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Thank you for your interest in the Ontario/Rhône-Alpes (ORA) Student Exchange Program. This 

booklet has been prepared by the ORA exchange’s Ontario Program Office based on information 

available in November 2025. For updated information, applicants must consult the 

ORA website at https://www.yorku.ca/ouinternational/ora/.    

 

In Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes (AURA), the ORA exchange is coordinated through the international 

offices of the participating AURA universities. In Ontario, the Program Office is located at York 

University in Toronto.    

 

Each participating university’s website is an excellent source of information about registration 

processes and student services, such as housing, meal plans, insurance, and transportation. 

 

Your university’s international office Direction des Relations Internationales (DRI) is your 

main contact for the selection process and the steps to follow.   

 

 

This booklet is dedicated to information about:  

 

- ORA Ontario universities and the number of incoming spaces offered to AURA students 

- Ontario universities offering spaces at the graduate level (M2)   

- English proficiency assessment requirements   

- Course restrictions   

- Individual university webpages for exchange students 

- Individual university's academic programs webpage   

https://www.yorku.ca/ouinternational/ora/
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In using the information listed, please keep the following in mind:   

• Graduate and undergraduate levels: Students are considered undergraduate when  

they take courses at the Bachelor’s level (B.A., B.Sc., B.F.A., B.Com, etc.), and 

graduate when they take courses at the Master’s (M.A., M.Sc., MBA, etc.) or 

Doctorate (Ph. D.) levels.    

• Since in France, a BA is a three-year program, in Ontario, the Master 1 

l e v e l  is considered to be the equivalent of the fourth year of an 

undergraduate degree. Students in M1 usually take courses primarily at the fourth 

and third-year levels. Students in M1 are not accepted by t h e  Faculties of 

Graduate Studies in Ontario because they are in the first year of a two-year 

degree.   

• Only students who are in M2 are considered to be at the graduate level. However, 

there are a number of challenges: not all Graduate Faculties accept exchange 

students, and a TOEFL score of 100 is required.   

• GMAT: Graduate Management Admission Test (for Business schools)   

• TOEFL: Test of English as a Foreign Language   

• iBT: Internet-based testing   

• IELTS: International English Language Testing System   

• ESL: English as a second language   

• French courses are offered in all the Faculties at le Collège universitaire Glendon,  
York University in Toronto, and at the University of Ottawa.   

• UHIP is the acronym for the University Health Insurance Plan, which is mandatory  

for all Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes students in the ORA program (the University of 

Windsor uses Green Shield, which replaces UHIP).    

• A meal plan is a prepaid plan through which students pay for meals at cafeterias  

and restaurants on campus, and in some cases, for food and supplies in grocery 

stores on campus.   
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Available Spaces  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Language requirements  

 

Please note that a TOEFL score of 100 is required for all students who apply to Graduate 

studies.   

 

                                     Brock University   TOEFL: iBT overall 88, with a minimum of 21 on every band (speaking, writing…)   
IELTS: overall 6.5, no band below 6.0   
Duolingo: minimum score of 110   

  Updates and details available: https://brocku.ca/admissions/english-proficiency/  

University of Guelph   No official test required. A letter of support from the university is accepted.  

 

Lakehead University   No official test required. A letter of support from the university is accepted.   

      

McMaster University   No official test required. A letter of support from the university is accepted. 

               Full list: https://future.mcmaster.ca/apply/requirements/english-proficiency/ 

      

Nipissing University   No official test required.  A letter of support from the university is accepted.  

      

University of Ottawa   iBT TOEFL: overall 86, minimum 22 in writing 

                                       IELTS: overall 6.5, in writing 6.5 

                                       Please visit the University of Ottawa website for information. 

  

A full selection of courses taught in French is available at the University of Ottawa. 

 

Queen’s University iBT TOEFL: overall 88, IELTS: 6.5 with no band below 6.0  

 

                                        Please visit Queen’s University website for more information. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
 

 

 
   

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
 

 

 
   

 
  

 
  

Graduate (M2)  
placement available  

 

 

Brock   
   

 
 

6   
  

 
 

no   
  

 
 

 

Guelph   
   

 
 

10   
  

 
 

yes   
  

 
 

 

Lakehead   
   

 
 

5   
  

 
 

no   
  

 
 

 

McMaster   
   

 
 

3   
  

 
 

yes   
  

 
 

 

Nipissing   
   

3 
  

 
 

no   
  

 
 

 

Ottawa 
   

6 
  

 
 

yes 
  

 
 

 

Queen’s   
   

 
 

10   
  

 
 

yes   
  

 
 

 

TMU   
   

 
 

4   
  

 
 

no   
  

 
 

 

Western 
   

 
 

2 
  

 
 

no 
  

 
 

 

Windsor   
   

 
 

4   
  

 
 

no   
  

 
 

 

York   
   

 
 

4   
  

 
 

yes   
  

 
 

 

Total semesters   
   

 
 

57 
  

 
 

   
  

 
 

     

University  Available spaces   

  Semester   
placements   

https://www.uottawa.ca/study/international-experience/incoming-exchange-students/language-requirements-incoming-exchange
https://www.queensu.ca/admission/applicants/english-proficiency


             

Toronto Metropolitan University 

 

 
No official test is required.  A letter of support from the university is 
accepted.  

University of Windsor   iBT TOEFL: overall 85, with a minimum of 20 in writing,    
IELTS 6.5, Duolingo: 120. 
Other: see https://ask.uwindsor.ca/app/answers/detail/a_id/315/kw/315  

 
                                   Western University    iBT TOEFL: minimum overall score of 83 (20 in each section)    

IELTS 6.5, Duolingo: 115. 
Please visit the Western University website for more information. 

 

York University   No official test is required. A letter of support from the university is accepted.  
Graduate level: TOEFL required. Please visit the York University website for more 
information. 

https://ask.uwindsor.ca/app/answers/detail/a_id/315/kw/315
https://welcome.uwo.ca/next-steps/requirements/english-language-proficiency.html
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Summary of available spaces at the graduate level 

and of required English language tests   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graduate spaces (M2) at   English test required at   

University of Guelph   Brock: TOEFL iBT 88 with all bands 21, DUO 110, etc.   

McMaster University   Windsor: TOEFL iBT 85 with writing over 20, IELTS 6.5  

Queen's University   Ottawa: iBT TOEFL: overall 86, minimum 22 in writing 

                                       IELTS: overall 6.5, in writing 6.5 

 
York University   Queen’s: iBT TOEFL: overall 88, IELTS: 6.5, no band below 

6.0  
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Universities’ academic program webpages  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

University   Academic Program Website   

Brock   
University   

https://brocku.ca/academics/ ; https://brocku.ca/programs/  

University of   
Guelph   

 

Lakehead   
University   

https://www.lakeheadu.ca/programs    

McMaster   
University   

https://registrar.mcmaster.ca/build-degree/class-search/  

Nipissing   
University   

 

University of 
Ottawa 

  

 https://catalogue.uottawa.ca/en/programs/ 

Queen's  

University  

https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/programs-and-degrees;  

https://sway.office.com/Jr0HDVd9ka1aMyNa?ref=Link  

Toronto  

Metropolitan 

University    
https://www.torontomu.ca/programs/undergraduate/  

 

 

 

 

Windsor   
University   

https://www.uwindsor.ca/studentexchange/411/class-schedules  

Western 
University 

https://international.uwo.ca/learning/come_to_western/incoming_exchange
_students/ 

 York 
University   https://w2prod.sis.yorku.ca/Apps/WebObjects/cdm    

https://www.uoguelph.ca/explore-all-programs/ ;   

https://graduatestudies.uoguelph.ca/programs/list/byprogram    

https://webadvisor.nipissingu.ca/WebAdvisor/WebAdvisor?TOKENIDX=  

5209159222&SS=7&APP=ST&CONSTITUENCY=WBAP   

https://brocku.ca/academics/
https://brocku.ca/programs/
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/programs
https://registrar.mcmaster.ca/build-degree/class-search/
https://catalogue.uottawa.ca/en/programs/
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/programs-and-degrees/academic-calendar
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/programs-and-degrees/academic-calendar
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/programs-and-degrees/academic-calendar
https://www.torontomu.ca/programs/undergraduate/
https://www.uwindsor.ca/studentexchange/411/class-schedules
https://international.uwo.ca/learning/come_to_western/incoming_exchange_students/
https://international.uwo.ca/learning/come_to_western/incoming_exchange_students/
https://w2prod.sis.yorku.ca/Apps/WebObjects/cdm
https://www.uoguelph.ca/explore-all-programs/
https://graduatestudies.uoguelph.ca/programs/list/byprogram
https://webadvisor.nipissingu.ca/WebAdvisor/WebAdvisor?TOKENIDX=5209159222&amp;SS=7&amp;APP=ST&amp;CONSTITUENCY=WBAP
https://webadvisor.nipissingu.ca/WebAdvisor/WebAdvisor?TOKENIDX=5209159222&amp;SS=7&amp;APP=ST&amp;CONSTITUENCY=WBAP
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Program restrictions  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

University   Restrictions on disciplines 2026-2027  

Brock  

University  

Closed Programs: Game Design and Game Programming; Co-

op/internship courses, upper year English and Creative Writing 

(yr 3-4), Film Production, Teacher Education Courses (EDUC 

8P), Education (EDBE).  Restricted/Limited: Education classes, 

Computer Science, Child and Youth Studies, Visual Arts, 

Dramatic Arts, Music, Accounting courses.  

University of 

Guelph   

Exchange students cannot take courses in the Ontario Veterinary 

College, MBA program, Master of Leadership, Master of 

Hospitality & Tourism Management, all courses at Guelph-Humber 

and Ridgetown campuses, co-op placements, Psychology practicum 

courses, or Human Anatomy courses. Full list of program 

restrictions: https://www.uoguelph.ca/cip/incoming-

students/academics-guelph/course-selection/course-restrictions 

Lakehead  

University  

Law, Medicine, Nursing, some Social Work & Education 

courses, and most Masters and PhD level courses.   

McMaster 

University  

Undergraduate courses in the School of Business, courses in the 

Masters of Finance, courses in MiNDS neuroscience program, core 

courses in Global Health (or the Health Science faculty). More 

details:  

https://iadmin.icentapp.com/Microsite/McM/Exchange/index.html  

Nipissing  

University  

Students studying in the Bachelor of Education, Bachelor of Social  

Work and Bachelor of Science in Nursing programs will be required 

to choose from a restricted list of available courses.    

University 

of Ottawa 

Closed Programs: Faculty of Medicine, Telfer School of 

Management, Education Program at the Undergraduate Level. 

Queen's  

University  

Please check  

https://sway.office.com/Jr0HDVd9ka1aMyNa?ref=Link&loc=play 

No spaces in Faculty of Medicine, Faculty of Law, School of  

Business, Engineering and Applied Science, Sociology, Political 

Studies and History at the 3000-level. Faculty of Arts and Sciences 

offers a breadth of courses in Natural and Physical Sciences as well 

as a dynamic array of courses in Humanities, Social Sciences, 

Languages and Interdisciplinary Studies.  

Limited spaces in Computing, Drama and Music, Economics, Film 

and Media, Kinesiology, Life Sciences, Political Studies, 

Psychology, because of high demand.    

Graduate level exchanges can be accommodated in most graduate 

programs, subject to overall program/course/subject registration 

limits.   

https://sway.office.com/Jr0HDVd9ka1aMyNa?ref=Link&amp;loc=play
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Program restrictions  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

University   Restrictions on disciplines 2026-2027  

Toronto  

Metropolitan  

University    

 

Western 

University 

Faculty of Engineering 

The Faculty of Education 

The Faculty of Law 

Ivey Business School 

The School of Graduate and Post-doctoral Studies 

Professional programs in Health Studies 

 

Windsor  

University  

Classes offered by the Faculty of Education are not available.   

Classes in Digital Journalism are extremely limited and might not be 

available.    
Law applications will not be accepted without prior consultation   
with the U of Windsor Exchange Office. Faculty of Law classes are 

only available to students who are studying for an LLM, LLB, or 

equivalent. Students in double majors (such as Business Law) are 

not going to be permitted to take classes in the Faculty of Law.   

York  

University  

Most upper year courses (3000 & 4000 level) will require students   
to have completed prerequisites for the courses. Though exchange 

students will not have the York prerequisite, it is imperative to have 

sufficient background to handle material in the course. Check 

information on Areas of Study and Restricted programs on the 

Coming to York on Exchange website.   

Programs not currently open to exchange students (undergraduate 

and graduate): Business at the Schulich School of Business, Social 

Work, Nursing (Faculty of Health), Electrical Engineering, 

Computer Science (Lassonde School of Engineering), Law at the 

Osgoode Law school (but available at other Faculties), School of 

Arts, Media, Performance & Design, Graduate Psychology. 

Programs with restrictions (prior consultation with York 

International is required): Financial Accountability, Translation, 

Glendon College, Psychology (limited options at undergraduate 

level).   

GRADUATE STUDIES. Programs currently not open to exchange 

students: Engineering (Lassonde School of Engineering), Master of 

Conference Interpreting (Glendon), Psychology, Biology (Faculty 

of Science), Masters of Financial Accountability, Human Resource   

Management, Political Science (Faculty of Liberal Arts & 

Professional Studies).   

Explore research opportunities through the International Visiting  

Research Trainee (IVRT):  

https://yorkinternational.yorku.ca/globallearning/incoming-global- 

learning/ivrt/   

Difficult to place students in highly competitive programs such as   

The Creative School (Image Arts, Journalism, Radio & Television   

Arts, Fashion). All applicants will be handled on a case-by-case   

basis and require approval from the academic program.   

https://yorkinternational.yorku.ca/globallearning/incoming-global-learning/ivrt/
https://yorkinternational.yorku.ca/globallearning/incoming-global-learning/ivrt/


 

Application Information for Rhône-Alpes Students (2026-2027 Exchange Year)  Page 9  

 

 

 

International office websites  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

University   International office website   

Brock University   https://brocku.ca/international/mobility/study-abroad/  

University of Guelph   http://www.uoguelph.ca/cip/index-page/incoming-  
exchange 

Lakehead University   https://www.lakeheadu.ca/international/globalme 

McMaster University   https://studentsuccess.mcmaster.ca/international-  
students/incoming-exchange-students/ 

Nipissing University   www.nipissingu.ca/international/ 

University of Ottawa https://www.uottawa.ca/study/international-

experience/incoming-exchange-students 

Queen's University   https://www.queensu.ca/international/study/exchange  

Toronto Metropolitan   
University    

https://www.torontomu.ca/global-learning/incoming/   

Western University https://international.uwo.ca/learning/come_to_western/inco
ming_exchange_students/ 

Windsor University   http://www.uwindsor.ca/exchange  

York University   https://yorkinternational.yorku.ca/global-  
learning/incoming-global-learning/ 

 
 
 

https://brocku.ca/international/mobility/study-abroad/
http://www.uoguelph.ca/cip/index-page/incoming-exchange
http://www.uoguelph.ca/cip/index-page/incoming-exchange
https://www.lakeheadu.ca/international/globalme
https://studentsuccess.mcmaster.ca/international-students/incoming-exchange-students/
https://studentsuccess.mcmaster.ca/international-students/incoming-exchange-students/
http://www.nipissingu.ca/international/
https://www.uottawa.ca/study/international-experience/incoming-exchange-students
https://www.uottawa.ca/study/international-experience/incoming-exchange-students
https://www.queensu.ca/international/study/exchange
https://www.torontomu.ca/global-learning/incoming/
https://international.uwo.ca/learning/come_to_western/incoming_exchange_students/
https://international.uwo.ca/learning/come_to_western/incoming_exchange_students/
http://www.uwindsor.ca/studentexchange
https://yorkinternational.yorku.ca/global-learning/incoming-global-learning/
https://yorkinternational.yorku.ca/global-learning/incoming-global-learning/

