga@r u$mei3ß e%kei1nwn pro!teron h5kou!såte kåthgorou!ntwn
kai2 polu@ ma#llon h0 tw£nde tw£n u^steron.

Ei~en: å%pologhte!on ∂h1, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, kai2 e%pixeirhte!on u$mw£n e%cele!sqai
th2n ∂iabolh2n h7n u$mei3ß e%n pollw£\ xro!nw\ e(sxete tåu!thn e%n ou^twß o%li1gw\ {{I:19a }} 

xro!nw\. bouloi1mhn me@n ou_n a)n tou#to ou^twß gene!sqai, ei9 ti a(meinon kai2 u$mi3n kai2
e%moi1, kai2 ple!on ti1 me poih3sai å%pologou!menon: oi~mai de@ åu%to@ xalepo@n ei~nai, kai2
ou% pa!nu me lanqa!nei oi8o!n e%stin. o^mwß tou#to me@n i9tw o^ph\ tw£\ qew£\ fi1lon, tw£\

de@ no!mw\ peiste!on kai2 å%pologhte!on.
<5Anala!bwmen ou_n e%c a%rxh3ß ti1ß h4 kåthgori1a e%sti2n e%c h8ß h4 e%mh2 ∂iabolh2

ge!gonen, h8\ ∂h2 kai2 pisteu!wn Me!lhto!ß me e%gra!yåto th2n grafh2n tåu!thn. ei~en: ti1 {{I:19b }} 
∂h2 le!gonteß ∂ie!ballon oi4 ∂iaba!llonteß; w§sper ou_n kåthgo!rwn th2n a%ntwmosi1an
dei3 a%nagnw£nai åu%tw£n: “Swkrå!thß a%∂ikei3 kai2 periergå!zetai zhtw£n ta! te u$po@ gh3ß kai2

ou%ra!nia kai2 to@n h6ttw lo!gon krei1ttw poiw£n kai2 a(llouß tåu%ta@ tåu#ta ∂ida!skwn.”
toiåu!th ti1ß e%stin: tåu#ta ga@r e$wrå#te kai2 åu%toi2 e%n th3\ <5Aristofa!nouß {{I :19c }} 

kwmw\∂i1a\, Swkrå!th tina@ e%kei3 perifero!menon, fa!skonta! te a%erobåtei3n kai2 a(llhn
pollh2n fluari1an fluarou#nta, w•n e%gw™ ou%de@n ou(te me!ga ou(te mikro@n pe!ri e%pai+w.
kai2 ou%x w¢ß å%timå!zwn le!gw th2n toiåu!thn e%pisth1mhn, ei9 tiß peri2 tw£n toiou!twn

sofo!ß e%stin/mh1 pwß e%gw™ u$po@ Melh1tou tosåu!taß ∂i1kaß feu!goimi/ a%lla@ ga@r
e%moi2 tou!twn, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, ou%de@n me!testin. ma!rturaß de@ åu_ u$mw£n tou@ß

pollou@ß pare!xomai, kai2 å%ciw£ u$ma#ß a%llh1louß ∂ida!skein te kai2 frå!zein, o^soi {{I:19d }} 
e%mou# pw¡pote a%khko!åte ∂ialegome!nou/polloi2 de@ u$mw£n oi4 toiou#toi1 ei5sin/
frå!zete ou_n a%llh1loiß ei5 pw¡pote h0 mikro@n h0 me!ga h9kouse! tiß u$mw£n e%mou# peri2

tw£n toiou!twn ∂ialegome!nou, kai2 e%k tou!tou gnw¡sesqe o^ti toiåu#t' e%sti2 kai2 ta_lla
peri2 e%mou# a& oi4 polloi2 le!gousin.

<5Alla@ ga@r ou(te tou!twn ou%de!n e%stin, ou%de! g' ei9 tinoß a%khko!åte w¢ß e%gw™
paideu!ein e%pixeirw£ a%nqrw¡pouß kai2 xrh1måta prå!ttomai, ou%de@ tou#to a%lhqe!ß.
e%pei2 kai2 tou#to! ge! moi dokei3 kalo@n ei~nai, ei9 tiß oi8o!ß t' ei9h paideu!ein {{I :19e }} 

a%nqrw¡pouß w§sper Gorgi1aß te o$ Leonti3noß kai2 Pro!∂ikoß o$ Kei3oß kai2 <4Ippi1aß o$
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<5Hlei3oß. tou!twn ga@r e^kastoß, w– a(n∂reß, oi8o!ß t' e%sti2n i5w™n ei5ß e$ka!sthn tw£n po!lewn
tou@ß ne!ous/oi8ß e(cesti tw£n e$åutw£n politw£n proi3ka sunei3nai w•\ a)n
bou!lwntai/tou!touß pei1qousi ta@ß e%kei1nwn sunousi1aß å%polipo!ntaß sfi1sin

sunei3nai xrh1måta ∂ido!ntaß kai2 xa!rin proseide!nai. e%pei2 kai2 a(lloß a%nh1r e%sti {{I:20a }} 
Pa!rioß e%nqa!de sofo@ß o&n e%gw™ h5\sqo!mhn e%pi∂hmou#nta: e(tuxon ga@r proselqw™n a%n∂ri2
o&ß tete!leke xrh1måta sofistai3ß plei1w h0 su!mpanteß oi4 a(lloi, Kalli1a\ tw£\

<4Ipponi1kou: tou#ton ou_n a%nhro!mhn/e%sto@n ga@r åu%tw£\ ∂u!o u$ei3/ “<-W Kalli1a,” h-n d' e%gw¡,
“ei5 me!n sou tw™ u$ei3 pw¡lw h0 mo!sxw e%gene!sqhn, ei9xomen a)n åu%toi3n e%pistå!thn

labei3n kai2 misqw¡sasqai o&ß e(mellen åu%tw™ kalw¡ te ka%gåqw™ poih1sein th2n
prosh1kousan a%reth1n, h-n d' a)n ou*toß h0 tw£n i4ppikw£n tiß h0 tw£n gewrgikw£n: nu#n d' {{I:20b }} 
e%pei∂h2 a%nqrw¡pw e%sto!n, ti1na åu%toi3n e%n nw£\ e(xeiß e%pistå!thn labei3n; ti1ß th3ß

toiåu!thß a%reth3ß, th3ß a%nqrwpi1nhß te kai2 politikh3ß, e%pisth1mwn e%sti1n; oi~mai ga!r
se e%ske!fqai ∂ia@ th2n tw£n u$e!wn kth3sin. e(stin tiß,” e(fhn e%gw¡, “h0 ou(;” “Pa!nu ge,” h- d' o^ß. “Ti1ß,”

h-n d' e%gw¡, “kai2 podåpo!ß, kai2 po!sou ∂ida!skei;” “Eu(hnoß,” e(fh, “w– Sw¡kråteß, Pa!rioß, pe!nte
mnw£n.” kai2 e%gw™ to@n Eu(hnon e%maka!risa ei5 w¢ß a%lhqw£ß e(xoi tåu!thn th2n te!xnhn kai2
ou^twß e%mmelw£ß ∂ida!skei. e%gw™ gou#n kai2 åu%to@ß e%kalluno!mhn te kai2 h4bruno!mhn {{I:20c }} 

a)n ei5 h5pista!mhn tåu#ta: a%ll' ou% ga@r e%pi1stamai, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi.
<4Upola!boi a)n ou_n tiß u$mw£n i9swß: “<5All', w– Sw¡kråteß, to@ so@n ti1 e%sti pra#gma;

po!qen ai4 ∂iabolai1 soi åu*tai gego!nasin; ou% ga@r ∂h1pou sou# ge ou%de@n tw£n a(llwn
peritto!teron pragmåteuome!nou e(peita tosåu!th fh1mh te kai2 lo!goß ge!gonen, ei5
mh1 ti e(pråtteß a%lloi3on h0 oi4 polloi1. le!ge ou_n h4mi3n ti1 e%stin, i6na mh2 h4mei3ß peri2

sou# åu%tosxe∂iå!zwmen.” tåuti1 moi dokei3 ∂i1kaia le!gein o$ le!gwn, ka%gw™ u$mi3n {{I:20d }} 
peira!somai å%podei3cai ti1 pot' e%sti2n tou#to o& e%moi2 pepoi1hken to! te o(noma kai2

th2n ∂iabolh1n. a%kou!ete ∂h1. kai2 i9swß me@n do!cw tisi2n u$mw£n pai1zein: eu_ me!ntoi i9ste,
pa#san u$mi3n th2n a%lh1qeian e%rw£. e%gw™ ga!r, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, ∂i' ou%de@n a%ll' h0 ∂ia@
sofi1an tina@ tou#to to@ o(noma e(sxhka. poi1an ∂h2 sofi1an tåu!thn; h6per e%sti2n i9swß

a%nqrwpi1nh sofi1a: tw£\ o(nti ga@r kin∂uneu!w tåu!thn ei~nai sofo!ß. ou*toi de@ tå!x' a(n,
ou&ß a(rti e(legon, mei1zw tina@ h0 kåt' a(nqrwpon sofi1an sofoi2 ei~en, h0 ou%k e(xw ti1 {{I:20e }} 

le!gw: ou% ga@r ∂h2 e(gwge åu%th2n e%pi1stamai, a%ll' o^stiß fhsi2 yeu!detai1 te kai2 e%pi2
∂iabolh3\ th3\ e%mh3\ le!gei. kai1 moi, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, mh2 qorubh1shte, mhd' e%a@n do!cw
ti u$mi3n me!ga le!gein: ou% ga@r e%mo@n e%rw£ to@n lo!gon o&n a)n le!gw, a%ll' ei5ß å%cio!xrewn

u$mi3n to@n le!gonta a%noi1sw. th3ß ga@r e%mh3ß, ei5 ∂h1 ti1ß e%stin sofi1a kai2 oi6a, ma!rtura u$mi3n
pare!comai to@n qeo@n to@n e%n Delfoi3ß. Xairefw£nta ga@r i9ste pou. ou*toß e%mo!ß te

e$tai3roß h-n e%k ne!ou kai2 u$mw£n tw£\ plh1qei e$tai3ro!ß te kai2 sune!fuge th2n fugh2n {{I:21a }} 
tåu!thn kai2 meq' u$mw£n kåth3lqe. kai2 i9ste ∂h2 oi8oß h-n Xairefw£n, w¢ß sfo∂ro@ß e%f' o^ti
o$rmh1seien. kai 2  ∂h 1  pote kai 2  ei 5ß Delfou@ß e %lqw™n e %to!lmhse tou#to

manteu!sasqai/kai1, o^per le!gw, mh2 qorubei3te, w– a(n∂res/h9reto ga@r ∂h2 ei9 tiß e%mou#
ei9h sofw¡teroß. a%nei3len ou_n h4 Puqi1a mhde!na sofw¡teron ei~nai. kai2 tou!twn pe!ri o$

a%delfo@ß u$mi3n åu%tou# ou$tosi2 marturh1sei, e%pei∂h2 e%kei3noß teteleu!thken.
Ske!yasqe ∂h2  w•n êneka tåu#ta le !gw: me!llw ga @r u$ma#ß idå !cein oq̂en moi h4  {{ I:21b } }

∂iabolh2 ge!gonen. tåu#ta ga@r e%gw™ a%kou!saß e%nequmou!mhn ou$twsi1: “Ti1 pote le!gei o$

qeo!ß, kai2 ti1 pote ai5ni1ttetai; e%gw™ ga@r ∂h2 ou(te me!ga ou(te smikro@n su!noida
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e%måutw£\ sofo@ß wªn: ti1 ou_n pote le!gei fa!skwn e%me@ sofw¡tåton ei~nai; ou% ga@r
∂h1pou yeu!detai1 ge: ou% ga@r qe!miß åu%tw£\.” kai2 polu@n me@n xro!non h5po!roun ti1 pote
le!gei: e(peita mo!giß pa!nu e%pi2 zh1thsin åu%tou# toiåu!thn tina@ e%tråpo!mhn. h-lqon

e%pi1 tina tw£n dokou!ntwn sofw£n ei~nai, w¢ß e%ntåu#qa ei9per pou e%le!gcwn to@
mantei3on kai2 å%pofanw£n tw£\ xrhsmw£\ o^ti “Ou$tosi2 e%mou# sofw¡tero!ß e%sti, su@ d' {{I:21c }} 
e%me@ e(fhsqa.” ∂iaskopw£n ou_n tou#ton/o%no!måti ga@r ou%de@n de!omai le!gein, h-n de! tiß

tw£n politikw£n pro@ß o&n e%gw™ skopw£n toiou#to!n ti e(påqon, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, kai2
∂ialego!menoß åu%tw£\/e(doce! moi ou*toß o$ a%nh2r dokei3n me@n ei~nai sofo@ß a(lloiß te

polloi3ß a%nqrw¡poiß kai2 ma!lista e$åutw£\, ei~nai d' ou(: kå(peita e%peirw¡mhn åu%tw£\
deiknu!nai o^ti oi9oito me@n ei~nai sofo!ß, ei9h d' ou(. e%nteu#qen ou_n tou!tw\ te
å%phxqo!mhn kai2 polloi3ß tw£n paro!ntwn: pro@ß e%måuto@n d' ou_n å%piw™n {{I : 21d }} 

e%logizo!mhn o^ti tou!tou me@n tou# a%nqrw¡pou e%gw™ sofw¡tero!ß ei5mi: kin∂uneu!ei me@n
ga@r h4mw£n ou%de!teroß ou%de@n kalo@n ka%gåqo@n ei5de!nai, a%ll' ou*toß me@n oi9etai1 ti

ei5de!nai ou%k ei5∂w¡ß, e%gw™ de!, w§sper ou_n ou%k oi~da, ou%de@ oi9omai: e(oika gou#n tou!tou ge
smikrw£\ tini åu%tw£\ tou!tw\ sofw¡teroß ei~nai, o^ti a& mh2 oi~da ou%de@ oi9omai ei5de!nai.
e%nteu#qen e%p' a(llon h-\a tw£n e%kei1nou dokou!ntwn sofwte!rwn ei~nai kai1 moi tåu%ta@

tåu#ta e(doce, kai2 e%ntåu#qa ka%kei1nw\ kai2 a(lloiß polloi3ß å%phxqo!mhn. {{I:21e }} 
Meta@ tåu#t' ou_n h9∂h e%fech3ß h-\a, ai5sqano!menoß me@n kai2 lupou!menoß kai2

de∂iw™ß o^ti å%phxqano!mhn, o^mwß de@ a%nagkai3on e%do!kei ei~nai to@ tou# qeou# peri2
plei1stou poiei3sqai/i5te!on ou_n, skopou#nti to@n xrhsmo@n ti1 le!gei, e%pi2 å^pantaß
tou!ß ti dokou#ntaß ei5de!nai. kai2 nh2 to@n ku!na, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi/ dei3 ga@r pro@ß {{I:22a }} 

u$ma#ß ta%lhqh3 le!gein/h- mh2n e%gw™ e(påqo!n ti toiou#ton: oi4 me@n ma!lista
eu%dokimou#nteß e(doca!n moi o%li1gou dei3n tou# plei1stou e%ndeei3ß ei~nai zhtou#nti

kåta@ to@n qeo!n, a(lloi de@ dokou#nteß fåulo!teroi e%pieike!steroi ei~nai a(n∂reß pro@ß
to@ froni1mwß e(xein. dei3 ∂h2 u$mi3n th2n e%mh2n pla!nhn e%pidei3cai w§sper po!nouß tina@ß
ponou#ntoß i6na moi kai2 a%ne!legktoß h4 mantei1a ge!noito. meta@ ga@r tou@ß

politikou@ß h-\a e%pi2 tou@ß poihta@ß tou!ß te tw£n tragw\∂iw£n kai2 tou@ß tw£n
∂iqura!mbwn kai2 tou@ß a(llouß, w¢ß e%ntåu#qa e%p' åu%tofw¡rw\ kåtalhyo!menoß {{I:22b }} 

e%måuto@n a%måqe!steron e%kei1nwn o(nta. a%nalamba!nwn ou_n åu%tw£n ta@ poih1måta a^
moi e%do!kei ma!lista pepragmåteu#sqai åu%toi3ß, ∂ihrw¡twn a)n åu%tou@ß ti1 le!goien, i6n'
a^ma ti kai2 manqa!noimi par' åu%tw£n. ai5sxu!nomai ou_n u$mi3n ei5pei3n, w– a(n∂reß, ta%lhqh3:

o^mwß de@ r4hte!on. w¢ß e(poß ga@r ei5pei3n o%li1gou åu%tw£n å^panteß oi4 paro!nteß a)n
be!ltion e(legon peri2 w•n åu%toi2 e%pepoih1kesan. e(gnwn ou_n åu_ kai2 peri2 tw£n

poihtw£n e%n o%li1gw\ tou#to, o^ti ou% sofi1a\ poioi3en a& poioi3en, a%lla@ fu!sei tini2 kai2
e%nqousiå!zonteß w§sper oi4 qeoma!nteiß kai2 oi4 xrhsmw\doi1: kai2 ga@r ou*toi {{I:22c }} 
le!gousi me@n polla@ kai2 kala!, i9sasin de@ ou%de@n w•n le!gousi. toiou#to!n ti1 moi

e%fa!nhsan på!qoß kai2 oi4 poihtai2 peponqo!teß, kai2 a^ma h5\sqo!mhn åu%tw£n ∂ia@ th2n
poi1hsin oi5ome!nwn kai2 ta_lla sofwtå!twn ei~nai a%nqrw¡pwn a& ou%k h-san. å%ph3\a ou_n

kai2 e%nteu#qen tw£\ åu%tw£\ oi5o!menoß perigegone!nai w•\per kai2 tw£n politikw£n.
Teleutw£n ou_n e%pi2 tou@ß xeirote!xnaß h-\a: e%måutw£\ ga@r sunh1\∂h ou%de@n

e%pistame!nw\ w¢ß e(poß ei5pei3n, tou!touß de! g' h9\∂h o^ti eu$rh1soimi polla@ kai2 {{I:22d }} 

kala@ e%pistame!nouß. kai2 tou!tou me@n ou%k e%yeu!sqhn, a%ll' h5pi1stanto a& e%gw™ ou%k
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h5pista!mhn kai1 mou tåu!th\ sofw¡teroi h-san. a%ll', w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, tåu%to!n moi
e(docan e(xein a$ma!rthma o^per kai2 oi4 poihtai2 kai2 oi4 a%gåqoi2 ∂hmiourgoi1/∂ia@ to@ th2n
te!xnhn kalw£ß e%cergå!zesqai e^kastoß h5ci1ou kai2 ta_lla ta@ me!gista sofw¡tåtoß

ei~nai/kai2 åu%tw£n åu^th h4 plhmme!leia e%kei1nhn th2n sofi1an å%pokru!ptein: w§ste me
e%måuto@n a%nerwta#n u$pe@r tou# xrhsmou# po!tera decai1mhn a)n ou^twß w§sper e(xw {{I:22e }} 
e(xein, mh1te ti sofo@ß wºn th2n e%kei1nwn sofi1an mh1te a%måqh2ß th2n a%måqi1an, h0

a%mfo!tera a& e%kei3noi e(xousin e(xein. å%pekrina!mhn ou_n e%måutw£\ kai2 tw£\ xrhsmw£\
o^ti moi lusiteloi3 w§sper e(xw e(xein.

<5Ek tåuthsi2 ∂h2 th3ß e%ceta!sewß, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, pollai2 me@n å%pe!xqeiai1
moi gego!nasi kai2 oi8ai xalepw¡tåtai kai2 baru!tåtai, w§ste polla@ß ∂iabola@ß å%p' {{I:23a }} 
åu%tw£n gegone!nai, o(noma de@ tou#to le!gesqai, sofo@ß ei~nai: oi9ontai ga!r me e$ka!stote

oi4 paro!nteß tåu#ta åu%to@n ei~nai sofo@n a& a)n a(llon e%cele!gcw. to@ de@ kin∂uneu!ei, w–
a(n∂reß, tw£\ o(nti o$ qeo@ß sofo@ß ei~nai, kai2 e%n tw£\ xrhsmw£\ tou!tw\ tou#to le!gein, o^ti h4

a%nqrwpi1nh sofi1a o%li1gou tino@ß å%ci1a e%sti2n kai2 ou%deno!ß. kai2 fai1netai tou#ton le!gein
to@n Swkrå!th, proskexrh3sqai de@ tw£\ e%mw£\ o%no!måti, e%me@ para!deigma poiou!menoß,
w§sper a)n ei5 ei9poi o^ti “Ou*toß u$mw£n, w– a(nqrwpoi, sofw¡tåto!ß e%stin, o^stiß w§sper {{I:23b }} 

Swkrå!thß e(gnwken o^ti ou%deno@ß å(cio!ß e%sti th3\ a%lhqei1a\ pro@ß sofi1an.” tåu#t' ou_n
e%gw™ me@n e(ti kai2 nu#n periiw™n zhtw£ kai2 e%reunw£ kåta@ to@n qeo@n kai2 tw£n a%stw£n kai2

ce!nwn a(n tina oi9wmai sofo@n ei~nai: kai2 e%peida!n moi mh2 dokh3\, tw£\ qew£\ bohqw£n
e%ndei1knumai o^ti ou%k e(sti sofo!ß. kai2 u$po@ tåu!thß th3ß a%sxoli1aß ou(te ti tw£n th3ß
po!lewß prå#cai1 moi sxolh2 ge!gonen å(cion lo!gou ou(te tw£n oi5kei1wn, a%ll' e%n peni1a\

muri1a\ ei5mi2 ∂ia@ th2n tou# qeou# låtrei1an. {{I:23c}}

Pro@ß de@ tou!toiß oi4 ne!oi moi e%pakolouqou#ntes/oi8ß ma!lista sxolh1 e%stin,

oi4 tw£n plousiwtå!twn/åu%to!måtoi, xai1rousin a%kou!onteß e%cetåzome!nwn tw£n
a%nqrw¡pwn, kai2 åu%toi2 polla!kiß e%me@ mimou#ntai, ei~ta e%pixeirou#sin a(llouß
e%cetå!zein: kå(peita oi~mai eu$ri1skousi pollh2n a%fqoni1an oi5ome!nwn me@n ei5de!nai ti

a%nqrw¡pwn, ei5do!twn de@ o%li1ga h0 ou%de!n. e%nteu#qen ou_n oi4 u$p' åu%tw£n e%cetåzo!menoi
e%moi2 o%rgi1zontai, ou%x åu$toi3ß, kai2 le!gousin w¢ß Swkrå!thß ti1ß e%sti miarw¡tåtoß kai2

iafqei 1rei tou@ß ne!ouß: kai2  e %peida!n tiß åu %tou @ß e %rwta#\  o ^ti poiw£n kai 2  o^ti {{ I :23d } }

∂ida!skwn, e(xousi me@n ou%de@n ei5pei3n a%ll' a%gnoou#sin, i6na de@ mh2 dokw£sin å%porei3n, ta@
kåta@ pa!ntwn tw£n filosofou!ntwn pro!xeira tåu#ta le!gousin, o^ti “ta@ mete!wra kai2

ta@ u$po@ gh3s” kai2 “qeou@ß mh2 nomi1zein” kai2 “to@n h6ttw lo!gon krei1ttw poiei3n.” ta@ ga@r
a%lhqh3 oi9omai ou%k a)n e%qe!loien le!gein, o^ti kåta!∂hloi gi1gnontai prospoiou!menoi

me@n ei5de!nai, ei5do!teß de@ ou%de!n. å^te ou_n oi~mai filo!timoi o(nteß kai2 sfo∂roi2 kai2
polloi1, kai2 suntetame!nwß kai2 piqanw£ß le!gonteß peri2 e%mou#, e%mpeplh1kasin {{I:23e }} 
u$mw£n ta@ w–ta kai2 pa!lai kai2 sfo∂rw£ß ∂iaba!llonteß. e%k tou!twn kai2 Me!lhto!ß moi

e%pe!qeto kai2 <9Anutoß kai2 Lu!kwn, Me!lhtoß me@n u$pe@r tw£n poihtw£n å%xqo!menoß,
<9Anutoß de@ u$pe@r tw£n ∂hmiourgw£n kai2 tw£n politikw£n, Lu!kwn de@ u$pe@r tw£n r4hto!rwn:

w§ste, o^per a%rxo!menoß e%gw™ e(legon, qåumå!zoim' a)n ei5 oi8o!ß t' ei9hn e%gw™ u$mw£n {{I:24a }} 
tåu!thn th2n ∂iabolh2n e%cele!sqai e%n ou^twß o%li1gw\ xro!nw\ ou^tw pollh2n gegonui3an.
tåu#t' e(stin u$mi3n, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, ta%lhqh3, kai2 u$ma#ß ou(te me!ga ou(te mikro@n

å%pokruya!menoß e%gw™ le!gw ou%d' u$posteila!menoß. kai1toi oi~da sxedo@n o^ti åu%toi3ß

5



tou!toiß å%pexqa!nomai, o& kai2 tekmh1rion o^ti a%lhqh3 le!gw kai2 o^ti åu^th e%sti2n h4
∂iabolh2 h4 e%mh2 kai2 ta@ ai9tia tåu#ta! e%stin. kai2 e%a!nte nu#n e%a!nte åu_qiß zhth1shte
tåu#ta, ou^twß eu$rh1sete. {{I:24b }} 

Peri2 me@n ou_n w•n oi4 prw£toi1 mou kåth1goroi kåthgo!roun åu^th e(stw i4kanh2
å%pologi1a pro@ß u$ma#ß: pro@ß de@ Me!lhton to@n a%gåqo@n kai2 filo!polin, w§ß fhsi, kai2
tou@ß u$ste!rouß meta@ tåu#ta peira!somai å%pologh1sasqai. åu_qiß ga@r ∂h1, w§sper

e$te!rwn tou!twn o(ntwn kåthgo!rwn, la!bwmen åu_ th2n tou!twn a%ntwmosi1an. e(xei de!
pwß w•de: Swkrå!th fhsi2n a%∂ikei3n tou!ß te ne!ouß ∂iafqei1ronta kai2 qeou@ß ou&ß h4

po!liß nomi1zei ou% nomi1zonta, êtera de@ daimo!nia kaina!. to@ me@n ∂h2 e(gklhma {{I:24c}} 
toiou#to!n e%stin: tou!tou de@ tou# e%gklh1måtoß e&n e^kaston e%ceta!swmen.Fhsi2
ga@r ∂h2 tou@ß ne!ouß a%∂ikei3n me ∂iafqei1ronta. e%gw™ de! ge, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, a%∂ikei3n

fhmi Me!lhton, o^ti spou∂h3\ xarienti1zetai, r4a\∂i1wß ei5ß a%gw£na kåqista@ß a%nqrw¡pouß,
peri2 pragmå!twn prospoiou!menoß spoudå!zein kai2 kh1desqai w•n ou%de@n tou!tw\

pw¡pote e%me!lhsen: w¢ß de@ tou#to ou^twß e(xei, peira!somai kai2 u$mi3n e%pidei3cai. kai1
moi deu#ro, w– Me!lhte, ei5pe!: a(llo ti h0 peri2 plei1stou poih3\ o^pwß w¢ß be!ltistoi oi4
new¡teroi e(sontai; {{I:24d }}

<9Egwge.
<9Iqi ∂h1 nun ei5pe@ tou!toiß, ti1ß åu%tou@ß belti1ouß poiei3; ∂h3lon ga@r o^ti oi~sqa,

me!lon ge! soi. to@n me@n ga@r ∂iafqei1ronta e%ceurw¡n, w¢ß fh1\ß, e%me!, ei5sa!geiß toutoisi2
kai2 kåthgorei3ß: to@n de@ ∂h2 belti1ouß poiou#nta i9qi ei5pe@ kai2 mh1nuson åu%toi3ß ti1ß
e%stin. /<4Ora#\ß, w– Me!lhte, o^ti siga#\ß kai2 ou%k e(xeiß ei5pei3n; kai1toi ou%k ai5sxro!n soi

dokei3 ei~nai kai2 i4kano@n tekmh1rion ou* ∂h2 e%gw™ le!gw, o^ti soi ou%de@n meme!lhken; a%ll'
ei5pe!, w∞gåqe!, ti1ß åu%tou@ß a%mei1nouß poiei3;

Oi4 no!moi.
<5All' ou% tou#to e%rwtw£, w– be!ltiste, a%lla@ ti1ß a(nqrwpoß, o^stiß prw£ton kai2 {{I:24e }} 

åu%to@ tou#to oi~de, tou@ß no!mouß;

Ou*toi, w– Sw¡kråteß, oi4 ∂ikastai1.
Pw£ß le!geiß, w– Me!lhte; oi6de tou@ß ne!ouß paideu!ein oi8oi1 te! ei5si kai2 belti1ouß

poiou#sin;
Ma!lista.
Po!teron å^panteß, h0 oi4 me@n åu%tw£n, oi4 d' ou(;

<6Apanteß.
Eu_ ge nh2 th2n <6Hran le!geiß kai2 pollh2n a%fqoni1an tw£n w∞felou!ntwn. ti1 de@ ∂h1; oi4

de@ a%kroåtai2 belti1ouß poiou#sin h0 ou(; {{I:25a }}

Kai2 ou*toi.
Ti1 de!, oi4 bouleutai1;

Kai2 oi4 bouleutai1.
<5All' a(ra, w– Me!lhte, mh2 oi4 e%n th3\ e%kklhsi1a\, oi4 e%kklhsiastai1, ∂iafqei1rousi

tou@ß newte!rouß; h0 ka%kei3noi belti1ouß poiou#sin å̂panteß;
Ka%kei3noi.
Pa!nteß a(ra, w¢ß e(oiken, <5Aqhnai3oi kalou@ß ka%gåqou@ß poiou#si plh2n e%mou#, e%gw™

de@ mo!noß ∂iafqei1rw. oûtw le!geiß;

6



Pa!nu sfo!∂ra tåu#ta le!gw.
Pollh1n ge! mou kåte!gnwkaß ∂ustuxi1an. kai1 moi å%po!krinai: h- kai2 peri2

i6ppouß ou^tw soi dokei3 e(xein; oi4 me@n belti1ouß poiou#nteß åu%tou@ß pa!nteß

a(nqrwpoi ei~nai, ei8ß de! tiß o$ ∂iafqei1rwn; h0 tou%nanti1on tou!tou pa#n ei8ß me!n tiß o$ {{I:25b }} 
belti1ouß oi8o!ß t' wºn poiei3n h0 pa!nu o%li1goi, oi4 i4ppikoi1, oi4 de@ polloi2 e%a!nper sunw£si
kai2 xrw£ntai i6ppoiß, ∂iafqei1rousin; ou%x ou^twß e(xei, w– Me!lhte, kai2 peri2 i6ppwn kai2

tw£n a(llwn å$pa!ntwn zw¡\wn; pa!ntwß ∂h1pou, e%a!nte su@ kai2 <9Anutoß ou% fh3te e%a!nte
fh3te: pollh2 ga@r a(n tiß eu%daimoni1a ei9h peri2 tou@ß ne!ouß ei5 ei8ß me@n mo!noß åu%tou@ß

∂iafqei1rei, oi4 d' a(lloi w∞felou#sin. a%lla@ ga!r, w– Me!lhte, i4kanw£ß e%pidei1knusai o^ti {{I:25c }} 
ou%depw¡pote e%fro!ntisaß tw£n ne!wn, kai2 safw£ß å%pofai1neiß th2n såutou# a%me!leian,
o^ti ou%de!n soi meme!lhken peri2 w•n e%me@ ei5sa!geiß.

<9Eti de@ h4mi3n ei5pe!, w– pro@ß Dio@ß Me!lhte, po!tero!n e%stin oi5kei3n a(meinon e%n
poli1taiß xrhstoi3ß h0 ponhroi3ß; w– ta!n, å%po!krinai: ou%de@n ga!r toi xalepo@n e%rwtw£.

ou%x oi4 me@n ponhroi2 kako!n ti e%rgå!zontai tou@ß a%ei2 e%ggutå!tw åu$tw£n o(ntaß, oi4 d'
a%gåqoi2 a%gåqo!n ti;

Pa!nu ge.

<9Estin ou_n o^stiß bou!letai u$po@ tw£n suno!ntwn blå!ptesqai ma#llon h0 {{I:25d }} 
w∞felei3sqai; å%pokri1nou, w– a%gåqe!: kai2 ga@r o$ no!moß keleu!ei å%pokri1nesqai. e(sq'

ôstiß bou!letai blå!ptesqai;
Ou% ∂h3ta.
Fe!re ∂h1 , po!teron e%me@ ei5sa!geiß deu#ro w¢ß ∂iafqei1ronta tou@ß ne!ouß kai2

ponhrote!rouß poiou#nta e$ko!nta h0 a(konta;
<4Eko!nta e(gwge.

Ti1 ∂h3ta, w– Me!lhte; tosou#ton su@ e%mou# sofw¡teroß ei~ thlikou!tou o(ntoß
thliko!sde wªn, w§ste su@ me@n e(gnwkaß o^ti oi4 me@n kakoi2 kako!n ti e%rgå!zontai a%ei2
tou@ß ma!lista plhsi 1on e $åutw£n , oi4  de @ a %gåqoi2  a%gåqo!n,  e%gw ™ de@  ∂h 2 ei 5ß tosou#ton {{ I:25e } }

a%måqi1aß h6kw w§ste kai2 tou#t' a%gnow£, o^ti e%a!n tina moxqhro@n poih1sw tw£n suno!ntwn,
kin∂uneu!sw kako!n ti labei3n u$p' åu%tou#, w§ste tou#to to@ tosou#ton kako@n e$kw™n

poiw£, w¢ß fh2\ß su!; tåu#ta e%gw¡ soi ou% pei1qomai, w– Me!lhte, oi~mai de@ ou%de@ a(llon
a%nqrw¡pwn ou%de!na: a%ll' h0 ou% ∂iafqei1rw, h0 ei5 ∂iafqei1rw, a(kwn, w§ste su! ge kåt'
a%mf o!te ra ye u !∂h \. e i 5  d e @  a ( kw n i afq ei1r w ,  t w £n t oiou !tw n  kai 2  a % kousi 1w n { { I : 26a } }

a$marthmå!twn ou% deu#ro no!moß ei5sa!gein e%sti1n, a%lla@ i5∂i1a\ labo!nta ∂ida!skein kai2
nouqetei3n: ∂h3lon ga@r o^ti e%a@n må!qw, påu!somai o^ ge a(kwn poiw£. su@ de@ suggene!sqai

me!n moi kai2 ∂idå!cai e(fugeß kai2 ou%k h5qe!lhsaß, deu#ro de@ ei5sa!geiß, oi8 no!moß e%sti2n
ei5sa!gein tou@ß kola!sewß deome!nouß a%ll' ou% måqh1sewß. <5Alla@ ga!r, w– a(n∂reß
<5Aqhnai3oi, tou#to me@n h9∂h ∂h3lon ou$gw™ e(legon, o^ti Melh1tw\ tou!twn ou(te me!ga ou(te

mikro@n pw¡pote e%me!lhsen. o^mwß de@ ∂h2 le!ge h4mi3n, pw£ß me fh2\ß ∂iafqei1rein, w– {{I:26b }} 
Me!lhte, tou@ß newte!rouß; h0 ∂h3lon ∂h2 o^ti kåta@ th2n grafh2n h7n e%gra!yw qeou@ß

∂ida!skonta mh2 nomi1zein ou&ß h4 po!liß nomi1zei, e^tera de@ daimo!nia kaina!; ou% tåu#ta
le!geiß ôti ∂ida!skwn ∂iafqei1rw;

Pa!nu me@n ou_n sfo!∂ra tåu#ta le!gw.

Pro@ß åu%tw£n toi1nun, w– Me!lhte, tou!twn tw£n qew£n w•n nu#n o$ lo!goß e%sti1n, ei5pe@
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e(ti safe!steron kai2 e%moi2 kai2 toi3ß a%n∂ra!sin toutoisi1. e%gw™ ga@r ou% ∂u!namai måqei3n
po!teron le !geiß ida!skein me nomi1zein ei~nai 1 tinaß qeou!s/kai2  åu %to @ß a (ra { { I :26c } }

nomi1zw ei~nai qeou@ß kai2 ou%k ei5mi2 to@ parå!pan å(qeoß ou%de@ tåu!th\ a%∂ikw£ ou% me!ntoi

ou^sper ge h4 po!liß a%lla@ e$te!rouß, kai2 tou#t' e(stin o^ moi e%gkalei3ß, o^ti e$te!rouß, h0
pantå!pasi1 me fh2\ß ou(te åu%to@n nomi1zein qeou@ß tou!ß te a(llouß tåu#ta ∂ida!skein.

Tåu#ta le!gw, w¢ß to@ parå!pan ou% nomi1zeiß qeou!ß.

<-W qåuma!sie Me!lhte, i6na ti1 tåu#ta le!geiß; ou%de@ h6lion ou%de@ selh1nhn a(ra {{I:26d }} 
nomi1zw qeou@ß ei~nai, w§sper oi4 a(lloi a(nqrwpoi;

Ma@ Di1', w– a(n∂reß ∂ikastai1, e%pei2 to@n me@n h6lion li1qon fhsi2n ei~nai, th2n de@
selh1nhn gh3n.

<5Anåcago!rou oi9ei kåthgorei3n, w– fi1le Me!lhte; kai2 ou^tw kåtafronei3ß tw£nde

kai2 oi9ei åu%tou@ß å%pei1rouß grammå!twn ei~nai w§ste ou%k ei5de!nai o^ti ta@ <5Anåcago!rou
bibli1a tou# Klåzomeni1ou ge!mei tou!twn tw£n lo!gwn; kai2 ∂h2 kai2 oi4 ne!oi tåu#ta par'

e%mou# manqa!nousin, a& e(cestin e%ni1ote ei5 pa!nu pollou# ∂råxmh3ß e%k th3ß o%rxh1straß
priame!noiß Swkrå!touß kåtagela#n, e%a@n prospoih3tai e$åutou# ei~nai, a(llwß te {{I:26e }} 
kai2 ou^twß å(topa o(nta; a%ll', w– pro@ß Dio!ß, ou$twsi1 soi dokw£; ou%de!na nomi1zw qeo@n

ei~nai;
Ou% me!ntoi ma@ Di1a ou%d' o$pwstiou#n.

<9Apisto!ß g' ei~, w– Me!lhte, kai2 tåu#ta me!ntoi, w¢ß e%moi2 dokei3ß, såutw£\. e%moi2
ga@r dokei3 ou$tosi1, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, pa!nu ei~nai u$bristh2ß kai2 a%ko!lastoß, kai2
å%texnw£ß th2n grafh2n tåu!thn u^brei tini2 kai2 a%kolasi1a\ kai2 neo!thti gra!yasqai.

e(oiken ga@r w§sper ai9nigma suntiqe!nti ∂iåpeirwme!nw\ “<-Ara gnw¡setai Swkrå!thß {{I:27a }} 
o$ sofo@ß ∂h2 e%mou# xarientizome!nou kai2 e%nanti1' e%måutw£\ le!gontoß, h0 e%cåpåth1sw

åu%to@n kai2 tou@ß a(llouß tou@ß a%kou!ontaß;” ou*toß ga@r e%moi2 fai1netai ta@ e%nanti1a
le!gein åu%to@ß e$åutw£\ e%n th3\ grafh3\ w§sper a)n ei5 ei9poi: “<5A∂ikei3 Swkrå!thß qeou@ß ou%
nomi1zwn, a%lla@ qeou@ß nomi1zwn.” kai1toi tou#to! e%sti pai1zontoß.

Sunepiske!yasqe ∂h1, w– a(n∂reß, h8\ moi fai1netai tåu#ta le!gein: su@ de@ h4mi3n
å%po!krinai, w– Me!lhte. u$mei3ß de!, o^per kåt' a%rxa@ß u$ma#ß parh\thsa!mhn, me!mnhsqe!

moi mh2 qorubei3n e%a@n e%n tw£\ ei5wqo!ti tro!pw\ tou@ß lo!gouß poiw£mai. {{I:27b }} 
<9Estin o^stiß a%nqrw¡pwn, w– Me!lhte, a%nqrw¡peia me@n nomi1zei pra!gmåt' ei~nai,

a%nqrw¡pouß de@ ou% nomi1zei; å%pokrine!sqw, w– a(n∂reß, kai2 mh2 a(lla kai2 a(lla

qorubei1tw: e(sq' o^stiß i6ppouß me@n ou% nomi1zei, i4ppika@ de@ pra!gmåta; h0 åu%lhta@ß
me@n ou% nomi1zei ei~nai, åu%lhtika@ de@ pra!gmåta; ou%k e(stin, w– a(riste a%n∂rw£n: ei5 mh2 su@

bou!lei å%pokri1nesqai, e%gw™ soi2 le!gw kai2 toi3ß a(lloiß toutoisi1. a%lla@ to@ e%pi2 tou!tw\
ge å%po!krinai: e(sq' o^stiß daimo!nia me@n nomi1zei pra!gmåt' ei~nai, dai1monaß de@ ou%
nomi1zei; {{I:27c }}

Ou%k e(stin.
<4Wß wªnhsaß o^ti mo!giß å%pekri1nw u$po@ toutwni2 a%nagkåzo!menoß. ou%kou#n

daimo!nia me@n fh1\ß me kai2 nomi1zein kai2 ∂ida!skein, ei9t' ou_n kaina@ ei9te palaia!, a%ll'
ou_n daimo!nia! ge nomi1zw kåta@ to@n so@n lo!gon, kai2 tåu#ta kai2 ∂iwmo!sw e%n th3\
a%ntigrafh3\. ei5 de@ daimo!nia nomi1zw, kai2 dai1monaß ∂h1pou pollh2 a%na!gkh nomi1zein me!

e%stin: ou%x ou^twß e(xei; e(xei ∂h1: ti1qhmi ga!r se o$mologou#nta, e%pei∂h2 ou%k å%pokri1nh\.
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tou@ß de@ dai1monaß ou%xi2 h9toi qeou!ß ge h4gou!meqa h0 qew£n pai3daß; fh2\ß h0 ou(; {{I:27d }} 
Pa!nu ge.
Ou%kou#n ei9per dai1monaß h4gou#mai, w¢ß su@ fh1\ß, ei5 me@n qeoi1 tine!ß ei5sin oi4

dai1moneß, tou#t' a)n ei9h o& e%gw¡ fhmi1 se ai5ni1ttesqai kai2 xarienti1zesqai, qeou@ß ou%x
h4gou!menon fa!nai me qeou@ß åu_ h4gei3sqai pa!lin, e%pei∂h1per ge dai1monaß h4gou#mai:
ei5 d' åu_ oi4 dai1moneß qew£n pai3de!ß ei5sin no!qoi tine@ß h0 e%k numfw£n h0 e(k tinwn a(llwn

w•n ∂h2 kai2 le!gontai, ti1ß a)n a%nqrw¡pwn qew£n me@n pai3daß h4goi3to ei~nai, qeou@ß de@ mh1;
o$moi1wß ga@r a)n å(topon ei9h w§sper a)n ei9 tiß i6ppwn me@n pai3daß h4goi3to h0 kai2 {{I:27e }} 

o(nwn, tou@ß h4mio!nouß, i6ppouß de@ kai2 o(nouß mh2 h4goi3to ei~nai. a%ll', w– Me!lhte, ou%k
e(stin o^pwß su@ tåu#ta ou%xi2 å%popeirw¡menoß h4mw£n e%gra!yw th2n grafh2n tåu!thn h0
å%porw£n o^ti e%gkaloi3ß e%moi2 a%lhqe@ß a%∂i1khma: o^pwß de@ su! tina pei1qoiß a)n kai2

smikro@n nou#n e(xonta a%nqrw¡pwn, w¢ß ou% tou# åu%tou# e(stin kai2 daimo!nia kai2 qei3a
h4gei3sqai, kai2 åu_ tou# åu%tou# mh1te dai1monaß mh1te qeou@ß mh1te h6rwaß, ou%demi1a

mhxanh 1 e %stin. 5Alla @ ga!r , w –  a(n∂reß < 5Aqhnai 3oi,  w ¢ß me@n e %gw™  ou%k a %∂ikw £ kåta@  th2n { {I :28a} }

Melh1tou grafh1n, ou% pollh3ß moi dokei3 ei~nai å%pologi1aß, a%lla@ i4kana@ kai2 tåu#ta: o& 
de@ kai2 e%n toi3ß e(mprosqen e(legon, o^ti pollh1 moi å%pe!xqeia ge!gonen kai2 pro@ß

pollou!ß, eu_ i9ste o^ti a%lhqe!ß e%stin. kai2 tou#t' e(stin o& e%me@ ai4rei3, e%a!nper ai4rh3\, ou%
Me!lhtoß ou%de@ <9Anutoß a%ll' h4 tw£n pollw£n ∂iabolh1 te kai2 fqo!noß. a& ∂h2 pollou@ß

kai2 a(llouß kai2 a%gåqou@ß a(n∂raß h6\rhken, oi~mai de@ kai2 ai4rh1sei: ou%de@n de@ deino@n mh2 e%n
e%moi2 sth3\. {{I:28b }} 

<9Iswß a)n ou_n ei9poi tiß: “Ei~t' ou%k ai5sxu!nh\, w– Sw¡kråteß, toiou#ton e%pith1deuma

e%pithdeu!saß e%c ou* kin∂uneu!eiß nuni2 å%poqanei3n;” e%gw™ de@ tou!tw\ a)n ∂i1kaion lo!gon
a%ntei1poimi, o^ti “Ou% kalw£ß le!geiß, w– a(nqrwpe, ei5 oi9ei dei3n ki1n∂unon u$pologi1zesqai

tou# zh3n h0 teqna!nai a(n∂ra o^tou ti kai2 smikro@n o(felo!ß e%stin, a%ll' ou%k e%kei3no mo!non
skopei3n o^tan prå!tth\, po!teron ∂i1kaia h0 a(∂ika prå!ttei, kai2 a%n∂ro@ß a%gåqou# e(rga h0
kakou#.  fåu#loi ga@r a )n tw £\ ge sw£\ lo !gw\ ei ~en tw £n h 4miqe!wn o ^soi e %n Troi 1a\ { { I :28c } }

teteleuth1kasin oi6 te a(lloi kai2 o$ th3ß Qe!tidoß u$o!ß, o&ß tosou#ton tou# kin∂u!nou
kåtefro!nhsen para@ to@ ai5sxro!n ti u$pomei3nai w§ste, e%pei∂h2 ei~pen h4 mh1thr åu%tw£\

proqumoume!nw\ <6Ektora å%poktei3nai, qeo@ß ou_sa, ou$twsi1 pwß, w¢ß e%gw™ oi~mai: ‘<-W
pai3, ei5 timwrh1seiß Påtro!klw\ tw£\ e$tai1rw\ to@n fo!non kai2 <6Ektora å%poktenei3ß,
åu%to@ß å%poqanh3\/åu%ti1ka ga!r toi,’ fhsi1, ‘meq' <6Ektora po!tmoß e$toi3mos’ /o$ de@

tou#to a%kou!saß tou# me@n qanå!tou kai2 tou# kin∂u!nou w∞ligw¡rhse, polu@ de@ ma#llon
dei1saß to@ zh3n kako@ß wºn kai2 toi3ß fi1loiß mh2 timwrei3n, 3Au%ti1ka,’ fhsi1, ‘teqnai1hn, ∂i1khn {{I:28d }} 

e%piqei2ß tw£\ a%∂ikou#nti, i6na mh2 e%nqa!de me!nw kåtage!lastoß para@ nhusi2 korwni1sin
å(xqoß a%rou!rhß.’ mh2 åu%to@n oi9ei fronti1sai qanå!tou kai2 kin∂u!nou;”

Ou^tw ga@r e(xei, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, th3\ a%lhqei1a\: ou* a(n tiß e$åuto@n tå!ch\

h4ghsa!menoß be!ltiston ei~nai h0 u$p' a(rxontoß tåxqh3\, e%ntåu#qa dei3, w¢ß e%moi2 dokei3,
me!nonta kin∂uneu!ein, mhde@n u$pologizo!menon mh1te qa!nåton mh1te a(llo mhde@n

pro@ tou# ai5sxrou#. e%gw™ ou_n deina@ a)n ei9hn ei5rgasme!noß, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, ei5 o^te
me!n me oi4 a(rxonteß e(tåtton, ou&ß u$mei3ß ei6lesqe a(rxein mou, kai2 e%n Poteidai1a\ {{I:28e }} 
kai2 e%n <5Amfipo!lei kai2 e%pi2 Dhli1w\, to!te me@n ou* e%kei3noi e(tåtton e(menon w§sper

kai2 a(lloß tiß kai2 e%kin∂u!neuon å%poqanei3n, tou# de@ qeou# tå!ttontoß, w¢ß e%gw™ w∞\h1qhn
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te kai2 u$pe!labon, filosofou#nta! me dei3n zh3n kai2 e%cetå!zonta e%måuto@n kai2 tou@ß
a(llouß, e%ntåu#qa de@ fobhqei2ß h0 qa!nåton h7 a(ll' o$tiou#n pra#gma li1poimi th2n tå!cin.
deino!n ta)n ei9h, kai2 w¢ß a%lhqw£ß to!t' a(n me ∂ikai1wß ei5sa!goi tiß ei5ß ∂ikasth1rion, {{I:29a }} 

o^ti ou% nomi1zw qeou@ß ei~nai å%peiqw£n th3\ mantei1a\ kai2 de∂iw™ß qa!nåton kai2
oi5o!menoß sofo@ß ei~nai ou%k wªn. to@ ga!r toi qa!nåton de∂ie!nai, w– a(n∂reß, ou%de@n a(llo
e%sti2n h0 dokei3n sofo@n ei~nai mh2 o(nta: dokei3n ga@r ei5de!nai e%sti2n a& ou%k oi~den. oi~de me@n

ga@r ou%dei2ß to@n qa!nåton ou%d' ei5 tugxa!nei tw£\ a%nqrw¡pw\ pa!ntwn me!giston o)n tw£n
a%gåqw£n, de∂i1asi d' w¢ß eu_ ei5do!teß o^ti me!giston tw£n kakw£n e%sti. kai1toi pw£ß ou%k

a%måqi1a e%sti2n åu^th h4 e%ponei1∂istoß, h4 tou# oi9esqai ei5de!nai a& ou%k oi~den; e%gw™ d', w– {{I:29b }} 
a(n∂reß, tou!tw\ kai2 e%ntåu#qa i9swß ∂iafe!rw tw£n pollw£n a%nqrw¡pwn, kai2 ei5 ∂h1 tw\
sofw¡tero!ß tou fai1hn ei~nai, tou!tw\ a(n, o^ti ou%k ei5∂w™ß i4kanw£ß peri2 tw£n e%n <6Aidou

ou^tw kai2 oi9omai ou%k ei5de!nai: to@ de@ a%∂ikei3n kai2 å%peiqei3n tw£\ belti1oni kai2 qew£\
kai2 a%nqrw¡pw\, o^ti kako@n kai2 ai5sxro!n e%stin oi~da. pro@ ou_n tw£n kakw£n w•n oi~da o^ti

kaka! e%stin, a& mh2 oi~da ei5 kai2 a%gåqa@ o(nta tugxa!nei ou%de!pote fobh1somai ou%de@
feu!comai: w§ste ou%d' ei9 me nu#n u$mei3ß a%fi1ete <5Anu!tw\ å%pisth1santeß, o&ß e(fh h0 th2n
a%rxh2n ou% dei3n e%me@ deu#ro ei5selqei3n h9, e%pei∂h2 ei5sh3lqon, ou%x oi8o!n t' ei~nai to@ mh2 {{I:29c }} 

å%poktei3nai1 me, le!gwn pro@ß u$ma#ß w¢ß ei5 ∂iafeucoi1mhn h9∂h a)n u$mw£n oi4 u$ei3ß
e%pithdeu!onteß a& Swkrå!thß ∂ida!skei pa!nteß pantå!pasi ∂iafqarh1sontai, /ei9 moi

pro@ß tåu#ta ei9poite: “<-W Sw¡kråteß, nu#n me@n <5Anu!tw\ ou% peiso!meqa a%ll' a%fi1eme!n
se, e%pi2 tou!tw\ me!ntoi, e%f' w•\te mhke!ti e%n tåu!th\ th3\ zhth1sei ∂iåtri1bein mhde@
filosofei3n: e%a@n de@ a$lw£\ß e(ti tou#to prå!ttwn, å%poqanh3\” /ei5 ou_n me, o^per ei~pon,

e%pi2 tou!toiß a%fi1oite, ei9poim' a)n u$mi3n o^ti “<5Egw™ u$ma#ß, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, {{I:29d }} 
a%spå!zomai me@n kai2 filw£, pei1somai de@ ma#llon tw£\ qew£\ h0 u$mi3n, kai2 e^wsper a)n

e%mpne!w kai2 oi8o!ß te w–, ou% mh2 påu!swmai filosofw£n kai2 u$mi3n parakeleuo!meno!ß
te kai2 e%ndeiknu!menoß o^tw\ a)n a%ei2 e%ntugxa!nw u$mw£n, le!gwn oi8å!per ei9wqa, o^ti ‘<-W
a(riste a%n∂rw£n, <5Aqhnai3oß wªn, po!lewß th3ß megi1sthß kai2 eu%dokimwtå!thß ei5ß sofi1an

kai2 i5sxu!n, xrhmå!twn me@n ou%k ai5sxu!nh\ e%pimelou!menoß o^pwß soi e(stai w¢ß
plei3sta, kai2 do!chß kai2 timh3ß, fronh1sewß de@ kai2 a%lhqei1aß kai2 th3ß yuxh3ß o^pwß {{I:29e }} 

w¢ß belti1sth e(stai ou%k e%pimelh3\ ou%de@ fronti1zeiß;’ kai2 e%a!n tiß u$mw£n a%mfisbhth1sh\
kai2 fh3\ e%pimelei3sqai, ou%k eu%qu@ß a%fh1sw åu%to@n ou%d' å(peimi, a%ll' e%rh1somai åu%to@n
kai2 e%ceta!sw kai2 e%le!gcw, kai2 e%a!n moi mh2 dokh3\ kekth3sqai a%reth1n, fa!nai de!, o%nei∂iw£

o^ti ta@ plei1stou å(cia peri2 e%låxi1stou poiei3tai, ta@ de@ fåulo!tera peri2 {{I :30a }} 
plei1onoß. tåu#ta kai2 newte!rw\ kai2 presbute!rw\ o^tw\ a)n e%ntugxa!nw poih1sw, kai2

ce!nw\ kai2 a%stw£\, ma#llon de@ toi3ß a%stoi3ß, o^sw\ mou e%ggute!rw e%ste@ ge!nei. tåu#ta ga@r
keleu!ei o$ qeo!ß, eu_ i9ste, kai2 e%gw™ oi9omai ou%de!n pw u$mi3n mei3zon a%gåqo@n gene!sqai
e%n th3\ po!lei h0 th2n e%mh2n tw£\ qew£\ u$phresi1an. ou%de@n ga@r a(llo prå!ttwn e%gw™

perie!rxomai h0 pei1qwn u$mw£n kai2 newte!rouß kai2 presbute!rouß mh1te swmå!twn
e%pimelei3sqai mh1te xrhmå!twn pro!teron mhde@ ou^tw sfo!∂ra w¢ß th3ß yuxh3ß {{I:30b }} 

o^pwß w¢ß a%ri1sth e(stai, le!gwn o^ti ‘Ou%k e%k xrhmå!twn a%reth2 gi1gnetai, a%ll' e%c a%reth3ß
xrh1måta kai2 ta@ a(lla a%gåqa@ toi3ß a%nqrw¡poiß å^panta kai2 i5∂i1a\ kai2 ∂hmosi1a\.’ ei5 me@n
ou_n tåu#ta le!gwn ∂iafqei1rw tou@ß ne!ouß, tåu#t' a)n ei9h blabera!: ei5 de! ti1ß me! fhsin

a(lla le!gein h0 tåu#ta, ou%de@n le!gei. pro@ß tåu#ta,” fai1hn a(n, “w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, h0
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pei1qesqe <5Anu!tw\ h0 mh1, kai2 h0 a%fi1ete! me h0 mh1, w¢ß e%mou# ou%k a)n poih1santoß a(lla,
ou%d' ei5 me!llw polla!kiß teqna!nai.” {{I:30c }}

Mh2 qorubei3te, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, a%ll' e%mmei1nåte! moi oi8ß e%deh1qhn u$mw£n, mh2

qorubei3n e%f' oi8ß a)n le!gw a%ll' a%kou!ein: kai2 ga!r, w¢ß e%gw™ oi~mai, o%nh1sesqe
a%kou!onteß. me!llw ga@r ou_n å(tta u$mi3n e%rei3n kai2 a(lla e%f' oi8ß i9swß boh1sesqe: a%lla@
mhdamw£ß poiei3te tou#to. eu_ ga@r i9ste, e%a!n me å%poktei1nhte toiou#ton o(nta oi8on

e%gw™ le!gw, ou%k e%me@ mei1zw bla!yete h0 u$ma#ß åu%tou!ß: e%me@ me@n ga@r ou%de@n a)n
bla!yeien ou(te Me!lhtoß ou(te <9Anutos/ou%de@ ga@r a)n ∂u!naito/ou% ga@r oi9omai

qemito@n ei~nai a%mei1noni a%n∂ri2 u$po@ xei1ronoß blå!ptesqai. å%poktei1neie menta)n {{I:30d }} 
i9swß h0 e%cela!seien h0 å%timw¡seien: a%lla@ tåu#ta ou*toß me@n i9swß oi9etai kai2 a(lloß
ti1ß pou mega!la kaka!, e%gw™ d' ou%k oi9omai, a%lla@ polu@ ma#llon poiei3n a& ou$tosi2 nu#n

poiei3, a(n∂ra a%∂i1kwß e%pixeirei3n å%pokteinu!nai. nu#n ou_n, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, pollou#
de!w e%gw™ u$pe@r e%måutou# å%pologei3sqai, w§ß tiß a)n oi9oito, a%lla@ u$pe@r u$mw£n, mh1 ti

e%cama!rthte peri2  th2n tou# qeou# do !sin u$mi3n e%mou# kåtayhfisa!menoi. e%a @n ga!r me { {I:30e } }

å%poktei1nhte, ou% r4a\∂i1wß a(llon toiou#ton eu$rh1sete, å%texnw£s/ei5 kai2 geloio!teron
ei5pei3n/proskei1menon th3\ po!lei u$po@ tou# qeou# w§sper i6ppw\ mega!lw\ me@n kai2

gennai1w\, u$po@ mege!qouß de@ nwqeste!rw\ kai2 deome!nw\ e%gei1resqai u$po@ mu!wpo!ß
tinoß, oi8on ∂h1 moi dokei3 o$ qeo@ß e%me@ th3\ po!lei prosteqhke!nai toiou#to!n tina, o&ß

u$ma#ß e%gei1rwn kai2 pei1qwn kai2 o%nei∂i1zwn e^na e^kaston ou%de@n påu!omai th2n h4me!ran
o^lhn pantåxou# proskåqi1zwn. toiou#toß ou_n a(lloß ou% r4a\∂i1wß u$mi3n genh1setai, {{I:31a }} 
w– a(n∂reß, a%ll' e%a@n e%moi2 pei1qhsqe, fei1sesqe! mou: u$mei3ß d' i9swß tå!x' a)n

å%xqo!menoi, w§sper oi4 nustå!zonteß e%geiro!menoi, krou!santeß a(n me, peiqo!menoi
<5Anu!tw\, r4a\∂i1wß a)n å%poktei1naite, ei~ta to@n loipo@n bi1on kåqeu!donteß ∂iåteloi3te

a(n, ei5 mh1 tina a(llon o$ qeo@ß u$mi3n e%pipe!myeien khdo!menoß u$mw£n. o^ti d' e%gw™
tugxa!nw wºn toiou#toß oi8oß u$po@ tou# qeou# th3\ po!lei dedo!sqai, e%nqe!nde a)n
kåtanoh1saite: ou% ga@r a%nqrwpi1nw\ e(oike to@ e%me@ tw£n me@n e%måutou# pa!ntwn {{I:31b }} 

h5melhke!nai kai2 a%ne!xesqai tw£n oi5kei1wn a%meloume!nwn tosåu#ta h9∂h e(th, to@ de@
u$me!teron prå!ttein a%ei1 , i5∂i1a\ e$ka!stw\ prosio!nta w§sper påte!ra h0 a%delfo@n

presbu!teron pei1qonta e%pimelei3sqai a%reth3ß. kai2 ei5 me!n ti å%po@ tou!twn
å%pe!låuon kai2 misqo@n lamba!nwn tåu#ta parekeleuo!mhn, ei~xon a(n tina lo!gon: nu#n
de@ o$rå#te ∂h2 kai2 åu%toi2 o^ti oi4 kåth1goroi ta_lla pa!nta a%naisxu!ntwß ou^tw

kåthgorou#nteß tou#to! ge ou%x oi8oi1 te e%ge!nonto å%panaisxunth3sai parasxo!menoi
ma!rtura, w¢ß e%gw¡ pote! tina h0 e%pråca!mhn misqo@n h0 h9\thsa. i4kano@n ga!r, oi~mai, e%gw™ {{I:31c }} 

pare!xomai to@n ma!rtura w¢ß a%lhqh3 le!gw, th2n peni1an.
<9Iswß a)n ou_n do!ceien å(topon ei~nai, o^ti ∂h2 e%gw™ i5∂i1a\ me@n tåu#ta sumbouleu!w

periiw™n kai2 polupragmonw£, ∂hmosi1a\ de@ ou% tolmw£ a%nabai1nwn ei5ß to@ plh3qoß to@

u$me!teron sumbouleu!ein th3\ po!lei. tou!tou de@ ai9tio!n e%stin o& u$mei3ß e%mou#
polla!kiß a%khko!åte pollåxou# le!gontoß, o^ti moi qei3o!n ti kai2 daimo!nion gi1gnetai

fwnh1, o& ∂h2 kai2 e%n th3\ grafh3\ e%pikwmw\∂w£n Me!lhtoß e%gra!yåto. e%moi2 de@ tou#t' {{I:31d }} 
e(stin e%k paido@ß a%rca!menon, fwnh1 tiß gignome!nh, h7 o^tan ge!nhtai, a%ei2 å%potre!pei me
tou#to o& a)n me!llw prå!ttein, protre!pei de@ ou(pote. tou#t' e(stin o^ moi

e%nantiou#tai ta@ politika@ prå!ttein, kai2 pagka!lwß ge! moi dokei3 e%nantiou#sqai: eu_
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ga@r i9ste, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, ei5 e%gw™ pa!lai e%pexei1rhsa prå!ttein ta@ politika@
pra!gmåta, pa!lai a)n å%polw¡lh kai2 ou(t' a)n u$ma#ß w∞felh1kh ou%de@n ou(t' a)n e%måuto!n.
kai1 moi mh2 å(xqesqe le!gonti ta%lhqh3: ou% ga@r e(stin o^stiß a%nqrw¡pwn swqh1setai {{I:31e }} 

ou(te u$mi3n ou(te a(llw\ plh1qei ou%deni2 gnhsi1wß e%nantiou!menoß kai2 ∂iakwlu!wn
polla@ a(∂ika kai2 para!noma e%n th3\ po!lei gi1gnesqai, a%ll' a%nagkai3o!n e%sti to@n tw£\
o(nti måxou!menon u$pe@r tou# ∂ikai1ou, kai2 ei5 me!llei o%li1gon xro!non swqh1sesqai, {{I:32a }} 

i5∂iwteu!ein a%lla@ mh2 ∂hmosieu!ein.
Mega!la d' e(gwge u$mi3n tekmh1ria pare!comai tou!twn, ou% lo!gouß a%ll' o& u$mei3ß

timå#te, e(rga. a%kou!såte ∂h1 moi ta@ sumbebhko!ta, i6na ei5∂h3te o^ti ou%d' a)n e$ni2
u$peikå!qoimi para@ to@ ∂i1kaion dei1saß qa!nåton, mh2 u$pei1kwn de@ a%lla@ ka)n
å%poloi1mhn. e%rw£ de@ u$mi3n fortika@ me@n kai2 ∂ikanika!, a%lhqh3 de!. e%gw™ ga!r, w– a(n∂reß

<5Aqhnai3oi, a(llhn me@n a%rxh2n ou%demi1an pw¡pote h-rca e%n th3\ po!lei, e%bou!leusa de!:
kai2 e(tuxen h4mw£n h4 fulh2 <5Antioxi2ß prutaneu!ousa o^te u$mei3ß tou@ß de!ka {{I:32b }} 

stråthgou@ß tou@ß ou%k a%nelome!nouß tou@ß e%k th3ß nåumåxi1aß e%bouleu!sasqe
å$qro!ouß kri1nein, parano!mwß, w¢ß e%n tw£\ u$ste!rw\ xro!nw\ pa#sin u$mi3n e(docen. to!t'
e%gw™ mo!noß tw£n pruta!newn h5nantiw¡qhn u$mi3n mhde@n poiei3n para@ tou@ß no!mouß kai2

e%nanti1a e%yhfisa!mhn: kai2 e$toi1mwn o(ntwn e%ndeiknu!nai me kai2 å%pa!gein tw£n r4hto!rwn,
kai2 u$mw£n keleuo!ntwn kai2 bow¡ntwn, meta@ tou# no!mou kai2 tou# ∂ikai1ou wª\mhn

ma#llo!n me dei3n ∂iakin∂uneu!ein h0 meq' u$mw£n gene!sqai mh2 ∂i1kaia bouleuome!nwn, {{I:32c }} 
fobhqe!nta desmo@n h0 qa!nåton. kai2 tåu#ta me@n h-n e(ti ∂hmokråtoume!nhß th3ß
po!lewß: e%pei∂h2 de@ o%ligarxi1a e%ge!neto, oi4 tria!konta åu_ metåpemya!menoi1 me

pe!mpton åu%to@n ei5ß th2n qo!lon prose!tåcan a%gagei3n e%k Salami3noß Le!onta to@n
Salami1nion i6na å%poqa!noi, oi8a ∂h2 kai2 a(lloiß e%kei3noi polloi3ß polla@ prose!tåtton,

boulo!menoi w¢ß plei1stouß a%nåplh3sai ai5tiw£n. to!te me!ntoi e%gw™ ou% lo!gw\ a%ll'
e(rgw\ åu_ e%nedeica!mhn o^ti e%moi2 qanå!tou me@n me!lei, ei5 mh2 a%groiko!teron h-n {{I :32d }} 
ei5pei3n, ou%d' o$tiou#n, tou# de@ mhde@n a(∂ikon mhd' a%no!sion e%rgå!zesqai, tou!tou de@ to@

pa#n me!lei. e%me@ ga@r e%kei1nh h4 a%rxh2 ou%k e%ce!plhcen, ou^twß i5sxura@ ou_sa, w§ste a(∂iko!n
ti e%rga!sasqai, a%ll' e%pei∂h2 e%k th3ß qo!lou e%ch1lqomen, oi4 me@n te!ttareß wª\xonto ei5ß

Salami3na kai2 h9gagon Le!onta, e%gw™ de@ w∞\xo!mhn å%piw™n oi9kade. kai2 i9swß a)n ∂ia@ tåu#ta
å%pe!qanon, ei5 mh2 h4 a%rxh2 ∂ia@ tåxe!wn kåtelu!qh. kai2 tou!twn u$mi3n e(sontai polloi2
ma!rtureß. {{I:32e }}

<-Ar' ou_n a(n me oi9esqe tosa!de e(th ∂iagene!sqai ei5 e(pråtton ta@ ∂hmo!sia, kai2
prå!ttwn å%ci1wß a%n∂ro@ß a%gåqou# e%boh1qoun toi3ß ∂ikai1oiß kai2 w§sper xrh2 tou#to peri2

plei1stou e%poiou!mhn; pollou# ge dei3, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi: ou%de@ ga@r a)n a(lloß
a%nqrw¡pwn ou%dei1ß. a%ll' e%gw™ ∂ia@ panto@ß tou# bi1ou ∂hmosi1a\ te ei9 pou! ti e(pråca {{I:33a }} 
toiou#toß fanou#mai, kai2 i5∂i1a\ o$ åu%to@ß ou*toß, ou%deni2 pw¡pote sugxwrh1saß ou%de@n

para@ to@ ∂i1kaion ou(te a(llw\ ou(te tou!twn ou%deni2 ou&ß ∂h2 ∂iaba!llonteß e%me! fasin
e%mou@ß måqhta@ß ei~nai. e%gw™ de@ ∂ida!skaloß me@n ou%deno@ß pw¡pot' e%geno!mhn: ei5 de!

ti1ß mou le!gontoß kai2 ta@ e%måutou# prå!ttontoß e%piqumoi3 a%kou!ein, ei9te new¡teroß
ei9te presbu!teroß, ou%deni2 pw¡pote e%fqo!nhsa, ou%de@ xrh1måta me@n lamba!nwn
∂iale!gomai mh2 lamba!nwn de@ ou(, a%ll' o$moi1wß kai2 plousi1w\ kai2 pe!nhti pare!xw {{I:33b }} 

e%måuto@n e%rwta#n, kai2 e%a!n tiß bou!lhtai å%pokrino!menoß a%kou!ein w•n a)n le!gw. kai2
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tou!twn e%gw™ ei9te tiß xrhsto@ß gi1gnetai ei9te mh1, ou%k a)n ∂ikai1wß th2n ai5ti1an
u$pe!xoimi, w•n mh1te u$pesxo!mhn mhdeni2 mhde@n pw¡pote må!qhma mh1te e%∂i1dåca: ei5
de! ti1ß fhsi par' e%mou# pw¡pote! ti måqei3n h0 a%kou#sai i5∂i1a\ o^ti mh2 kai2 oi4 a(lloi

pa!nteß, eu_ i9ste ôti ou%k a%lhqh3 le!gei.
<5Alla@ ∂ia@ ti1 ∂h1 pote met' e%mou# xai1rousi1 tineß polu@n xro!non ∂iåtri1bonteß;

a%khko!åte, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, pa#san u$mi3n th2n a%lh1qeian e%gw™ ei~pon: o^ti {{I :33c }} 

a%kou!onteß xai1rousin e%cetåzome!noiß toi3ß oi5ome!noiß me@n ei~nai sofoi3ß, ou_si d' ou(.
e(sti ga@r ou%k a%hde!ß. e%moi2 de@ tou#to, w¢ß e%gw¡ fhmi, proste!taktai u$po@ tou# qeou#

prå!ttein kai2 e%k mantei1wn kai2 e%c e%nupni1wn kai2 panti2 tro!pw\ w•\pe!r ti1ß pote kai2
a(llh qei1a moi3ra a%nqrw¡pw\ kai2 o$tiou#n prose!tåce prå!ttein. tåu#ta, w– a(n∂reß
<5Aqhnai3oi, kai2 a%lhqh3 e%stin kai2 eu%e!legkta. ei5 ga@r ∂h2 e(gwge tw£n ne!wn tou@ß me@n

∂iafqei1rw tou@ß de@ ∂ie!fqarka, xrh3n ∂h1pou, ei9te tine@ß åu%tw£n presbu!teroi {{I :33d }} 
geno!menoi e(gnwsan o^ti ne!oiß ou_sin åu%toi3ß e%gw™ kako@n pw¡pote! ti sunebou!leusa,

nuni2 åu%tou@ß a%nabai1nontaß e%mou# kåthgorei3n kai2 timwrei3sqai: ei5 de@ mh2 åu%toi2
h9qelon, tw£n oi5kei1wn tina@ß tw£n e%kei1nwn, påte!raß kai2 a%delfou@ß kai2 a(llouß tou@ß
prosh1kontaß, ei9per u$p' e%mou# ti kako@n e%pepo!nqesan åu%tw£n oi4 oi5kei3oi, nu#n

memnh3sqai kai2 timwrei3sqai. pa!ntwß de@ pa!reisin åu%tw£n polloi2 e%ntåuqoi3 ou&ß
e%gw™ o$rw£, prw£ton me@n Kri1twn ou$tosi1, e%mo@ß h4likiw¡thß kai2 ∂hmo!thß, Kritobou!lou

tou#de påth1r, e(peita Lusani1aß o$ Sfh1ttioß, Ai5sxi1nou tou#de påth1r, e(ti d' {{I :33e }} 
<5Antifw£n o$ Khfisieu@ß ou$tosi1, <5Epige!nouß påth1r, a(lloi toi1nun ou*toi w•n oi4 a%delfoi2
e%n tåu!th\ th3\ ∂iåtribh3\ gego!nasin, Niko!stråtoß Qeozoti1dou, a%delfo@ß Qeodo!tou/kai2

o$ me@n Qeo!dotoß teteleu!thken, w§ste ou%k a)n e%kei3no!ß ge åu%tou# kåtadehqei1h/kai2
Para!lioß o^de, o$ Dhmodo!kou, ou* h-n Qea!ghß a%delfo!ß: o^de de@ <5Adei1mantoß, o$

<5Ari1stwnoß, ou* a%delfo@ß ou$tosi2 Plå!twn, kai2 Ai5anto!∂wroß, ou* <5Apollo!∂wroß o^de {{I:34a }} 
a%delfo!ß. kai2 a(llouß pollou@ß e%gw™ e(xw u$mi3n ei5pei3n, w•n tina e%xrh3n ma!lista me@n
e%n tw£\ e$åutou# lo!gw\ parasxe!sqai Me!lhton ma!rtura: ei5 de@ to!te e%pelå!qeto, nu#n

parasxe!sqw/e%gw™ paråxwrw£/kai2 lege!tw ei9 ti e(xei toiou#ton. a%lla@ tou!tou pa#n
tou%nanti1on eu$rh1sete, w– a(n∂reß, pa!ntaß e%moi2 bohqei3n e$toi1mouß tw£\ ∂iafqei1ronti,

tw£\ kaka@ e%rgåzome!nw\ tou@ß oi5kei1ouß åu%tw£n, w§ß fasi Me!lhtoß kai2 <9Anutoß. åu%toi2
me@n ga@r oi4 ∂iefqarme!noi tå!x' a)n lo!gon e(xoien bohqou#nteß: oi4 de@ a%∂ia!fqartoi, {{I:34b }} 
presbu!teroi h9∂h a(n∂reß, oi4 tou!twn prosh1konteß, ti1na a(llon e(xousi lo!gon

bohqou#nteß e%moi2 a%ll' h0 to@n o%rqo!n te kai2 ∂i1kaion, o^ti suni1sasi Melh1tw\ me@n
yeudome!nw\, e%moi2 de@ a%lhqeu!onti;

Ei~en ∂h1, w– a(n∂reß: a& me@n e%gw™ e(xoim' a)n å%pologei3sqai, sxedo!n e%sti tåu#ta kai2
a(lla i9swß toiåu#ta. tå!xa d' a(n tiß u$mw£n a%ganakth1seien a%namnhsqei2ß e$åutou#, ei5 o$
me@n kai2 e%lå!ttw toutoui≠ tou# a%gw£noß a%gw£na a%gwnizo!menoß e%deh1qh te kai2 {{I:34c }} 

i4ke!teuse tou@ß ∂ikasta@ß meta@ pollw£n dakru!wn, pai∂i1a te åu$tou# a%nabibasa!menoß
i6na o^ti ma!lista e%lehqei1h, kai2 a(llouß tw£n oi5kei1wn kai2 fi1lwn pollou!ß, e%gw™ de@

ou%de@n a(ra tou!twn poih1sw, kai2 tåu#ta kin∂uneu!wn, w¢ß a)n do!caimi, to@n e(sxåton
ki1n∂unon. tå!x' a)n ou_n tiß tåu#ta e%nnoh1saß åu%qade!steron a)n pro!ß me sxoi1h kai2
o%rgisqei2ß åu%toi3ß tou!toiß qei3to a)n met' o%rgh3ß th2n yh3fon. ei5 ∂h1 tiß u$mw£n ou^twß

e(xei/ou%k å%ciw£ me@n ga@r e(gwge, ei5 d' ou_n/e%pieikh3 a(n moi dokw£ pro@ß tou#ton {{I:34d }} 
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le!gein le!gwn o^ti “<5Emoi1, w– a(riste, ei5si2n me!n pou! tineß kai2 oi5kei3oi: kai2 ga@r tou#to
åu%to@ to@ tou# <4Omh1rou, ou%d' e%gw™ ‘å%po@ ∂ruo@ß ou%d' å%po@ pe!trhs’ pe!fuka a%ll' e%c
a%nqrw¡pwn, w§ste kai2 oi5kei3oi1 moi1 ei5si kai2 u$ei3ß ge, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, trei3ß, ei8ß me@n

meira!kion h9∂h, ∂u!o de@ pai∂i1a: a%ll' o^mwß ou%de!na åu%tw£n deu#ro a%nabibasa!menoß
deh1somai u$mw£n å%poyhfi1sasqai.” ti1 ∂h2 ou_n ou%de@n tou!twn poih1sw; ou%k
åu%qa∂izo!menoß, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, ou%d' u$ma#ß å%timå!zwn, a%ll' ei5 me@n qarrale!wß

e%gw™ e(xw pro@ß qa!nåton h0 mh1, a(lloß lo!goß, pro@ß d' ou_n do!can kai2 e%moi2 kai2 u$mi3n {{I:34e }} 
kai2 o^lh\ th3\ po!lei ou( moi dokei3 kalo@n ei~nai e%me@ tou!twn ou%de@n poiei3n kai2

thliko!nde o(nta kai2 tou#to tou(noma e(xonta, ei9t' ou_n a%lhqe@ß ei9t' ou_n yeu#doß, a%ll'
ou_n dedogme!non ge! e%sti1 tw\ Swkrå!th ∂iafe!rein tw£n pollw£n a%nqrw¡pwn. ei5 ou_n {{I:35a }} 
u$mw£n oi4 dokou#nteß ∂iafe!rein ei9te sofi1a\ ei9te a%n∂rei1a\ ei9te a(llh\ h4\tiniou#n a%reth3\

toiou#toi e(sontai, ai5sxro@n a)n ei9h: oi6ousper e%gw™ polla!kiß e$w¡raka! tinaß o^tan
kri1nwntai, dokou#ntaß me!n ti ei~nai, qåuma!sia de@ e%rgåzome!nouß, w¢ß deino!n ti

oi5ome!nouß pei1sesqai ei5 å%poqanou#ntai, w§sper å%qanå!twn e%some!nwn a)n u$mei3ß
åu%tou@ß mh2 å%poktei1nhte: oi7 e%moi2 dokou#sin ai5sxu!nhn th3\ po!lei periå!ptein, w§st'
a(n tina kai2 tw£n ce!nwn u $polabei3n o^ti oi4 ∂iafe!ronteß <5Aqhnai 1wn ei5ß a%reth 1n,  ou&ß {{ I:35b } }

åu%toi2 e$åutw£n e(n te tai3ß a%rxai3ß kai2 tai3ß a(llaiß timai3ß prokri1nousin, ou*toi
gunaikw£n ou%de@n ∂iafe!rousin. tåu#ta ga!r, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, ou(te u$ma#ß xrh2 poiei3n

tou@ß dokou#ntaß kai2 o$ph\ou#n ti ei~nai, ou(t', a)n h4mei3ß poiw£men, u$ma#ß e%pitre!pein,
a%lla@ tou#to åu%to@ e%ndei1knusqai, o^ti polu@ ma#llon kåtayhfiei3sqe tou# ta@ e%leina@
tåu#ta ∂ra!måta ei5sa!gontoß kai2 kåtage!laston th2n po!lin poiou#ntoß h0 tou#

h4suxi1an a(gontoß.
Xwri2ß de@ th3ß do!chß, w– a(n∂reß, ou%de@ ∂i1kaio!n moi dokei3 ei~nai dei3sqai tou#

∂ikastou# ou %de @ deo !menon å %pofeu!gein , a %lla@  ida!skein kai 2 pei1qein. ou%  ga @r e%pi 2 { {I:35c } }

tou!tw\ kå!qhtai o$ ∂ikasth1ß, e%pi2 tw£\ kåtåxari1zesqai ta@ ∂i1kaia, a%ll' e%pi2 tw£\ kri1nein
tåu#ta: kai2 o%mw¡moken ou% xariei3sqai oi8ß a)n dokh3\ åu%tw£\, a%lla@ ∂ika!sein kåta@ tou@ß

no!mouß. ou(koun xrh2 ou(te h4ma#ß e%qi1zein u$ma#ß e%piorkei3n ou(q' u$ma#ß e%qi1zesqai:
ou%de!teroi ga@r a)n h4mw£n eu%seboi3en. mh2 ou_n å%ciou#te! me, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, toiåu#ta

dei3n pro@ß u$ma#ß prå!ttein a& mh1te h4gou#mai kala@ ei~nai mh1te ∂i1kaia mh1te o^sia,
a(llwß te me!ntoi nh2 Di1a pa!ntwß kai2 a%sebei1aß feu!gonta u$po@ Melh1tou {{I :35d }} 
toutoui+. safw£ß ga@r a(n, ei5 pei1qoimi u$ma#ß kai2 tw£\ dei3sqai biåzoi1mhn o%mwmoko!taß,

qeou@ß a)n ∂ida!skoimi mh2 h4gei3sqai u$ma#ß ei~nai, kai2 å%texnw£ß å%pologou!menoß
kåthgoroi1hn a)n e%måutou# w¢ß qeou@ß ou% nomi1zw. a%lla@ pollou# dei3 ou^twß e(xein:

nomi1zw te ga!r, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, w¢ß ou%dei2ß tw£n e%mw£n kåthgo!rwn, kai2 u$mi3n
e%pitre!pw kai2 tw£\ qew£\ kri3nai peri2 e%mou# o^ph\ me!llei e%moi1 te a(rista ei~nai kai2
u$mi3n. ————

To@ me@n mh2 a%ganaktei3n, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, e%pi2 tou!tw\ tw£\ gegono!ti, o^ti {{I:35e }} 
mou kåteyhfi1sasqe, a(lla te! moi polla@ sumba!lletai, kai2 ou%k a%ne!lpisto!n {{I:36a }} 

moi ge!gonen to@ gegono@ß tou#to, a%lla@ polu@ ma#llon qåumå!zw e$kåte!rwn tw£n yh1fwn
to@n gegono!ta a%riqmo!n. ou% ga@r w∞\o!mhn e(gwge ou^tw par' o%li1gon e(sesqai a%lla@ para@
polu!: nu#n de!, w¢ß e(oiken, ei5 tria!konta mo!nai mete!peson tw£n yh1fwn, å%pepefeu!gh

a(n. Me!lhton me@n ou_n, w¢ß e%moi2 dokw£, kai2 nu#n å%pope!feuga, kai2 ou% mo!non
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å%pope!feuga, a%lla@ panti2 ∂h3lon tou#to! ge, o^ti ei5 mh2 a%ne!bh <9Anutoß kai2 Lu!kwn
kåthgorh1sonteß e%mou#, ka)n w–fle xili1aß ∂råxma!ß, ou% metalabw™n to@ pe!mpton
me!roß tw£n yh1fwn. {{I:36b }} 

Timå#tai d' ou_n moi o$ a%nh2r qanå!tou. ei~en: e%gw™ de@ ∂h2 ti1noß u$mi3n
a%ntitimh1somai, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi; h0 ∂h3lon o^ti th3ß å%ci1aß; ti1 ou_n; ti1 å(cio!ß ei5mi
påqei3n h0 å%potei3sai, o^ti måqw™n e%n tw£\ bi1w\ ou%x h4suxi1an h-gon, a%ll' a%melh1saß

w•nper oi4 polloi1, xrhmåtismou# te kai2 oi5konomi1aß kai2 stråthgiw£n kai2 ∂hmhgoriw£n
kai2 tw£n a(llwn a%rxw£n kai2 sunwmosiw£n kai2 sta!sewn tw£n e%n th3\ po!lei gignome!nwn,

h4ghsa!menoß e%måuto@n tw£\ o(nti e%pieike!steron ei~nai h0 w§ste ei5ß tåu#t' i5o!nta
sw¡\zesqai, e%ntåu#qa me@n ou%k h-\a oi8 e%lqw™n mh1te u$mi3n mh1te e%måutw£\ e(mellon {{I:36c }} 
mhde@n o(feloß ei~nai, e%pi2 de@ to@ i5∂i1a\ e^kaston i5w™n eu%ergetei3n th2n megi1sthn

eu%ergesi1an, w¢ß e%gw¡ fhmi, e%ntåu#qa h-\a, e%pixeirw£n e^kaston u$mw£n pei1qein mh2
pro!teron mh1te tw£n e$åutou# mhdeno@ß e%pimelei3sqai pri2n e$åutou# e%pimelhqei1h

o^pwß w¢ß be!ltistoß kai2 fronimw¡tåtoß e(soito, mh1te tw£n th3ß po!lewß, pri2n åu%th3ß
th3ß po!lewß, tw£n te a(llwn ou^tw kåta@ to@n åu%to@n tro!pon e%pimelei3sqai/ti1 ou_n
ei5mi å(cioß påqei3n toiou#toß wªn; a%gåqo!n ti, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, ei5 dei3 ge kåta@ {{I:36d }} 

th2n å%ci1an th3\ a%lhqei1a\ tima#sqai: kai2 tåu#ta! ge a%gåqo@n toiou#ton o^ti a)n pre!poi
e%moi1. ti1 ou_n pre!pei a%n∂ri2 pe!nhti eu%erge!th\ deome!nw\ a(gein sxolh2n e%pi2 th3\

u$mete!ra\ parakeleu!sei; ou%k e(sq' o^ti ma#llon, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, pre!pei ou^twß
w¢ß to@n toiou#ton a(n∂ra e%n prutanei1w\ sitei3sqai, polu! ge ma#llon h0 ei9 tiß u$mw£n
i6ppw\ h0 sunwri1∂i h0 zeu!gei neni1khken <5Olumpi1asin: o$ me@n ga@r u$ma#ß poiei3

eu%dai1monaß dokei3n ei~nai, e%gw™ de@ ei~nai, kai2 o$ me@n trofh3ß ou%de@n dei3tai, e%gw™ de@
de!omai. ei5 ou_n dei3 me kåta@ to@ ∂i1kaion th3ß å%ci1aß tima#sqai, tou!tou timw£mai, e%n {{I:36e }} 

prutanei1w\ sith1sewß. {{I:37a }}

<9Iswß ou_n u$mi3n kai2 tåuti2 le!gwn paråplhsi1wß dokw£ le!gein w§sper peri2 tou#
oi9ktou kai2 th3ß a%ntibolh1sewß, å%påuqa∂izo!menoß: to@ de@ ou%k e(stin, w– a(n∂reß

<5Aqhnai3oi, toiou#ton a%lla@ toio!nde ma#llon. pe!peismai e%gw™ e$kw™n ei~nai mhde!na
a%∂ikei3n a%nqrw¡pwn, a%lla@ u$ma#ß tou#to ou% pei1qw: o%li1gon ga@r xro!non a%llh1loiß

∂ieile!gmeqa. e%pei1, w¢ß e%gw–\mai, ei5 h-n u$mi3n no!moß, w§sper kai2 a(lloiß a%nqrw¡poiß,
peri2 qanå!tou mh2 mi1an h4me!ran mo!non kri1nein a%lla@ polla!ß, e%pei1sqhte a(n: nu#n d'
ou% r4a!\∂ion e%n xro!nw\ o%li1gw\ mega!laß ∂iabola@ß å%polu!esqai. pepeisme!noß ∂h2 {{I:37b }} 

e%gw™ mhde!na a%∂ikei3n pollou# de!w e%måuto!n ge a%∂ikh1sein kai2 kåt' e%måutou# e%rei3n
åu%to@ß w¢ß å(cio!ß ei5mi1 tou kakou# kai2 timh1sesqai toiou!tou tino@ß e%måutw£\. ti1

dei1saß; h- mh2 på!qw tou#to ou* Me!lhto!ß moi timå#tai, o^ fhmi ou%k ei5de!nai ou(t' ei5
a%gåqo@n ou(t' ei5 kako!n e%stin; a%nti2 tou!tou ∂h2 e^lwmai w•n eu_ oi~da! ti kakw£n o(ntwn
tou!tou timhsa!menoß; po!teron desmou#; kai2 ti1 me dei3 zh3n e%n desmwthri1w\,

douleu!onta th3\ a%ei2 kåqistame!nh\ a%rxh3\, toi3ß e^ndeka; a%lla@ xrhmå!twn kai2 {{I:37c }} 
dede!sqai e^wß a)n e%ktei1sw; a%lla@ tåu%to!n moi1 e%stin o^per nun∂h2 e(legon: ou% ga@r e(sti

moi xrh1måta o$po!qen e%ktei1sw. a%lla@ ∂h2 fugh3ß timh1swmai; i9swß ga@r a(n moi tou!tou
timh1saite. pollh2 menta(n me filoyuxi1a e(xoi, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, ei5 ou^twß
a%lo!gisto!ß ei5mi w§ste mh2 ∂u!nasqai logi1zesqai o^ti u$mei3ß me@n o(nteß poli3tai1 mou

ou%x oi8oi1 te e%ge!nesqe e%negkei3n ta@ß e%ma@ß ∂iåtriba@ß kai2 tou@ß lo!gouß, a%ll' u$mi3n
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baru!terai gego!nasin kai2 e%pifqonw¡terai, w§ste zhtei3te åu%tw£n nuni2 {{I :37d }} 
å%pallagh3nai: a(lloi de@ a(ra åu%ta@ß oi9sousi r4a\∂i1wß; pollou# ge dei3 , w– a(n∂reß
<5Aqhnai3oi. kalo@ß ou_n a(n moi o$ bi1oß ei9h e%celqo!nti thlikw£\de a%nqrw¡pw\ a(llhn e%c

a(llhß po!lewß a%meibome!nw\ kai2 e%celåunome!nw\ zh3n. eu_ ga@r oi~d' o^ti o^poi a)n
e(lqw, le!gontoß e%mou# a%kroa!sontai oi4 ne!oi w§sper e%nqa!de: ka)n me@n tou!touß
å%pelåu!nw, ou*toi1 me åu%toi2 e%celw£si pei1qonteß tou@ß presbute!rouß: e%a@n de@ mh2

å%pelåu!nw, oi4 tou!twn påte!reß de@ kai2 oi5kei3oi ∂i' åu%tou@ß tou!touß. {{I:37e }} 
<9Iswß ou_n a(n tiß ei9poi: “Sigw£n de@ kai2 h4suxi1an a(gwn, w– Sw¡kråteß, ou%x oi8o!ß t'

e(sh\ h4mi3n e%celqw™n zh3n;” touti2 ∂h1 e%sti pa!ntwn xalepw¡tåton pei3sai1 tinaß u$mw£n.
e%a!nte ga@r le!gw o^ti tw£\ qew£\ å%peiqei3n tou#t' e%sti2n kai2 ∂ia@ tou#t' a%∂u!nåton h4suxi1an
a(gein, ou% pei1sesqe! moi w¢ß ei5rwneuome!nw\: e%a!nt' åu_ le!gw o^ti kai2 tugxa!nei {{I:38a }} 

me!giston a%gåqo@n o)n a%nqrw¡pw\ tou#to, e$ka!sthß h4me!raß peri2 a%reth3ß tou@ß lo!gouß
poiei3sqai kai2 tw£n a(llwn peri2 w•n u$mei3ß e%mou# a%kou!ete ∂ialegome!nou kai2

e%måuto@n kai2 a(llouß e%cetå!zontoß, o$ de@ a%nece!tastoß bi1oß ou% biwto@ß a%nqrw¡pw\,
tåu#ta d' e(ti h8tton pei1sesqe! moi le!gonti. ta@ de@ e(xei me@n ou^twß, w¢ß e%gw¡ fhmi, w–
a(n∂reß, pei1qein de@ ou% r4a!\∂ion. kai2 e%gw™ a^ma ou%k ei9qismai e%måuto@n å%ciou#n kakou#

ou%deno!ß. ei5 me@n ga@r h-n moi xrh1måta, e%timhsa!mhn a)n xrhmå!twn o^sa e(mellon {{I:38b }} 
e%ktei1sein, ou%de@n ga@r a)n e%bla!bhn: nu#n de@ ou% ga@r e(stin, ei5 mh2 a(ra o^son a)n e%gw™

∂unai1mhn e%ktei3sai, tosou!tou bou!lesqe! moi timh3sai. i9swß d' a)n ∂unai1mhn e%ktei3sai
u$mi3n pou mna#n a%rguri1ou: tosou!tou ou_n timw£mai.

Plå!twn de@ o^de, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, kai2 Kri1twn kai2 Krito!bouloß kai2

<5Apollo!∂wroß keleu!ousi1 me tria!konta mnw£n timh1sasqai, åu%toi2 d' e%ggua#sqai:
timw£mai ou_n tosou!tou, e%gguhtai2 de@ u$mi3n e(sontai tou# a%rguri1ou ou*toi å%cio!xrew\. ————

Ou% pollou# g' e^neka xro!nou, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, o(noma e^cete kai2 ai5ti1an {{I:38c }} 
u$po@ tw£n boulome!nwn th2n po!lin loidorei3n w¢ß Swkrå!th å%pekto!nåte, a(n∂ra
sofo!n/fh1sousi ga@r ∂h2 sofo@n ei~nai, ei5 kai2 mh1 ei5mi, oi4 boulo!menoi u$mi3n o%nei∂i1zein/

ei5 gou#n periemei1nåte o%li1gon xro!non, å%po@ tou# åu%tomå!tou a)n u$mi3n tou#to
e%ge!neto: o$rå#te ga@r ∂h2 th2n h4liki1an o^ti po!rrw h9∂h e%sti2 tou# bi1ou qanå!tou de@ e%ggu!ß.

l e ! g w  d e @  t o u # t o  o u %  p r o @ß  p a ! n t a ß  u $m a # ß ,  a % l l a @  p r o @ ß  t o u @ ß  e % m o u #  { { I : 3 8 d } }

kåtayhfisame!nouß qa!nåton. le!gw de@ kai2 to!de pro@ß tou@ß åu%tou@ß tou!touß. i9swß
me oi9esqe, w– a(n∂reß <5Aqhnai3oi, å%pori1a\ lo!gwn e$alwke!nai toiou!twn oi8ß a)n u$ma#ß

e(peisa, ei5 wª\mhn dei3n å^panta poiei3n kai2 le!gein w§ste å%pofugei3n th2n ∂i1khn.
pollou# ge dei3. a%ll' å%pori1a\ me@n e$a!lwka, ou% me!ntoi lo!gwn, a%lla@ to!lmhß kai2

a%naisxunti1aß kai2 tou# mh2 e%qe!lein le!gein pro@ß u$ma#ß toiåu#ta oi8' a)n u$mi3n me@n
h6∂ista h-n a%kou!ein/ qrhnou#nto!ß te! mou kai2 o%∂urome!nou kai2 a(lla poiou#ntoß kai2
le!gontoß polla@ kai2 a%nå!cia e%mou#, w¢ß e%gw¡ fhmi, oi8a ∂h2 kai2 ei9qisqe u$mei3ß tw£n {{I:38e }} 

a(llwn a%kou!ein. a%ll' ou(te to!te w∞\h1qhn dei3n e^neka tou# kin∂u!nou prå#cai ou%de@n
a%neleu!qeron, ou(te nu#n moi metame!lei ou^twß å%pologhsame!nw\, a%lla@ polu@

ma#llon ai4rou#mai w•de å%pologhsa!menoß teqna!nai h0 e%kei1nwß zh3n. ou(te ga@r e%n ∂i1kh\
ou(t' e%n pole!mw\ ou(t' e%me@ ou(t' a(llon ou%de!na dei3 tou#to mhxana#sqai, o^pwß
å%pofeu!cetai pa#n poiw£n qa!nåton. kai2 ga@r e%n tai3ß må!xaiß polla!kiß ∂h3lon {{I:39a }} 

gi1gnetai o^ti to! ge å%poqanei3n a(n tiß e%kfu!goi kai2 o^pla a%fei2ß kai2 e%f' i4ketei1an
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tråpo!menoß tw£n ∂iwko!ntwn: kai2 a(llai mhxanai2 pollai1 ei5sin e%n e$ka!stoiß toi3ß
kin∂u!noiß w§ste ∂iafeu!gein qa!nåton, e%a!n tiß tolma#\ pa#n poiei3n kai2 le!gein. a%lla@
mh2 ou% tou#t' h-\ xalepo!n, w– a(n∂reß, qa!nåton e%kfugei3n, a%lla@ polu@ xalepw¡teron

ponhri1an: qå#tton ga@r qanå!tou qei3. kai2 nu#n e%gw™ me@n å^te bra∂u@ß wºn kai2 {{I:39b }} 
presbu!thß u$po@ tou# bra∂ute!rou e$a!lwn, oi4 d' e%moi2 kåth1goroi å^te deinoi2 kai2 o%cei3ß
o(nteß u$po@ tou# qå!ttonoß, th3ß kaki1aß. kai2 nu#n e%gw™ me@n å(peimi u$f' u$mw£n qanå!tou

∂i1khn o%flw¡n, ou*toi d' u$po@ th3ß a%lhqei1aß w∞flhko!teß moxqhri1an kai2 a%∂iki1an. kai2 e%gw¡
te tw£\ timh1måti e%mme!nw kai2 ou*toi. tåu#ta me!n pou i9swß ou^twß kai2 e(dei sxei3n,

kai2 oi~mai åu%ta@ metri1wß e(xein.
To@ de@ ∂h2 meta@ tou#to e%piqumw£ u$mi3n xrhsmw\∂h3sai, w– kåtayhfisa!menoi1 {{I:39c }} 

mou: kai2 ga!r ei5mi h9∂h e%ntåu#qa e%n w•\ ma!lista a(nqrwpoi xrhsmw\dou#sin, o^tan

me!llwsin å%poqanei3sqai. fhmi2 ga!r, w– a(n∂reß oi7 e%me@ å%pekto!nåte, timwri1an u$mi3n
h6cein eu%qu@ß meta@ to@n e%mo@n qa!nåton polu@ xalepwte!ran nh2 Di1a h0 oi6an e%me@

å%pekto!nåte: nu#n ga@r tou#to ei9rgasqe oi5o!menoi me@n å%pallå!cesqai tou# ∂ido!nai
e(legxon tou# bi1ou, to@ de@ u$mi3n polu@ e%nanti1on å%pobh1setai, w¢ß e%gw¡ fhmi. plei1ouß
e(sontai u$ma#ß oi4 e%le!gxonteß, ou&ß nu#n e%gw™ kåtei3xon, u$mei3ß de@ ou%k h5\sqa!nesqe: {{I:39d }} 

kai2 xalepw¡teroi e(sontai o^sw\ new¡teroi1 ei5sin, kai2 u$mei3ß ma#llon a%ganakth1sete.
ei5 ga@r oi9esqe å%poktei1nonteß a%nqrw¡pouß e%pisxh1sein tou# o%nei∂i1zein tina@ u$mi3n o^ti

ou%k o%rqw£ß zh3te, ou% kalw£ß ∂ianoei3sqe: ou% ga!r e%sq' åu^th h4 å%pallagh2 ou(te pa!nu
∂unåth2 ou(te kalh1, a%ll' e%kei1nh kai2 kalli1sth kai2 r4a!\sth, mh2 tou@ß a(llouß kolou!ein
a%ll' e$åuto@n paraskeuå!zein o^pwß e(stai w¢ß be!ltistoß. tåu#ta me@n ou_n u$mi3n toi3ß

kåtayhfisame!noiß manteusa!menoß å%pallå!ttomai.
Toi3ß de@ å%poyhfisame!noiß h4de!wß a)n ∂ialexqei1hn u$pe@r tou# gegono!toß {{I:39e }} 

toutoui≠ pra!gmåtoß, e%n w•\ oi4 a(rxonteß a%sxoli1an a(gousi kai2 ou(pw e(rxomai oi8
e%lqo!nta me dei3 teqna!nai. a%lla! moi, w– a(n∂reß, paramei1nåte tosou#ton xro!non:
ou%de@n ga@r kwlu!ei ∂iamuqologh3sai pro@ß a%llh1louß e^wß e(cestin. u$mi3n ga@r w¢ß

fi1loiß ou_sin e%pidei3cai e%qe!lw to@ nuni1 moi sumbebhko@ß ti1 pote noei3. e%moi2 ga!r, {{I:40a }} 
w– a(n∂reß ∂ikastai1/u$ma#ß ga@r ∂ikasta@ß kalw£n o%rqw£ß a)n kaloi1hn/qåuma!sio!n ti

ge!gonen. h4 ga@r ei5wqui3a! moi mantikh2 h4 tou# daimoni1ou e%n me@n tw£\ pro!sqen xro!nw\
panti2 pa!nu puknh2 a%ei2 h-n kai2 pa!nu e%pi2 smikroi3ß e%nantioume!nh, ei9 ti me!lloimi mh2
o%rqw£ß prå!cein. nuni2 de@ sumbe!bhke! moi å^per o$rå#te kai2 åu%toi1, tåuti2 a^ ge ∂h2

oi5hqei1h a(n tiß kai2 nomi1zetai e(sxåta kakw£n ei~nai: e%moi2 de@ ou(te e%cio!nti e^wqen
oi9koqen h5nantiw¡qh to@ tou# qeou# shmei3on, ou(te h4ni1ka a%ne!bainon e%ntåuqoi3 e%pi2 {{I:40b }} 

to@ ∂ikasth1rion, ou(te e%n tw£\ lo!gw\ ou%damou# me!llonti1 ti e%rei3n. kai1toi e%n a(lloiß
lo!goiß pollåxou# ∂h1 me e%pe!sxe le!gonta metåcu!: nu#n de@ ou%damou# peri2 tåu!thn
th2n prå#cin ou(t' e%n e(rgw\ ou%deni2 ou(t' e%n lo!gw\ h5nanti1wtai1 moi. ti1 ou_n ai9tion ei~nai

u$polamba!nw; e%gw™ u$mi3n e%rw£: kin∂uneu!ei ga!r moi to@ sumbebhko@ß tou#to a%gåqo@n
gegone!nai, kai2 ou%k e(sq' o^pwß h4mei3ß o%rqw£ß u$polamba!nomen, o^soi oi5o!meqa kako@n

ei~nai to@ teqna!nai. me!ga moi tekmh1rion tou!tou ge!gonen: ou% ga@r e(sq' o^pwß ou%k {{I:40c }} 
h5nantiw¡qh a(n moi to@ ei5wqo@ß shmei3on, ei5 mh1 ti e(mellon e%gw™ a%gåqo@n prå!cein.

<5Ennoh1swmen de@ kai2 th3\de w¢ß pollh2 e%lpi1ß e%stin a%gåqo@n åu%to@ ei~nai. ∂uoi3n

ga@r qå!tero!n e%stin to@ teqna!nai: h0 ga@r oi8on mhde@n ei~nai mhde@ ai9sqhsin mhdemi1an
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mhdeno@ß e(xein to@n teqnew£ta, h0 kåta@ ta@ lego!mena metabolh1 tiß tugxa!nei ou_sa
kai2 metoi1khsiß th3\ yuxh3\ tou# to!pou tou# e%nqe!nde ei5ß a(llon to!pon. kai2 ei9te ∂h2
mhdemi1a ai9sqhsi1ß e%stin a%ll' oi8on u^pnoß e%peida!n tiß kåqeu!∂wn mhd' o(nar mhde@n

o$ra#\, qåuma!sion ke!rdoß a)n ei9h o$ qa!nåtos/e%gw™ ga@r a)n oi~mai, ei9 tina {{I :40d }} 
e%kleca!menon de!oi tåu!thn th2n nu!kta e%n h8\ ou^tw kåte!darqen w§ste mhde@ o(nar i5dei3n,
kai2 ta@ß a(llaß nu!ktaß te kai2 h4me!raß ta@ß tou# bi1ou tou# e$åutou# a%ntiparåqe!nta

tåu!th\ th3\ nukti2  de!oi skeya!menon ei5pei3n po!saß a(meinon kai2  h6∂ion h 4me!raß kai2 { {I:40e } }

nu!ktaß tåu!thß th3ß nukto@ß bebi1wken e%n tw£\ e$åutou# bi1w\, oi~mai a)n mh2 o^ti i5∂iw¡thn

tina!, a%lla@ to@n me!gan basile!a eu%ariqmh1touß a)n eu$rei3n åu%to@n tåu!taß pro@ß ta@ß
a(llaß h4me!raß kai2 nu!ktas/ei5 ou_n toiou#ton o$ qa!nåto!ß e%stin, ke!rdoß e(gwge le!gw:
kai2 ga@r ou%de@n plei1wn o$ pa#ß xro!noß fai1netai ou^tw ∂h2 ei~nai h0 mi1a nu!c. ei5 d' åu_ oi8on

å%po∂hmh3sai1 e%stin o$ qa!nåtoß e%nqe!nde ei5ß a(llon to!pon, kai2 a%lhqh3 e%stin ta@
lego!mena, w¢ß a(ra e%kei3 ei5si pa!nteß oi4 teqnew£teß, ti1 mei3zon a%gåqo@n tou!tou ei9h a(n,

w– a(n∂reß ∂ikastai1; ei5 ga!r tiß a%fiko!menoß ei5ß <6Aidou, å%pallagei2ß toutwni2 tw£n
fasko!ntw n ikastw £n ei ~nai ,  eu $rh 1sei tou @ß w¢ß a %l hqw £ß ∂ikasta!ß , oi 6per kai 2 { { I :41a } }

le!gontai e%kei3 ∂ikå!zein, Mi1nwß te kai2 <4Rada!manquß kai2 Ai5ako@ß kai2 Tripto!lemoß

kai2 a(lloi o^soi tw£n h4miqe!wn ∂i1kaioi e%ge!nonto e%n tw£\ e$åutw£n bi1w\, a_ra fåu!lh a)n ei9h
h4 å%po∂hmi1a; h0 åu_ <5Orfei3 suggene!sqai kai2 Mousai1w\ kai2 <4Hsio!∂w\ kai2 <4Omh1rw\ e%pi2

po!sw\ a(n tiß de!cait' a)n u$mw£n; e%gw™ me@n ga@r polla!kiß e%qe!lw teqna!nai ei5 tåu#t'
e(stin a%lhqh3.  e%pei2 e (moige kai 2 åu%tw£\ qåumasth2 a )n ei9h h 4 ∂iåtribh2 åu%to!qi, o $po!te {{I :41b } }

e%ntu!xoimi Palamh1dei kai2 Ai9anti tw£\ Telamw£noß kai2 ei9 tiß a(lloß tw£n palaiw£n

∂ia@ kri1sin a(∂ikon te!qnhken, a%ntiparaba!llonti ta@ e%måutou# på!qh pro@ß ta@
e%kei1nwn/w¢ß e%gw™ oi~mai, ou%k a)n a%hde@ß ei9h/kai2 ∂h2 to@ me!giston, tou@ß e%kei3

e%cetå!zonta kai2 e%reunw£nta w§sper tou@ß e%ntåu#qa ∂ia!gein, ti1ß åu%tw£n sofo!ß e%stin
kai2 ti1ß oi9etai me!n, e(stin d' ou(. e%pi2 po!sw\ d' a(n tiß, w– a(n∂reß ∂ikastai1, de!caito
e%ceta!sai to@n e%pi2 Troi1an a%gago!nta th2n pollh2n stråtia@n h0 <5O∂usse!a h0 Si1sufon h0

a(llouß muri1ouß a(n tiß ei9poi kai2 a(n∂raß kai2 gunai3kaß, oi8ß e%kei3 ∂iale!gesqai kai2 {{I:41c }} 
sunei3nai kai2 e%cetå!zein a%mh1xanon a)n ei9h eu%daimoni1aß; pa!ntwß ou% ∂h1pou tou!tou ge

e^neka oi4 e%kei3 å%poktei1nousi: ta! te ga@r a(lla eu%daimone!steroi1 ei5sin oi4 e%kei3 tw£n
e%nqa!de, kai2 h9∂h to@n loipo@n xro!non å%qa!nåtoi1 ei5sin, ei9per ge ta@ lego!mena a%lhqh3.

<5Alla@ kai2 u$ma#ß xrh1, w– a(n∂reß ∂ikastai1, eu%e!lpidaß ei~nai pro@ß to@n qa!nåton,

kai2 e^n ti tou#to ∂ianoei3sqai a%lhqe!ß, o^ti ou%k e(stin a%n∂ri2 a%gåqw£\ kako@n ou%de@n ou(te
zw£nti ou(te teleuth1santi, ou%de@ a%melei3tai u$po@ qew£n ta@ tou!tou pra!gmåta: {{I :41d }} 

ou%de@ ta@ e%ma@ nu#n å%po@ tou# åu%tomå!tou ge!gonen, a%lla! moi ∂h3lo!n e%sti tou#to, o^ti h9∂h
teqna!nai kai2 å%phllå!xqai pragmå!twn be!ltion h-n moi. ∂ia@ tou#to kai2 e%me@
ou%damou# å%pe!treyen to@ shmei3on, kai2 e(gwge toi3ß kåtayhfisame!noiß mou kai2 toi3ß

kåthgo!roiß ou% pa!nu xalepai1nw. kai1toi ou% tåu!th\ th3\ ∂ianoi1a\ kåteyhfi1zonto! mou
kai2 kåthgo!roun, a%ll' oi5o!menoi blå!ptein: tou#to åu%toi3ß å(cion me!mfesqai.

toso!nde me!ntoi åu%tw£n de!omai: tou@ß u$ei3ß mou, e%peida@n h4bh1swsi, timwrh1sasqe, {{I:41e }} 
w– a(n∂reß, tåu%ta@ tåu#ta lupou#nteß å^per e%gw™ u$ma#ß e%lu!poun, e%a@n u$mi3n dokw£sin h0
xrhmå!twn h0 a(llou tou pro!teron e%pimelei3sqai h0 a%reth3ß, kai2 e%a@n dokw£si1 ti ei~nai

mhde@n o(nteß, o%nei∂i1zete åu%toi3ß w§sper e%gw™ u$mi3n, o^ti ou%k e%pimelou#ntai w•n dei3, kai2
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oi9ontai1 ti ei~nai o(nteß ou%deno@ß å(cioi. kai2 e%a@n tåu#ta poih3te, ∂i1kaia peponqw™ß e%gw™
e(somai u$f' u$mw£n åu%to!ß te kai2 oi4 u$ei3ß. a%lla@ ga@r h9∂h w§ra å%pie!nai, e%moi2 me@n {{I:42a }} 
å%poqanoume!nw\, u$mi3n de@ biwsome!noiß: o$po!teroi de@ h4mw£n e(rxontai e%pi2 a(meinon

pra#gma, a(∂hlon panti2 plh2n h0 tw£\ qew£\.
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