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2023 School of Public Policy and Administration
Student, Alumni and Community Recognition Awards
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6:30pm

6:35pm

6:40pm

6:45pm

Land Acknowledgement 7:10pm

Welcome

John Riches, Master of Ceremonies and
2021 Foster-Greene Award Winner

Naomi Couto, Director, School of Public
Policy and Administration 7:20pm
Foster-Greene Award for Excellence in Public Policy,
Administration & Law

Presenters: Professors Naomi Couto, Ken Ogata,
lan Greene and Lorne Foster

2023 Winner: Erin Valant (Class of 2016)

Keynote Address by Erin Valant:
“Adopting an Action-Oriented and Fail-Forward
Approach to Public Policy”

School of Public Policy and Administration
2023 Student, Alumni and Community Recognition Awards

Practicum Honouree

Presenter: Fausto Natarelli, Adjunct Professor, School of
Public Policy and Administration

2023 Practicum Partner Honouree: Sabina Filipescu
Senior Manager of Community Engagement with Metrolinx.

Student Award Presentations

Presenter: Naomi Couto, Director, School of Public Policy and
Administration

Lorne Foster Award in Public Policy

Grace Mamberi, 2023 Lorne Foster Award in Public Policy

Practicum Student Excellence Award
Milena Basciano, 2023 Practicum Excellence Award

Undergraduate Student Award
Milena Basciano, 2023 Undergrad Student Award



7:45pm

Student Award Presentations (continued)

Presenters: Naomi Couto, School Director and Ken Ogata, GPD,

Master of Public Policy, Administration and Law program

Graduate Student Award
Marierose Talla, 2023 Graduate Student Award winner

Best Major Research Paper Award
Melodie De Marinis, 2023 Best Major Research Paper
Award winner

lan Greene Book Prize for Academic Achievement

2023: Kelly Larkin Conway, Melodie De Marinis,

Lauren Dranitsaris, Liana Mischianti, and Lisa Reinhardt
(presentation made at Convocation on Oct. 12, 2023)

IPAC — CAPPA Case Competition Team Award
-- Ken Ogata and Ana Kapralos , Coaches
2023 Team: Jenning Cheung, Garth Edwards,
Yuan (Yvonne) Mengyu, Manogya Terkriwal,
and Wairimu Wamugo.

School of Public Policy and Administration
2023 Student, Alumni and Community Recognition Awards

High School Essay Contest:

Maintaining Integrity: How influences of Social
Media and CHAT-GPT have and will pave the path
forward in your school assignments.

Presenters: Naomi Couto, Director, Joanne Magee,
Undergraduate Program Director, Japneet Kaur,
and Ali Adam, Public Policy and Administration
Student Association (PPASA)

First Prize: Matias Sharofi, grade 12
Mayfield Secondary School. Caledon, ON

Second Prize: Zera Yembi, grade 12
Ecole Secondaire Ronald-Marion. Pickering, ON

Third Prize: ZiXun Lin, grade 10
Bill Hogarth Secondary School. Markham, ON



8:20pm

8:30pm

8:40pm

8:50pm

Emerging Leader Award

Presenters (nominators): Naomi Couto, Director
Alena Kimakova, and Ken Ogata, GPD

Meghan Ditta, 2023 Emerging Leader Award winner

Alumni Recognition Award

Presenters (nominators): Naomi Couto, Alena Kimakova,
and Fausto Natarelli

Victor Severino, 2023 Alumni Recognition Award winner

York University School of Public Policy and Administration Alumni Network Update
Khushbu Dhaliwal, Chair, YUSPPAAN

Closing Remarks
John Riches, Master of Ceremonies
Naomi Couto, Director, School of Public Policy and Administration

School of Public Policy and Administration
2023 Student, Alumni and Community Recognition Awards

2021 Alumni
Network -

of the year 1‘0
York University School of .

Public Policy & Administration
Alumni Network (YUSPPAAN)
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John Riches (MPPAL, Class of 2019)
2023 Master of Ceremonies

(2021 Foster-Greene Award winner)

John Riches is the Chief of Paramedic Services for the Region of Waterloo and an
experienced paramedic service leader providing strategic guidance, coaching, and
mentoring to paramedics and leadership personnel. Previously, he was with Durham
Region and served as the Deputy Chief of Operations and the Deputy Chief of
Regulatory Compliance & Administration. John leads a team of 330 personnel and
responsibilities include the financial management of a $60 million operating budget
and capital assets including stations and vehicles. He leads a team that oversees
Paramedic Services operations, community programs, quality assurance and
continuous quality improvement, regulatory compliance, and risk management
processes. He is focused on building a resilient and innovative workforce and service
that can address the many challenges in our health care system. Addressing upstream
solutions to support patients accessing health care services through alternative
pathways and thereby reduce the demand on the 911 system is a high priority for
John and his team. A lifelong learner, John completed his York University Master’s
Degree in Public Policy, Administration, and Law in 2019. He also holds degrees and
certificates/diplomas from Western University, Ontario Tech University, Centennial

College, and Durham College. .
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Erin Valant (MPPAL, Class of 2016)

2023 Foster-Greene Award for Excellence in
Public Policy, Administration and Law

Keynote Address
“Adopting an Action-Oriented and Fail-Forward Approach to Public Policy”

Erin Valant is an Area Manager in the Income, Employment & Homelessness Supports
Division at the Region of Durham. She is a 2016 graduate of the MPPAL program and uses
the skills gained in the program to advance evidence-based best practices in homelessness
system planning. As a champion of integrated services and an action-oriented approach to
public policy, she has worked with the community to move towards system coordination
and housing-focused, outcome-based program planning.

Throughout the COVID-19 Pandemic, Erin led several projects to integrate services across
sectors to reduce barriers and improve supports for people experiencing homelessness.
These initiatives included a cross-sectoral Health, Homelessness & Housing Committee, an
isolation & recovery program, emergency transitional housing program and low-barrier
immunization clinics. The action-oriented and fail-forward approach used to implement
these initiatives can be carried forward to other areas of public policy to advance planning

and programs. )
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Sabina Filipescu

2023 Practicum Partner Honouree

Sabina Filipescu is a Senior Manager of Community Engagement with Metrolinx.
Prior to that, and while she was a recurring sponsor for the Practicum, she was the
Manager, Road Safety Program Office, Transportation Safety Division, Ministry of
Transportation. Sabina has been exploring the different facets of public policy and
government decision-making over the past 16 years by providing policy leadership
and analysis across a wide array of subject areas for the ministries of Northern
Development and Mines, Training Colleges and Universities, Labour Training and
Skills Development, Ministry of Transportation and currently with Metrolinx. In
addition, Sabina volunteers in the not-for-profit space and is currently Board
President, Rexdale Women'’s Centre.

As an alumna of our School and this practicum course, Sabina can attest first-hand
to the value of experiential education as an effective talent attraction strategy for the
public sector as well as a career enabler for our students.

Sabina’s Nominator wrote: “As a Practicum in Public Administration Course alum,
Sabina knew the full value of these experiential education opportunities and created
exceptional environments for placement, so much so that students were asked to
stay on over the summer or hired-on by way of contract employment arrangements.”
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Grace Mamberi
2023 Lorne Foster Award in Public Policy

Grace Mamberi is a second-year student who has been with the
School of Public Policy and Administration since 2022, pursing the BPA
with a specialization in Law, Justice & Public Policy. She currently
serves as the Director of Student Engagement for SPPA’s student
association (PPASA). A few of her hobbies include crocheting,
singing and writing. She wrote, “my personal experience as a Black
student has fueled my passion for social justice as well as making a
positive impact in the Black community. It's important for me to
advocate for not only myself but for others as well.”

The Lorne Foster Award in Public Policy benefits Black students in
their second year of a bachelor’'s degree program within the School of
Public Policy & Administration (SPPA).
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Milena Basciano (BPA, Class of 2023)
2023 Practicum Student Excellence Award

In her fourth year of the BPA, Milena Basciano had the opportunity to
enrol in the School’s practicum course. New to the policy field, she
approached her placement at the Ministry of the Solicitor General
(SOLGEN) with enthusiasm, drive, and curiosity. Having worked as an
Office Assistant at the Ministry of Transportation the summer prior and a
Deck Supervisor of aquatic programs at the City of Vaughan throughout
her degree, she was eager to finally put practical use to everything she
learned about public policy. In SOLGEN’s Program Development Unit,
Milena provided coordinated research, assessment and analyses to
support the development, implementation and evaluation of offender
programs in correctional services. Her placement was very fruitful and
fueled her passion for policy while giving her hands-on experience. Her
research paper explored effective change management strategies for
public sector organizations as well as the significance of resisting
barriers to change in our continuously changing environment.
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Milena Basciano (BPA, Class of 2023)
2023 Undergraduate Student Award

Milena Basciano was first introduced to the School’s esteemed network
and invaluable opportunities as a Junior Ambassador of our Public Policy
and Administration Student Association (PPASA) in her first year. She
served the club throughout all four years of her studies as the Director of
Professional Communications, Vice-President and eventually President of
the club during the 2022-23 academic year. She graduated in June from
our Honours Bachelor of Public Administration program with a
specialization in Policy Analysis and keeps in touch as an executive
member of the York University School of Public Policy and Administration
Alumni Network (YUSPPAAN). Milena attributes her connection with the
school for introducing her to opportunities including the Summer
Employment Opportunities program, as well as the Ontario Legislature
Internship Programme. She is currently a part of the 2023-24 cohort of
interns, exploring the daily workings of the Ontario Legislature and inspired
to make meaningful contributions.
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Marierose Talla (MPPAL, Class of 2023)
2023 Graduate Student Award

Marierose Talla obtained her Master in Public Policy, Administration and
Law in October 2023. Involved in GSAPPAL throughout the program, she
served as Vice-President in 2022. Reflecting on her work in higher
education, community engagement, and program management,
Marierose's research has focussed on access to education, EDI, and the
justice sector. She is currently a Clinic and Programs Advisor at Legal Aid
Ontario.

Marierose's nominators wrote:
"Marierose is an exceptional student with strong emotional intelligence

and confidence in her beliefs. She has a strong commitment and
dedication to her studies and takes pride in anything she does. She is
naturally curious and always seeking to learn more.... She is passionate

about learning and has a great abilty to examine and create
understanding in a broader context, specifically in the areas of human

rights and social justice." _
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Melodie De Marinis (MPPAL, Class of 2023)
2023 Best Major Research Paper Award

Melodie De Marinis has worked in the Ontario Public Service for over 20 years, including
positions at the Ontario Court of Justice, the Office of the Public Guardian and Trustee,
and the Criminal Injuries Compensation Board. In 2019, she became the Senior Policy
Advisor at the Death Investigation Oversight Council, and currently works at the same
agency as the Team Lead. She holds a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of
Toronto and just completed the master’'s degree program in Public Policy, Administration
and Law at York University. Melodie spends her spare time with her husband, Vince, and
their two daughters, Verity and Chloe.

Melodie's nominator wrote:
”.the research is incredibly timely, relevant, and useful. Research results could legitimately
be used to inform decision making."

In addition, congratulations to Melodie for winning silver at the 2023 IPAC/CAPPA
National Student and Thought Leadership Award in Public Administration for
her research paper “Perspectives of Working Mothers in the Ontario Public Service on

Hybrid Work Arrangements”. (
/7

liberalarts & | YORK R |
professional studies | &y




lan Greene Book Prize for Academic
Achievement - MPPAL Class of 2023

Serw ArTL

Master.of
Public.Policy;

Administration - | The lan Greene Book Prize recognizes outstanding
and Law o7 academic performance in the Master of Public Policy,
Administration and Law program.

Congratulations!




Congratulations to the 2022-2023 lan Greene Book Prize Winners!

Lisa Reinhardt

Melodie De Marinis Liana Mischianti
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_ IPAC-CAPPA Case
Study Competition Team

* Jenning Cheung

e Garth Edwards

* Mengyu (Yvonne) Yuan
* Manogya Tekriwal

* Wairimu Wamugo

e Ken Ogata (coach)
 Ana Maria Kapralos (coach)




High School Essay
Contest:

Share your thoughts and reflect
on --

‘Maintaining Integrity: How
influences of Social Media and
CHAT-GPT have and will pave the

path forward in your school
assignments’.

Congratulations to:

1st Prize Winner
Matias Sharofi

Grade 12. Mayfield Secondary
School. Caledon, ON

2nd Prize Winner

Zera Yembi
Grade 12. Ecole Secondaire
Ronald-Marion. Pickering, ON

34 Prize Winner

ZiXun Lin
Grade 10. Bill Hogarth Secondary
School. Markham, ON




Meghan Ditta (MPPAL, Class of 2021)
2023 Emerging Leader Award Winner

Meghan Ditta is the Township of King's Supervisor of Strategy and Transformation within the
Office of the CAO. She graduated the MPPAL program at the top of her class in 2021 earning the
lan Greene Book Prize and holds a Project Management Professional (PMP)
designation. Meghan has over five years of experience developing strategic policies, undertaking
research and analysis to develop business insights and recommendations, developing corporate
performance programs and managing medium to large scale corporate projects with cross-
functional teams. A transformative leader who motivates, encourages and develops teams to
reach their full potential, leading to successful project and business outcomes. Most recently, she
led King through its first statistically valid Citizen Survey, the new term of Council (2023-2026)
Corporate Strategic Plan and the development and publication of the Township's Corporate
Service Inventory. All of these projects are central to the development of a Performance
Accountability Program which aims to enhance King's transparency of strategic and operational
objectives, and the corporation's accountability to its performance as evidenced through key
results and performance measures.

Meghan's nominators wrote:

"The quick succession of progressively securing positions of greater responsibility and leadership
iIs undoubtedly very impressive, but it is grounded in Meghan’s self-motivation, hard work,
applying her studies in her everyday work and willingness to take on new challenges. She is
extremely deserving of this recognition."
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Victor Severino (BA specialized honours, Class of 1988)
2023 Alumni Recognition Award Winner

Vitor Jodao Severino is Vice President, Business Enablement, WTC-T. During his OPS career, he
held several assistant deputy minister positions in the Cabinet Office and ministries of
infrastructure and economic development, leading policy portfolios in international and internal
trade, business supports, red tape reduction, regional economic development, small business,
and land use planning. As assistant deputy minister responsible for pandemic response, he was
instrumental in setting up N95 respirator and medical grade nitrile gloves facilities in Ontario, and
the domestic production of other critical PPE.

When asked about his experience as a student he wrote “the multi-disciplinary nature of the
program allowed me to explore different approaches to identifying and resolving public policy
issues. By the time graduation came around, | had all of the tools necessary to successfully
compete for public sector jobs across a variety of disciplines and policy areas.”

Victor's nominators wrote:

“As a senior mentor, Victor has encouraged students to think about leadership and
professionalism. He has provided insight into building a strong career trajectory and makes
himself available outside the recommended number of hours and time frame of the mentorship
period. The mentorship circles have become an effective way for our school to provide life-long
career support and development to alumni, but we could not make them possible without the
dedication and generosity of alumni like Victor."
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