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Investment Story #1

As reported in Y File on April 1, 2026 reporting on the 2025-2026 year, York University’s Knowledge
Mobilization Unit (KMb Unit) provides a structured model for translating academic research into
practical, community-focused outcomes. Situated within the Office of the Vice-President Research
& Innovation, the unit’s core mandate is to ensure that research findings are accessible, relevant and
implemented beyond academia through partnerships with government, non-profits and community
organizations.

The KMb Unit addresses a key gap in the research ecosystem: traditional academic outputs often fail
to reach or resonate with non-academic audiences. It supports researchers by facilitating early-
stage collaboration, co-developing research questions with partners, and translating findings into
usable formats (e.g., plain-language tools and applied resources).

A central function is partnership brokerage, connecting faculty expertise with community needs
identified by stakeholders such as municipal governments and service organizations. The unit also
strengthens research competitiveness by assisting in the development of knowledge mobilization
strategies required in major grant applications.

Demonstrated impacts include long-term, interdisciplinary collaborations that produce actionable
interventions. For example, partnerships with community agencies in York Region by Faculty of
Health researcher, Jennifer Connolly, have enabled applied research on gender-based violence and
sex trafficking, resulting in practical tools for early identification and prevention.

Overall, York’s approach illustrates how institutional investment in knowledge mobilization
infrastructure enhances research impact, fosters sustained community partnerships and aligns
academic inquiry with societal priorities—offering a scalable model for maximizing returns on
research funding.

Investment Story #2

York University researchers are advancing preventive healthcare through the development of a novel
wearable biosensing device capable of continuous, non-invasive health monitoring. Led by Professor
Razieh Salahandish, the project focuses on analyzing sweat—a readily accessible biological fluid—
to deliver real-time insights into an individual’s physiological state.

The device integrates microfluidic technology with advanced sensors to detect subtle biochemical
changes, enabling early identification of disease progression before symptoms emerge. This
approach addresses limitations of traditional diagnostics, which often rely on invasive procedures
such as blood tests and episodic laboratory analysis.


https://www.yorku.ca/yfile/2026/04/01/how-york-u-turns-research-into-actionable-solutions-for-communities/

A distinguishing feature is the incorporation of artificial intelligence algorithms that interpret
collected data and generate personalized, actionable health insights. This supports timely
intervention and empowers users—particularly those at risk of chronic conditions—to proactively
manage their health in collaboration with care providers.

The initiative is supported by a $300,000 investment through the Ontario Centre of Innovation and
industry partner with the objective of developing, testing and commercializing the technology within
two years.

Overall, the project demonstrates strong potential to enhance early detection, reduce healthcare
system burden and advance personalized medicine. It represents a scalable model for translating
engineering and biomedical research into market-ready solutions with significant public health
impact. Innovation York is supporting this technology through IP protection and support for
commercialization.



