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Research Topic
In an international context, analyze the
interactions between new technologies and
scientific imagination regarding oceans in the
1920s-1930s.

Abstract
The research project analyses the representations of
the oceans by examining the scientific approaches
present in visual representations of the era. It examines
the social, political and technological components of
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the images, to showcase how the value and
understanding of the oceans has evolved through
traditions of scientific and technological imagination.

Methods
• Created a list of online resources to search for
visual representations of oceans, such as
periodicals, popular novels and advertisements.
• Generated a digital and bibliographic archive of the
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data collected.
• Develop categories to analyze the visual
representations through lenses ranging from
geography, life-forms, technology and icon
environments.
• Identified recurring themes across images, in an
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international context.

Results & Conclusions
• A striking change in the representations of oceans
from a more fantastic to a more to technological
• Found more online data for the late 19th century
and early 20th regarding the topic rather than the
desired period.
• The integration of different technological advances
and mechanics into life forms was a prominent theme
throughout countries.
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• There was a significant presence of vessels with
physical similarities to ocean liners, planes and boats.
• This research challenges the notion of ahistorical
oceans as well as demonstrates oceanographic,
environmental history.
• It also aids in the process of rethinking the ideas of
imagined futures and understanding the historical
roots of the present environmental crisis.
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