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“Even more zoomed in. Aren't microscopes
fabulous! Here you can see the flagellated
sperm swimming in a twirly, spiral dance.”
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“This video shows spores being released from the
sporophytes on the archegoniaphores. The umbrella-tops of
the archegoniaphores have flipped up, as though they were
blown inside out in a strong wind. All of the particles blowing
around in the breeze are spores. Each of these spores can
land and grow into an entire new Marchantia plant.”
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“We have obtained the first momentary photographs of sperms just as they are discharged from the
antheridium of a liverwort, Conocephalum conicum, and have succeeded in monitoring the airborne
sperms of bryophytes under field conditions. Airborne sperm of liverworts seems to be an effective
strategy for raising the efficiency of fertilization between male and female plants separated in a
drought environment.”
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