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Message from Dexter King, Director, Strategic Procurement Services 
May 2025 

Community Update on the Ongoing Tariff Dispute with the United States  

Background 
Strategic Procurement Services has been monitoring the ongoing tariff negotiations with the United 
States and subsequent responses made by Canadian officials. This update serves to communicate key 
information regarding tariffs and access to vendors of record (VOR) at the University. 

As a public sector institution, the University is governed by the Government of Ontario’s Broader 
Public Sector Procurement Directive and is required to abide by its legislative requirements. In 
response to the tariffs levied on certain Canadian goods, the Province has issued guidance on 
restricting access to US-based businesses in public sector procurements.  

York’s Response to the Province of Ontario’s Procurement Restriction Policy 
The provincial government has issued a Procurement Restriction Policy, in effect as of April 4th, 2025.  
The purpose of the policy is to restrict US businesses from accessing public sector procurements in 
Ontario, as a response to US tariffs on Canadian goods and services.    

Strategic Procurement Services is working with the Ontario University Professional Procurement 
Management Association (OUPPMA) and the Council of Ontario Universities (COU) to ensure that roll 
out of the policy is compliant with all legal obligations and consistent across the sector. Due 
consideration is being given to a pragmatic approach as suggested by Supply Ontario.   

Purchasers should continue to prioritize Ontario businesses when obtaining quotes, as required under 
the Building Ontario Businesses Initiatives Act, which came into effect on April 1, 2024.  Additionally, 
purchasers should continue to leverage existing contracts, including vendors of record and approved 
suppliers.  

If you have a procurement which cannot be delayed, or your suppliers have questions about how the 
University will proceed under this policy, please contact Strategic Procurement Services at: 
purchase@yorku.ca.   

 Further communication will be provided as it becomes available. 

 

https://www.ontario.ca/files/2025-03/tbs-bps-broader-public-sector-procurement-directive-en-2025-03-04.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/files/2025-03/tbs-bps-broader-public-sector-procurement-directive-en-2025-03-04.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/page/procurement-restriction-policy
https://www.supplyontario.ca/
https://www.yorku.ca/procurement/purchase-goods-and-services/bobia/
mailto:purchase@yorku.ca
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