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Message from Interim Director

I'd like to start by thanking Kean Birch for his leadership during our first three years as a
new official research unit (ORU) at York. We were sad to see him step down as
Director, and he left big shoes to fill!

I've attempted to keep the ship on course, with the incredible support of our co-ordinator
extraordinaire, Hazel Beecham, and our interim deputy-director Kelly Bergstrom (while
she’s on sabbatical, no less!). It truly is a team effort, along with our executive members
who have been hosting workshops and talks.

We've had a very successful virtual seminar series this year, with some amazing
speakers presenting on a wide range of pressing issues, including Al in psychiatric
diagnostics and drone technologies in border patrol along the US/Mexico border. We
have three more planned for this year. Please be sure to attend if you can. See in the
following pages for more information on what we have planned for the rest of this
academic year.

The search for a new Director for ITS is underway, and we expect to conduct the
interviews in March, with hopes of announcing and introducing the new director at our
April annual general meeting!

This summer marks four years since ITS was launched, and this means we will begin
our rechartering process. To be renewed, we need to demonstrate that we are active,
engaged, and supporting a lively research environment for those working in the field of
technoscience and society. We’'ll be asking you to list your research outputs, attend
some conversations, and generally support the rechartering process.

As many of you know, Kean Birch is Co-Chair of the 4S Annual Conference this year,
which will be held in Toronto in October. If you need support with event planning for the
4S Conference, let us know how we can help. We hope there will be a strong cohort
from York University!

It's been a pleasure serving as Interim Director this year. I'm always impressed and
intrigued by the research our members are doing at York. | look forward to the next few
months.

| wish everyone a stress-free and productive winter term.

Denielle Elliott
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ITS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

APRIL 8, 2026, from 12:00 PM -- 3:00 PM

Please join us for our Annual General Meeting on April 8. At this meeting, we’ll
discuss the rechartering process for 2026-2027, welcome new members, and,
hopefully, announce our new Director.

Lunch will be provided. Please respond to the RSVP form we will send so that we can
finalize lunch orders.

NEWS
New publications, new research, and ITS members in the news!

Please let us know if you have research events or publications that you would like us to
share! Send an email to techsoc@yorku.ca with any news!

Congratulations to James Elwick on his interview about the history of student cheating
(using STS takes on infrastructure and expertise) was discussed in the Globe and Mail
on Jan 10™, 2026. You can read the article here.

Summary of his research:

Jamie Elwick is currently working on a history of students who cheat on their tests and
other school assessments. Although people worry about academic integrity today,
archival research shows that even in the 1870s people were cheating on exams and
other assessments. They did so for the same reasons they do so today: to earn
credentials in an increasingly competitive race. Seeing cheating as a strategy to gain
credentials also helps us understand the taken-for-granted documents we use to
identify experts and other "people who know things." This can help us better understand
the public trust placed in these credentials, and possibly even develop better ways to
assess and certify knowledge, skill, and expertise. His work is informed by STS
scholarship on expertise and experience, commensuration and metrics,

and infrastructure.

Kristin Andrews co-organized the 2026 CIFAR Workshop: Consciousness Across
Species, held at the Yale Club, New York, NY, from January 25-27.

The workshop brought together researchers in Al, neuroscience, philosophy, and
animal cognition to explore the possibility of a *Massive Interspecies Communication
Observatory (MICO)*: global, open-science infrastructure for studying interspecies
communication at scale. They drew on reinforcement learning theory, insights from
citizen-science datasets, and cross-species consciousness research to tackle questions
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associated with shared data standards, ML pipelines, privacy protocols, and what would
be required to establish an enduring, global resource.
Read more about the workshop here.

Kristin Andrews also participated in an international meeting on Multi-Species Society,
funded by the Canadian Institute for Advanced Research (CIFAR) and hosted by the
Nature Conservation Foundation of India in Valparai, India.

On February 13th, Kelly Bergstrom presented “Entertainment vs Advocacy: Exploring
Tensions in True Crime Conventions” at the Convention Cultures: Media Industries and
Audiences at Fan Conventions and Beyond. The event was held at The University of
Toronto, St. Michael's College, bringing together media industry and fandom scholars to
discuss emerging research about fan conventions and other ephemeral live events. She
presented early findings from Context Collisions, a recently funded Insight Development
Grant.

Denielle Elliott presented findings from her SSHRC IG project, A Situated Neurology,
at Wayne State University in Detroit on October 315t. Her paper, “Sensory ethnography,
arts-based methods, and the nervous system,” reported on a series of collaborative
arts-based projects, including a short film, that her team has carried out exploring brain
injuries and the neurosciences.
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Upcoming Events
Please join us!

ITS Virtual Seminar Series
Monthly Virtual Seminar Series

Yousif Hassan (University of Michigan)
"The politics of memory: Language
technologies and decolonization in
South Africa" February 26, 2026.

Suze Berkhout (University of Toronto)
"Mediation, Curation, Materialization:
Art-Science Collaborations, Feminist
STS, and the Invisible, Contested, and
Ephemeral in Biomedicine" on March 6,
2026.

Sarah Blacker (York University)
“Counting herons, photographing
melting ice: Public participation in

climate change research” April 22, 2026.

Winter 2026 Research Support
and Workshops for Graduate
students 12:00pm - 1:30pm

Kean Birch, from York University, is
hosting a "Writing for the general
public/writing for change" Workshop on
February 25th, 2026.

Winter 2026 Cluster Events

Gabi Schaffzin, the Technoscientific
Pasts & Futures Cluster lead, will be
hosting a joint presentation with PaCT
Lab. Title: “Afflictive Power: Theorizing
Medicalization's Double-Edged Sword”
with Rachel Fox (Grand Valley State
University) on March 11th, 2026.
12:00pm - 1:30 pm

Past Events
Welcome Back Social

We held a Fall Social on

Wednesday, 17" September 2025, to
welcome everyone back to the new
year. It was a great networking event
with lots of snacks and beverages. It
was great to see so many members in
person again.

Elisha Lim, Technoscientific Pasts &
Futures Cluster lead, hosted an informal
drop-in session entitled “Al Headlines
Club” on February 13", 2026.

ITS Virtual Seminar Series

ITS has held 5 virtual talks this
academic year. This year’s events were
organized to align with a series of
celebratory events or days of
remembrance.

Lina Beatriz Pinto Garcia "Beyond the
Cure: Integrating Science and Care in
Alzheimer’s Research in Colombia”
January 28th, 2026. This was planned
alongside of Alzheimer's Awareness
Month (January). This event was co-
sponsored by the Health & Society
Program.

Jeff Nagy, from York University,
presented his paper "Big Blue:
Depression from the DSM to Al
Psychodiagnostics" on December 3rd,
2025, which was the International Day of
Persons with Disabilities. This event was
co-sponsored by the Centre for Artificial
Intelligence & Society.

Oliver Haimson, from the University of
Michigan, presented his paper "Trans
Technologies" on November 5, 2025 as
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part of the Transgender Day of
Remembrance. This event was co-
hosted by the Centre for Feminist
Research.

Uahikea Maile from the University of
Chicago presented his paper "On Being
Late: Cruising Mauna Kea and
Unsettling Technoscientific Conquest in
Hawai‘i" on October 15, 2025. This
seminar was co-sponsored by the
Centre for Indigenous Knowledges and
Languages.

Ivan Chaar Lopez from the University of
Texas at Austin presented his paper
“The Cybernetic Border” on September
9, 2025, in recognition of the
International Day of Peace.

ITS Workshops
ITS held three Workshops this year.

Lina Beatriz Pinto Garcia, a
Connected Minds Postdoctoral Fellow,
hosted a workshop on “How to get your
dissertation published as a book” on
February 18th, 2026.

Sandra Widmer, the Technoscientific
Pasts & Futures Cluster lead and GPD
for the Social Anthropology Graduate
Program, hosted the “Workshop on
applying to present at 4S conference
Toronto” on December 17, 2025.

Guita Banan, Hana Holubec and
Denielle Elliott co-hosted “How to Get a
Canadian Graduate Research
Scholarship Application Workshop
(SSHRC Doctoral Award)” on
September 12th, 2025, aimed at
supporting graduate students who were
applying for federal funding.

Recent Publications

Congratulations to Antulio Rosales
for his two publications.

Rosales, A. (2025)._ A New Age of
Crypto-Authoritarianism. Current
History, November 124(865): 307-313.

Description: This article explains how
cryptocurrencies are a constitutive part
of contemporary authoritarian
policymaking, both as tools to help
autocrats centralize power and as
mechanisms of enrichment for
incumbents and connected elites. It
draws on the cases of the United States,
El Salvador, Venezuela and Russia to
showcase different forms of collusion
between crypto markets and political
elites.

Rosales, A. (2026). Curls, caves, and
shadows: how cryptocurrencies thrive in
(poly)crisis. New Political Economy, 1—
18.

Description: This article explains how
cryptocurrencies are not just a response
to crisis but simultaneously thrive in
contexts of upheaval and distortion.
Cryptocurrencies in Argentina serve as
shortcuts to access US dollars and as
channels to avoid government regulation
through exchanges and wallets. The
businesses that promote
cryptocurrencies leverage arbitrage,
lean toward centralisation, and succeed
in alliance with traditional financial
institutions. The article draws from field
research in Buenos Aires and interviews
with Argentina’s booming cryptocurrency
business sector as well as exhaustive
secondary research.
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Congratulations to Lina Pinto-Garcia
on the publication of her co-authored
paper.

Pinto-Garcia, L., & Lezaun, J. (2025).
Extending Public Health Framings of
Drug Use to the Health Impacts of Drug
Production: The Case of Coca Growers
in Northeastern Colombia Global Public
Health, 20(1), 2563580.

Description: We ask ourselves: what
would harm reduction look like if it
applied not only to drug use, but also to
drug production? Much of the public
health discourse on the 'war on drugs'
focuses on urban drug use and
addiction. But what about those who
grow and harvest the coca leaf — the
cocaleros and raspachines of Colombia
— who suffer toxic exposure, violence,
disease and systemic neglect?

Drawing on fieldwork conducted in
Catatumbo, a region at the heart of
Colombia's coca economy, this article
examines how coca growers and leaf
pickers remain excluded from public
health frameworks. Despite facing
serious health risks from exposure to
toxic substances, violence and neglect,
their well-being is rarely considered a
public health concern.

Congratulations to Conor Douglas on
the publication of his co-authored paper.

Douglas, C. M., Kleinhout-Vliek, T.,
Hagendijk, R., Rabeharisoa, V., Boon,
W., Aith, F., ... & Moors, E. (2025). How
social pharmaceutical innovations are
addressing problems of availability,

accessibility and affordability of drugs for

rare diseases. Orphanet Journal of Rare
Diseases, 20(1), 618.

Description: The article details how
social pharmaceutical innovations are
addressing problems of availability,
accessibility, and affordability of drugs
for rare diseases. Results from the 4-
year and 4-country international
research consortium exploring
alternative forms of pharmaceutical
innovation (or what the group has
termed "social pharmaceutical
innovation", SPIN) were published in
December in the Orphanet Journal of
Rare Diseases.

This wide-reaching work covers 15 case
studies of SPIN across Brazil, Canada,
France, and the Netherlands, with over
150 interviews with players involved in
these innovation activities.

Congratulations to Elisha Lim, guest
editor of the Communications, Culture &
Critique Thematic Issue, "Anticolonial
Platform Studies," which calls on digital
scholars to confront the histories of their
fields.

This is a companion to the Special Issue
she is editing in Social Text, "Colonial
Studies of the Platform" which invited
colonial scholars to write about historic
technology.

You can see the call for papers here.
They are hoping to receive submissions
from ITS members!

Congratulations to Guilherme
Cavalcante Silva, ITS Graduate
Fellow and Doctoral Candidate in STS,
on publishing his article.

Cavalcante Silva, G. (2025). Regional
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integration as a remedy against
technological dependency? The
contradictions in the calls for regional
integration in Latin American Al
strategies. Tapuya: Latin American
Science, Technology and Society, 8(1).

Description: The paper follows an
already rich comparative literature on Al
governance in Latin American with a
focus on how seven Latin American
countries are articulating stronger
regional integration on Al in their
initiatives.

Some of the key takeaways include: 1)
There is a clash between integration
discourse, which is mentioned as a
desire in almost all strategies, and little
action or acknowledgment of Al/digital
developments in Latin American
countries.

2) The benchmarking process, a key
characteristic of strategic documents, is
still overwhelmingly focused on the EU
and North America.

3) The "Al race" language (e.g.
"becoming leaders on Al"), present in
almost all strategies, becomes an empty
signifier with no acknowledgement of
local or regional capabilities

Kean Birch, Ontario Research Chair
and Professor at York University, has
three recent publications to share!
Congratulations to Kean!

Komljenovic, J., Williamson, B., Birch,
K., and Beiter, K. (2026) (online).
Assetizing academic content and the
emergence of the ‘assetizen’: Education
platforms, publisher databases, and Al
model training, Higher Education.

Proskurovska, A. and Birch, K. (2025)

(online) Tokenization of everything?
Implications of blockchain technologies
for the governance of financial markets
and assets, Finance & Society. [Open
Access]

Birch, K. (2025) (online) Do artifacts
have political economy?, Science,
Technology & Human Values. [Open
Access]

Denielle Elliott has a forthcoming
chapter, “Laboratories, Experiments,
Clinical Trials,” in a new book, Medical
Anthropology for the Twenty-First
Century, edited by Matthew Wolf-Meyer,
Junko Kitanaka, and Eugene Raikhel
(due out in April).

MEMBERSHIP

ITS regularly welcomes new members,
and we want to introduce them and
existing members to everyone through
this newsletter.

Welcome to new faculty and
postdoctoral members:

Aimi Hamraie,

Ines Arous,

Brandon Hillier,

Korina Jocson,

Quentin Kreth,

Rachel da Silveira Gorman,
Vedran Zerjav,

Yana Boeva, and

Tomer Chaffer.
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Member Profiles

This month, we are happy to profile
Hana and Kelly in our profiles.

Hana Holubec, Graduate Fellow

Hana Holubec is a PhD Candidate in
the Science and Technology Studies
program at York University. Her
dissertation, “Laboratory Laugh: the
production and co-construction of
laughter in the human, the animal, the
machine, and the clown,” aims to
interrogate how technoscience is
implicated in the project of ordering and

classifying laughter across various sites.

She is a member of the Critical Humour
Studies Association and a doctoral
trainee with Connected Minds. She also
has a dog named Turtle.

Kelly Bergstrom, Fellow

Kelly Bergstrom is an Associate
Professor in the Department of
Communication and Media Studies at
York University and the interim Deputy
Director at ITS. Previously, she was an
Assistant Professor in the School of
Communications at the University of
Hawai‘i at Manoa, a Postdoctoral Fellow
at York University’s Institute for
Research on Digital Learning, and a
MITACS Postdoctoral Researcher at Big
Viking Games.

Bergstrom’s research examines drop out
and disengagement from digital cultures,
with a focus on digital games and social
media. She is co-editor of Internet
Spaceships are Serious Business: An
EVE Online Reader (University of
Minnesota Press, 2016) and her work
has been published in journals such as
Feminist Media Studies, Critical Studies
in Media Communication, and Social
Media + Society.

She currently holds two SSHRC
awards:
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Context Collisions and Critical experiences of leisure?
Events: Investigating the True Crime
Convention Circuit: True crime—a
media genre that examines the specific
details of a crime and the individuals
associated with (and impacted by)
criminal events—has been popular since
the 16th century. However, in part due
to its natural fit with online participatory
culture, true crime content has
proliferated across social media and
podcasting platforms—an estimated
24% of all podcasts available for
streaming are now focused on true
crime. Its popularity with audiences and
profitability for advertisers has led to a
new development: true crime
conventions. These multi-day ticketed
events push true crime out of a private
mediated experience and into the public
where fans, content creators, victims
and their advocates, law enforcement,
legal experts, and exonerated former
suspects congregate in a shared
physical location. | argue that these
conventions are a site of context
collapse, where a fan’s uncritical
consumption of true crime media may
be challenged by crossing paths with a
victim or their family and as such,
warrant critical investigation.

Platforming Leisure: Navigating
worker experiences of labour and
leisure in the digital platform
economy. Platforming Leisure seeks to
address the paucity of knowledge
concerning platform-mediated work and
leisure: what do digital platform workers
do when they are “off the clock,” either
by choice or while waiting between
contracts? Building on existing
scholarship and a pilot study of students
engaged in gig work, this project asks:
how have digital labour platforms
affected workers’ access to and



