QUESTIONS: 3RD CLASS, POLS 4300/PUBL 6800
EVALUATOR’S HANDBOOK, CHAPTERS 1, 2.

(1) Discuss the difference between, and the appropriateness of, formative versus summative evaluations.

(2) Discuss the relative merits and deficiencies of quantitative vis a vis qualitative evaluations.

(3) What are contextual issues and why is it important to be aware of them?

(4) What does it mean to set the boundaries of an evaluation?

(5) What would a realistic, as opposed to an idealistic, evaluation, look like?

HOW TO FOCUS AN EVALUATION, PP. 9-61.

(1) What does focusing an evaluation mean, and how does it differ from designing one?

(2) Discuss the 3 elements in focusing, and relate them to contextual issues, boundaries and realism in evaluation.

(3) Discuss the specifically methodological issues that arise out of the attempt to focus an evaluation.

(4) What precisely is an evaluation plan and why is it necessary?

(5) Give some reasons why formative and/or summative evaluations are needed.

(6) Who are and/or should be the ‘clients’ of the evaluation process?

(7) Name and discuss the merits and deficiencies of the 5 key approaches to program evaluation.

