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2024 School of Public Policy and Administration 
Student, Alumni and Community Recognition Awards



Land 
Acknowledgement

Ahniin (Ojibwe), Weyt-k (Secwépemc), Bonjour and Hello!

York University recognizes that many Indigenous Nations have longstanding 
relationships with the territories upon which York University campuses are 
located that precede the establishment of York University. York 
University acknowledges its presence on the traditional territory of many 
Indigenous Nations. The area known as Tkaronto has been care taken by the 
Anishinabek Nation, the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, and the Huron-
Wendat. It is now home to many First Nation, Inuit and Métis communities. 
We acknowledge the current treaty holders, the Mississaugas of the Credit 
First Nation. This territory is subject to the Dish with One Spoon Wampum 
Belt Covenant, an agreement to peaceably share and care for the Great 
Lakes region.

We also acknowledge the many people of African descent whose ancestors 
were forcibly displaced as part of the transatlantic slave trade, that live and 
work on ceded and unceded territory. 

In accordance with the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
and the Truth and Reconciliation Calls to Action, we ask that all attendees 
and participants take a moment to reflect.

Chi Miigwech, Pútucwiye (Secwépemc), Merci, Thank you



School of Public Policy and Administration
2024 Student, Alumni and Community Recognition Awards

7:10pm Practicum Honourees

 
 Presenters: Professors Peter Constantinou and Fausto 

Natarelli

 2024 Practicum Partner Honourees: 

 Mike Da Silva and Dan Petoran
 

7:20pm Student Award Presentations

 Presenters: Naomi Couto, Director, School of Public Policy and 

Administration, Alena Kimakova, Undergraduate Program 
Director, and Professor Lorne Foster

 Lorne Foster Award in Public Policy
 Isatu Barrie, 2024 Lorne Foster Award in Public Policy 

 Practicum Student Excellence Award

 Japneet Kaur, 2024 Practicum Excellence Award winner

  
 Undergraduate Student Award

 Japneet Kaur, 2024 Undergrad Student Award winner

  
  

6:30pm Land Acknowledgement 

 Kurt Strachan, GSAPPAL

6:33pm Welcome

 
 Victor Severino, Master of Ceremonies and

 2023 Alumni Award Winner
 

 Naomi Couto, Director, School of Public 

 Policy and Administration

6:40pm Foster-Greene Award for Excellence in Public Policy, 
Administration & Law

  

 Presenters: Professors Naomi Couto,
 Ian Greene and Lorne Foster

 2024 Winner: Sutha Balasingham

  (MPPAL Class of 2013)

6:45pm Keynote Address by Sutha Balasingham:

 “Leadership and Innovation for Reimagining 

 the Social Safety Net”
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7:45pm Student Award Presentations (continued)

 Presenters: Naomi Couto, School Director and Ian Stedman, GPD, 
Master of Public Policy, Administration and Law program

 Graduate Student Award  
   Jenning Cheung, 2024 Graduate Student Award winner

 Best Major Research Paper Award

   Kate Monro,  2024 Best Major Research Paper 

   Award winner
 

 Ian Greene Book Prize for Academic Achievement
 2024: Isabel Sarah Arthurs, Julia Boruta, Hibaq Gelle, 

 Manjit Singh, and Manogya Tekriwal.

 IPAC – CAPPA Case Competition Team Award

   (Ken Ogata and Ana Kapralos, Coaches)
 2024 Team: Mirusha Ramaj, Shahithya Ravindran, 

  Ashika Sharda, Rubaiya Sharin, and Kurt Strachan. 

 UofT Policython, 2024 Competition:

     (Ken Ogata and Ana Kapralos, Coaches)
 2024 Team: Aymen Afzal, Tyson Dimayuga, and Aamina Masood.

 

8:05pm  High School Essay Contest:
  
 Topic: 
                       The Impact of Social Media on Education.

 Presenters: Naomi Couto, Director,

                   Alena Kimakova, Undergraduate Program Director, 
                   Ali Adam, and Ishvita Sharma, Public Policy      

and Administration Student Association (PPASA)

 First Prize: Joshua Zhuang, Grade 12
 The Woodlands Secondary School, Mississauga, ON

 

 Second Prize: Suki Huang, Grade 10

 SATEC @ W.A. Porter C.I., Scarborough, ON
 

 Third Prize: Faheem Shahzad, Grade 11

  SATEC @ W.A. Porter C.I., Scarborough, ON
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8:20pm    York-wide Prestigious 2024 Awards!

                        Tyson Dimayuga, Khadeja Elsibai, Matthew Ko, and Hale Mahon
                         

8:25pm Emerging Leader Award

 

         Presenters (nominators): Naomi Couto and Alena Kimakova
       Khadeja Elsibai, 2024 Emerging Leader Award winner 

 

8:30pm Alumni Recognition Award

 
                   Presenters (nominators): Naomi Couto, Alena Kimakova and Fausto Natarelli

        Piragal Thiru, 2024 Alumni Recognition Award winner

 
 

8:40pm York University School of Public Policy and Administration Alumni Network Update
 Khushbu Dhaliwal, Chair, YUSPPAAN

 

8:45pm Closing Remarks

 Victor Severino, Master of Ceremonies
 Naomi Couto, Director, School of Public Policy and Administration



Victor Severino is Vice President of Partnerships at the Toronto Region Board 
of Trade. During his over 30 years in the OPS , he held several director and 
assistant deputy minister positions in the ministries of finance, infrastructure 
and economic development, among others.  He led the development of the 
Ontario budget and policy portfolios in international and internal trade, 
business supports, red tape reduction, regional economic development, 
small business, and land use planning. As assistant deputy minister 
responsible for pandemic response, he was also instrumental in setting up 
N95 respirator and medical grade nitrile gloves facilities in Ontario, and the 
domestic production of other critical PPE.

Victor Severino (SPPA Alumnus) 
2024 Master of Ceremonies

2023 Alumni Recognition Award Winner



Sutha Balasingham (MPPAL, Class of 2013) 
2024 Foster-Greene Award for Excellence in 

Public Policy, Administration and Law
Keynote Address

“Leadership and Innovation for Reimagining the Social Safety Net”

Sutha Balasingham brings over two decades of expertise in the human services 
sector, with a distinguished career working alongside municipal governments and 
NGOs to achieve strategic alignment through a leadership approach rooted in 
partnerships, people, and performance. She is currently the Director of 
Employment and Social Services at the City of Toronto.

Her leadership portfolio includes spearheading impactful initiatives such as the 
Local Immigration Partnerships, Mental Health Matters, Social Policy, Youth 
Development Services, and Women Empowerment Programs. During the 
pandemic, she played a critical role as the Planning Chief for the Department 
Emergency Operations Centre, ensuring that equity was at the forefront of 
addressing emerging human services needs and in the planning for recovery.



Mike Da Silva and Dan Petoran
2024 Practicum Partner Honourees

Mike Da Silva has  a degree in Accounting and Finance and he is Lean Six Sigma 
Certified, Active Operations Management and Project Management with extensive 
People and Operations Management Experience.  Mike has 15 years in the Private 
Sector in various Senior Management roles with TD Canada Trust and has 15 years 
of  experience in the Ontario Public Service in various Management Roles.  He has 
been a Senior Manager with Land Registry Services Branch for the past 5 years.

Dan Petoran has over 20 years of experience in the public sector and is currently 
the Director of the Land Registry Services Branch. He is responsible for the delivery 
of land registration services for the province and holds a statutory officer role as 
the Director of Land Registration, which has oversight responsibility of operational 
policies and procedures for land registry. He also leads the relationship and 50-
year license agreement with Teranet, the private sector service provider of 
electronic land registration services.  



Isatu Barrie
2024 Lorne Foster Award in Public Policy

Isatu Barrie is a fourth-year political science student, completing a 
certificate in Public Administration and Law in the School of Public 
Policy and Administration (SPPA). As a communication coordinator 
with experience working with various nonprofits in her community, 
she is committed to empowering youth and fostering community 
development and ensuring that marginalized communities have 
equitable access to resources. Isatu is a photographer, and specializes 
in capturing the essence of community, culture, and personal stories. 
Through her lens, she amplifies underrepresented voices and 
highlights meaningful connections between people and their 
communities.



Japneet Kaur (SPPA, Class of 2024)
2024 Practicum Student Excellence Award

In her final year, Japneet Kaur enrolled in SPPA’s practicum course. The 
opportunity at the Ministry of the Solicitor General (SOLGEN) further 
ignited her passion for policy and public service. She gained exposure 
to policy projects as a Policy and Programs Assistant at the Ministry of 
Public and Business Service Delivery in 2021, which inspired her to 
make meaningful contributions as a placement student. In SOLGEN’s 
Institutional Operational Policy Unit, Japneet reviewed policies and 
identified areas for improvement to ensure effective administration of 
adult correctional facilities, conducted research and jurisdictional scans 
to identify benchmarks and best practices for reviewing policies, and 
ensured regulations and operational requirements were met. Her 
research paper examined the relationship between Indigenous 
reconciliation and public administration in Canada. 



Japneet Kaur (SPPA, Class of 2024)  
2024 Undergraduate Student Award

Japneet Kaur began her journey with the School of Public Policy and 
Administration (SPPA) as a Junior Ambassador of the Public Policy and 
Administration Student Association (PPASA) in her second year. She 
served the PPASA for four years through a variety of roles including 
Treasurer, Vice President, and President of the club during the 2023-24 
academic year. She graduated in June from the Honours Bachelor of 
Business Administration program from the Schulich School of Business 
with two specializations in Marketing and Entrepreneurial & Family 
Business Studies. She also completed the Professional Certificate in 
Public Policy Analysis. Japneet is grateful for the SPPA for welcoming her 
into a network of distinguished individuals, providing her with valuable 
opportunities for professional development, and for allowing her to 
experience the essence and power of public service. 



Jenning Cheung (BPA, Class of 2021
MPPAL, Class of 2024) 

2024 Graduate Student Award

Jenning Cheung is a graduate of both the SPPA's Bachelor of Public 
Administration and MPPAL programs. During his studies, Jenning 
was committed to school involvement having served in various 
volunteer roles including as President of the Graduate Student 
Association of Public Policy, Administration, and Law. Jenning first 
joined the Ontario Public Service in 2019 as a co-op student during 
his undergraduate studies and has since held successive roles. His 
prior portfolios include the Ministry of Health - Pandemic Response 
and Recovery, as well as the Ministry of the Attorney General - 
Special Investigations Unit. Most recently, Jenning took on the 
challenge of joining an Assistant Deputy Minister's Office, starting in 
the summer of 2024 as Senior Policy Advisor to the ADM for the Red 
Tape Reduction Division in the Ministry of Red Tape Reduction.



Kate Monro (MPPAL, Class of 2024)
2024 Best Major Research Paper Award

In her role at the Creative Cluster Policy Unit (CCPU) in the Culture Branch at the 
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Gaming, Kate Monro is working on the arts policy 
and book and magazine publishing files to advise on Ministry policy initiatives in 
collaboration with the Strategic Policy, Culture Policy and Services, Agency 
Relations and Accountability units. Kate began her Ontario Public Service career as 
an MPPAL intern at the Ministry of Public and Business Service Delivery where she 
continued as a Policy Analyst in the Consumer Services Operations Division 
working on policy and operational projects focused on consumer protection, 
business compliance and licensing in the regulatory sector. Prior to joining the 
Ontario Public Service, Kate held management roles in non-profit arts and cultural 
organizations. She recently served a 14-year tenure as Executive Director and 
Publisher of C The Visual Arts Foundation and C Magazine, where she was 
responsible for governance, strategic planning, advocacy, multi-level partnerships, 
business and financial operations, human resources, fundraising and program 
oversight.



Ian Greene Book Prize for Academic 
Achievement - MPPAL Class of 2024

Congratulations!

The Ian Greene Book Prize recognizes outstanding 
academic performance in the Master of Public Policy, 
Administration and Law program.



Julia Boruta Isabel Arthurs Hibaq Gelle

Manogya TekriwalManjit Singh

Congratulations to the 2023-2024 Ian Greene Book Prize Winners!



 IPAC-CAPPA Case 
Study Competition Team

• Mirusha Ramaj,
• Shahithya Ravindran, 
• Ashika Sharda, 
• Rubaiya Sharin, and 
• Kurt Strachan. 

• Ken Ogata (coach)
• Ana Maria Kapralos (coach)



UofT Policython Inaugural Team! 
What is Policython?
An in-person event to give students (undergraduate or 
graduate) an opportunity to challenge their skills, and 
our current federal institutions. Teams will write a 
policy brief on a prompt of the stream of their choice 
and have it submitted to a panel of industry 
professionals and professors for judging. 
 

2024 MPPAL Team: Aymen Afzal, 
Tyson Dimayuga, and Aamina Masood.
Ken Ogata and Ana Maria Kapralos , Coaches



High School Essay 
Contest:

In light of the lawsuit filed, 
discuss the impact of social 
media on education and well-
being. Propose your own 
solutions or strategies that 
schools and policymakers 
could adopt to address the 
issues caused by compulsive 
social media use among 
students.

1st Prize Winner

Joshua Zhuang, Grade 12

The Woodlands Secondary School, 

Mississauga, ON.

Congratulations to:

3rd Prize Winner

Faheem Shahzad, Grade 11

SATEC @ W.A. Porter C.I., 

Scarborough, ON.

2nd Prize Winner

   Suki Huang, Grade 10

   SATEC @ W.A. Porter C.I.,

   Scarborough, ON.



York University, 

Top 30 Alumni 

Under 30 Award

Dr. Kenneth McBey 

Graduate Fellowship 

in Management Award

Robert Everett 

Exceptional 

Leadership in 

Student 

Governance 

Award

George Vari 

Award for 

Excellence and 

Good Citizenship

Matthew Ko, BPA

 Hale Mahon, BPA

Tyson Dimayuga, MPPAL

Khadeja Elsibai, BPA and MPPAL

York U Prestigious 2024 Awards!
Congratulations to…



Khadeja Elsibai 
(BPA Class of 2020, and MPPAL Class of 2022)

2024 Emerging Leader Award Winner

Khadeja Elsibai is a Policy Advisor at the Federal Youth Network, on 
secondment from the Office of the Superintendent of Bankruptcy where she 
has spent over 5 years working in various functions of regulatory compliance: 
regulatory audit, data analytics and regulatory and policy development. For 
the past 5 years, Khadeja has been a leader in the career management and 
professional development space within the public sector, notably through 
serving on the Board of Directors of the Toronto Region Chapter of the Institute 
of Public Administration of Canada (IPAC Toronto) and as Chair of Future 
Leaders of Ontario, the Government of Canada's interdepartmental network 
for new and young public servants. Khadeja was named to York University's 30 
Alumni under 30 list for 2024.



Piragal Thiru (MPPAL, Class of 2010)
2024 Alumni Recognition Award Winner

Piragal Thiru has had an evolving career in the municipal sector over the past two 
decades, focusing on key initiatives that drive impactful change. He has held roles 
such as Senior Policy Analyst and Planner for Accessible Services, and most 
recently served as the Head of Policy and Stakeholder Relations, where he was 
responsible for advancing departmental objectives with both internal and external 
stakeholders. Piragal brings extensive leadership experience in policy, program 
administration, and operations.

An alumnus of the MPPAL program (2010), Piragal remains actively engaged with 
the School of Public Policy and Administration (SPPA) as a sponsor of the 
practicum program, a contributor to the annual municipal symposium, and a 
mentor to future public service professionals.

Beyond his involvement with SPPA, he is a past fellow of CivicAction’s DiverseCity 
Leadership program and remains deeply engaged in community work—a 
commitment that earned him the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal in 2012.  



YUSPPAAN 
SPPA’s Alumni 
Association!

Khushbu Dhaliwal, 
Chair

https://www.yorku.ca/laps/sppa/about/alumni-network/
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