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all be found below.
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Efforts are also afoot to hold a second, eight-week long community-based 

on workers’ justice in early spring, following the great success of our offering in

autumn 2025. Our aim in the coming years is to extend our workers’ education

With 2026 upon us, the GLRC has plans in place for the continuation of projects, a
number of scheduled events, and the support of researchers, students, activists and
others through a range of initiatives.

This year’s Graduate Student Symposium, Narratives of Movement: Centring
Migrant Women’s Voices in Research and Resistance, is scheduled to occur on

Friday, February 27th. The aim is to assemble a committed group of emerging

scholars to think through the challenges of migration research and resistance,

placing particular emphasis on attending to the stories of migrant women. The event

will include a thesis to book publication workshop led by Professor Soma

Chatterjee (York, Social Work), open to graduate students and other interested

scholars. We are especially keen to have attendance from doctoral students who
have recently completed their dissertation or are nearing completion, for this portion
of the in-person event. We will also co-sponsor a book launch for Professor
Chatterjee’s new book, Skills to Build the Nation: Immigrant Labour Market and

Canadian Nationalism. Details for the Symposium, workshop and book launch can

MESSAGE FROM ADRIAN A. SMITH, DIRECTOR

Other planned activities will cover such topics as the Skills Development Fund
controversy in Ontario (January/February), Indigenous struggles and labour
struggles (February), international labour solidarity and Palestine (late

February), and AI’s impact on workers (spring). We are also pleased to support

this year’s Labour Fair run by scholars at George Brown College, which will take

place the week of March 23rd.

course



initiatives from the local communities surrounding York University to other parts of
the city.

Please note that this is NOT a traditional academic conference. We explicitly

welcome alternative, creative, and non-Eurocentric forms of knowledge production

and presentation. 

The Global Labour Research Centre (GLRC) at York University invites proposals for

presentations at the 2026 Graduate Student Symposium Narratives of Movement:
Centring Migrant Women's Voices in Research and Resistance. The GLRC
invites migrant women, gender-marginalized migrant students and researchers

(undergraduate, MA, PhD, and recent graduates, and postdocs) to centre their own

stories, theories, and resistance practices in a decolonial conversational space. The

aim is to refute claims and images of victimization of these voices and underscore

the power and strength in lived experiences. 

1. Group Conversation (roundtable-style dialogue): 3-5 participants share a
facilitated 60-70-minute conversation. Suggested (and non-exhaustive) themes: 

Land, labour, and dispossession in Canada 
Ancestral and Indigenous knowledge systems in migration 

Political economy of gendered/racialized labour (Canada, South–South, Gulf,
etc.)

Refusing victimhood: agency, joy, queer migrations, migrant masculinities
Love, care chains, and family across borders 

Challenging Eurocentric integration frameworks 

2. Individual Narrative / Reflective Storytelling: 15-20 minute spoken piece (personal
narrative, research reflection, poetry, monologue). 

A quiet professional recording room will be available all day. 

We look forward to your involvement in these and other initiatives. 

Submission Categories (you may choose any one):

GLRC EVENT

GRADUATE STUDENT SYMPOSIUM CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS



What you may Submit (by 26 January 2025) 

Using her upcoming book as a live case study, Professor Chatterjee will guide
participants through: 

Reframing thesis research for broader academic and public audiences 

Identifying the conceptual through‑line of a book project 

Understanding the publishing landscape and approaching editors 
Navigating the emotional and political labour of writing as a migrant,

racialized, or gender‑marginalized scholar 

The symposium will conclude with a special hands‑on workshop led by Professor

Soma Chatterjee, drawing from her forthcoming book Skills to Build the Nation.

Immigrant Labour Market and Canadian Nationalism. From Thesis to Book: A
Practical Guide for Emerging Scholars offers an accessible, demystifying look at

how graduate students and early‑career researchers can transform a thesis into a

publishable monograph. 

All accepted contributions will be professionally recorded and published as episodes

in the new GLRC podcast series “Narratives of Movement” (the GLRC and you will

retain full editorial control and consent).

Optional submission of a polished written version (1,500–3,000 words) for the GLRC

Perspective Series (this is non-peer-reviewed). 

1. One-page CV
2. A short abstract (250–400 words) explaining: 

Why do you want to participate 

A brief note on your positionality and lived/research experience 

3. An academic OR alternative written piece (between 2-4 pages, double-spaced)
that represents your voice. This can be an essay excerpt, non-fiction creative, poetry

collection, auto-ethnography, manifesto, letter, or any format that feels authentic to

you and upholds your voice. References are optional. 

Outcomes & Alternative Knowledge Production 

Please submit all the required documents to this form. 

Closing Workshop: “From Thesis to Book” with Professor Soma Chatterjee 



Visit the GLRC website for more information. 

For any inquiries, e-mail: glrc.conf@gmail.com. 

Organizing Committee:

Oleena Chaudhuri, PhD student, Social Work

Ashwin Shantha, PhD student, Political Science

Valentina Ornelas, PhD student, Political Science 
Tristan Xavier Rampersaud, PhD student, Politics 

Registration is free for all attendees and presenters. 

Presenters will receive an honorarium of $100 for their participation.

 by Paul

The Global Labour Research Centre (GLRC) at York University promotes the study

of work, employment, and labour. The Centre’s mandate is to support engaged,

interdisciplinary, collaborative, and accessible research on pressing issues of

economic and social justice. 

This workshop is open to all student participants and included as part of the

symposium program. No prior publication experience is required.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
No jargon-heavy abstracts or full bibliography required in the proposal. We solely

want to hear YOUR voice and story. 

We particularly encourage submissions from Indigenous, Black, racialized, queer,

trans, and working-class migrant women and gender-marginalized researchers. 

Deadline: 

The submission deadline is January 26, 2026, by 11:59 pm ET. Participants will be

notified of the status of their proposal by February 7, 2026. 

Honorarium: 

Registration: 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS | Perspectives Series

Trump’s trade war: responses from Canadian and Mexican labour,

Bocking. GLRC Perspectives No. 9, October 2025 

https://www.yorku.ca/research/glrc/
https://www.yorku.ca/research/glrc/perspective-series/
https://www.yorku.ca/research/glrc/perspective-series/
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Québec’s Bill 89: An Assault on the Right to Strike and Union Power,

Thomas Collombat. GLRC Perspectives No. 8, September 2025
by

We extend our heartfelt welcome to Dr. Roxana EscobarÑañez, who has recently
joined the GLRC as the centre's coordinator.

We welcome submissions throughout the year for:

1. Perspectives series – concise opinion pieces meant to spark public dialogue
and encourage new ways of thinking on a range of work and labour related

issues. These articles are meant to inform and promote labour perspectives in
a manner that challenges the current state of knowledge in a particular field;

2. Snapshot series – plain-language reports and summaries meant to connect
labour, community and academic research in the public interest. It considers

“what the research found” and “how it can be used” to identify and
communicate real-world impacts from academic research.

Note: Those interested in submitting to either initiative in video or audio format can
contact us by email at: glrc@yorku.ca.

GLRC COORDINATOR
Dr. Roxana Escobar Ñañez

CALL FOR PAPERS | GLRC Submissions

https://www.yorku.ca/research/glrc/wp-content/uploads/sites/425/2025/10/Perspectives-8_2025_Thomas-Collombat_Quebecs-Bill-89.pdf
https://www.yorku.ca/research/glrc/perspective-series/
https://www.yorku.ca/research/glrc/perspective-series/
https://www.yorku.ca/research/glrc/glrc-snapshots/
mailto:glrc@yorku.ca


Dr. Escobar Ñañez brings over a decade of experience managing equity-focused

projects across Canada and Latin America. Her experience includes project

management, research coordination, inter-institutional relations and grant
development. Dr. Escobar Ñañez’ experience includes management of a multi-

country project in South and Central America, facilitating co-design sessions,

overseeing budgets, tracking expenditures and aligning deliverables with funder

goals. Her doctoral research involved direct collaboration with local organizations

and government officials, resulting in a podcast, a children's book and a museum

exhibit. In her new role, she will support the research mission of the Global Labour



 You are invited to the launch of 

Please join us in welcoming Dr. Escobar Ñañez to LA&PS and the GLRC.

1. (ONLINE) Historical Materialism is launching the Historical Materialism

Newsletter with updates of all the journal-related activities. Subscribe to the

Newsletter here: https://www.historicalmaterialism.org/newsletter/ 

Conference date: July, 2-4, 2026
Location: Barcelona, Spain
For more information, please visit: https://historicalmaterialismbcn.net/historical-
materialism-bcn-2026/

 new book,

(University of Toronto Press). Soma will be in conversation with York
University faculty Shirin Shahrokni (Sociology), Lalaie Ameeriar (Anthropology) and
Ethel Tungohan (Politics). Refreshments will be served. Click here to register.
This event is endorsed by the Robarts Centre for Canadian Studies, the Global

Labour Research Centre, and the York Centre for Asian Research. 

2. Socialism from Below. The event is a conversation with Alan Sears and Jeff

Webber on Socialism from Below, and it’s happening next Thursday, the 15th, at
4:00pm at South Ross 638A (YorkU). Organized by Toronto Tempest Organizing

Committee. Join the conversation here: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/socialism-from-

below-what-does-it-mean-why-does-it-matter-today-tickets-1979623072901?

aff=oddtdtcreator

Research Centre, an Organized Research Unit (ORU) based in LA&PS dedicated to
the study of work, employment and labour in Canada and around the world.

3. Book Launch:

EXTERNAL EVENTS

Soma Chatterjee’s

CALL FOR PAPERS

1. Conference | Historical Materialism Barcelona International Conference
Deadline: 15 January 2026

Skills to Build the Nation: Immigrant Labour Market and Canadian Nationalism

https://www.historicalmaterialism.org/newsletter/
https://www.historicalmaterialism.org/newsletter/
https://historicalmaterialismbcn.net/historical-materialism-bcn-2026/
https://historicalmaterialismbcn.net/historical-materialism-bcn-2026/
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https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/socialism-from-below-what-does-it-mean-why-does-it-matter-today-tickets-1979623072901?aff=oddtdtcreator


Deadline: 30 January 2026
Symposium date: February 27th 2026

Location: Toronto, Canada

For more information, please visit: https://www.yorku.ca/cityinstitute/the-2025-city-
institute-graduate-student-conference-the-city-in-the-age-of-the-polycrisis/

5. Symposium| CITY-YORK Graduate Symposium:
Polycrisis

4. Conference | 17th Global Labour University International Conference:
Labour in the Era of Polycrisis: Visions, Strategies and Actions
Deadline: 30 January 2026
Conference date: 7-9 December 2026

Location: Quezon City, Philippines

For more information, please visit: https://global-labour-university.org/events/glu-
conference-2026-ph/

3. Conference | Working Nature – Exploring Intersections of Labour History
and Political Ecology
Deadline: 30 January 2026
Organizer: International Conference of Labour and Social History (ITH)
Conference date: September 17-19, 2026
Location: Linz, Austria
For more information, please visit: https://networks.h-
net.org/group/announcements/20129800/61st-ith-conference-working-nature-
exploring-intersections-labour

2. Workshop Series | Decolonisation and the Promises of Development, ca.
1950-1980
Deadline for applications: 18 January 2026
Conference date: April 29-30, 2026

Location: Genève, Switzerland

Who is invited to apply: candidates whose contributions examine development not

merely as a legacy of empire or an instrument of control, but as a site of

contestation and imagination—a field in which postcolonial actors debated their

 . 

For more information, please visit: https://decolonization-now.com/

ideasforthe future

The City in the Age of the
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7. Conference |
Studies
Deadline: February 16, 2026
Conference date: June 4-6, 2026

Location: Winnipeg, Canada

Please submit a session proposal (detailing a theme, papers, and presenters) or a
paper proposal using this form.

Questions may be directed to 2026sssconference@gmail.com

6. Conference | CAWLS 2026
Canadian Association for Work and Labour Studies - CAWLS 2026:
Unbound: Work and Labour in an Age of Intersecting Crises
Deadline for panel, roundtable, and workshop proposals: December 15, 2025
Deadline for individual paper submissions: January 15, 2026
Conference date: June 3-5, 2026
Location: University of Manitoba - Winnipeg, Manitoba
https://cawls.ca/en/2026-annual-conference/

9. Conference | Labor Rights in the 21st Century

Deadline: March 15, 2026

Who is invited to submit proposals: activists, academics, politicians, union leaders,

and workers are invited to share their experiences and present their ideas

Conference date: November 20, 2026

Location: Montevideo, Uruguay

For more information, please visit: https://www.societas.com.mx/informacion-del-

PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST

 - The Society for Socialist

8. Conference | The World History Association 35th Annual Meeting - Closed
Borders and Global Connections: Being Global after Globalization
Deadline: May 1, 2026
Conference date: June 25-27, 2026
Location: Incheon, Korea
For more information, please visit: https://thewha.org/conferences/korea-wha.html

evento/derechos-laborales-en-el-siglo-xxi-conferencia-internacional 
English versions available -- scroll down to find the call in English.)

Solidarity

(Spanish and

StrategiesToward Liberation

https://societyforsocialiststudies.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=1QCLZVvnXpakblVFr35ME3w8PlwqoFS9vDsp0FulvjEHUf4Q7DheznYdiG6gTmlVZ774QQJ%2bcaOiHVVcpzwdSUO2NWkUwSvtUin4QkUm46Y%3d
mailto:2026sssconference@gmail.com
https://cawls.ca/en/2026-annual-conference/
https://www.societas.com.mx/informacion-del-evento/derechos-laborales-en-el-siglo-xxi-conferencia-internacional
https://thewha.org/conferences/korea-wha.html
https://www.societas.com.mx/informacion-del-evento/derechos-laborales-en-el-siglo-xxi-conferencia-internacional


Nadeem, A. K. (2025) Women’s Exclusion from Trade Unions in Pakistan.
Sociology Online First

Permana, M. Y. (2025) A Typology of Labour Agency in the Gig Economy: Gig
Drivers' Experiences of Struggle in Indonesia During the COVID-19 Pandemic.
Technology, Work and Employment. Online First

Albotmeh S. (2025) Palestinian Workers in the West Bank: Labor in the Time of
Genocide. International Labor and Working-Class History. Online First

Neethi P. (2025) Issues of space and gender in home-based work: A case from
Kerala, India. In A. Herod (ed.) The Handbook of Labour Geography. Vol 1.
Cheltenham: Edward Elgar, pp. 481-493.

Lucas Poy and Hannes Rolf (editors) (2025) Rent Strikes: A history of collective
tenant actions across the world [open access] 

Minotakis, A. (2025) Regulating AI in the workplace: A critique of the EU AI act and

the platform work directive through a worker-centred lens. Platforms &

Society Online First

Cirila Quintero RAMÍREZ (2025) Female leadership and transnational labour
activism in Mexican Maquiladoras under USMCA: Steps forward and steps back. In

Laura Macdonald, Christina Gabriel and Jeffrey M. Ayes (ed.) 

in North America. Palgrave Macmillan, pp. 73-99. (Open Access.)

Fox-Hodess, K., & Ziadah, R. (2025) Community picket lines and social movement
unionism on the U.S. docks, 2014–2021: Organizing lessons from the Block the
Boat campaign for Palestine. Critical Sociology Online First

Jörg Nowak (2025) The places of labour conflict in twenty-first century capitalism. In
A. Herod (ed.) The Handbook of Labour Geography. Vol 1. Cheltenham: Edward
Elgar, pp. 211-223.

Jaz Brisack (2025) Get on the Job and Organize: Standing Up for a Better

Workplace and a Better World. New York: Atria/One Signal Publishers.

Critical

New

Transnational Activism
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Amorosi, L. (2025) Intersectionality and trade unions: A tale of class and

identity? Economic and Industrial Democracy Online First

Cirila Quintero Ramírez (2025) Voices of Mexican auto workers. 

on Work. 12 October, pp. 22-25, Labor & Employment Relations Association.

Ebner, N., Bragg, B., & Schling, H. (2025) Futures of industrial work? Economic
restructuring and the ambivalent realities of technological change. Work in the

Global Economy 5(3): 289-297. Online First

If you would like to submit any announcement items (events, research or job
opportunities), contact us at glrc@yorku.ca. 

Westgard-Cruice, W. (2025) Maritime labour regimes in the North Atlantic offshore

wind energy industry: On the socialization of labour and the structural power of the

working class. Environment and Planning D: Society and Space Online First

Cini, L., & Pulignano, V. (2025) Mobilising operaismo in the digital age: Continuities

and ruptures with the 1960s ‘mass worker’ struggles. Capital & Class Online First

Dhar, D., & Bhattacharya, S. (2025). Racialized labour, intimate subsidies, and silent
cost of social reproduction: the saga of migrant women in India’s gig

economy. Globalizations Online First

Kim Scipes (2025) The Jakarta Method: Washington Anti-communist Crusade and

the Mass Murder Program That Shaped Our World by Vincent Bevins: A Review
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