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Getting Started with Horizon Europe at York 
 

 
What is Horizon Europe? 
Horizon Europe is the EU’s key funding programme for research and innovation. The current 
framework (2021-2027) has EUR 93.5 billion available for funding research program.  
 
The aims of this research funding are to: 

• Advance research and innovation in the European Research Area 
• Help tackle societal challenge such as climate change, the UN’s Sustainable 

Development Goals, and the digital transition.  
• Boost the EU’s industrial competitiveness and economic growth. 

 
Pillar II of the Horizon Europe Frameworks supports directed, collaborative research.  
 
Legal entities from the EU and associated countries can participate. Canada is now associated 
with Pillar 2 of the Horizon Europe Program and can apply to participate in available funding 
opportunities and receive funds directly from the program. 
 
What are the core eligibility requirements for a Horizon Europe Consortium?  
Eligibility for most collaborative (Pillar 2) Horizon Europe calls require: 

• A minimum of three independent legal entities from three different EU Member 
States or Associated Countries. 

• At least one entity must be based in an EU Member State. 
• All participating entities must be mutually independent organisations. 

 
What kinds of research are funded?  
Funding opportunities are organized under specific thematic areas called clusters. Under each 
cluster are “topics” that outline the specific funding opportunity. These are top-down directed 
calls, as opposed to researcher-driven proposals. 
 

Cluster Thematic Focus 

Cluster 1 Health 

Cluster 2 Culture, Creativity & Inclusive Societies 

Cluster 3 Civil Security for Society 

Cluster 4 Digital, Industry & Space 

Cluster 5 Climate, Energy & Mobility 

Cluster 6 Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture & Environment 
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I’m interested in better understanding the opportunities that are available from Horizon 
Europe. Where should I start to learn more? 
 
Look for online resources (examples listed below) and have a discussion with your Faculty 
Research Office and York’s International Research Manager (defaveri@yorku.ca). Use the 
resources available here to gain an understanding about the program. You can then explore 
specific clusters (thematic areas) to identify potential calls (topics) to which you could apply. Start 
with the Work Programmes to get an overview of the various opportunities, then you can find the 
call in the Funding and Tenders Portal for more details. Research Commons has recorded sessions 
on how to navigate the portal and understand a call (under “Information Sessions” in the link 
below). 
 
Resources to explore include: 

- ISED Horizon Europe Website 
- Research Commons workshops and resources 
- Horizon Europe Work programmes: each Cluster in Pillar 2 has its own Work Programme 
- Horizon Europe’s YouTube Channel, includes How To’s 
- Horizon Europe Funding & Tenders Portal 

 
 
I’m interested a particular call or thematic topic, but I need to find partners. 
 
Leverage your network 
Start by trying to cultivate your existing network with European collaborators. Some of them may 
be actively exploring these opportunities or have experience participating.  
 
If you are a member of an ORU, consider the networks that your ORU already currently has and 
speak with the ORU Director or Coordinator. 
 
Leverage York’s connections 
Talk to York International (Ellianne Feenstra) and Jacquelin De Faveri if you are trying to find 
European research partners. They can connect you with institutions that York University has 
existing relationships with or help you reach out to new ones that you would like to approach. 
 
If you are seeking an industry partner, connect with Innovation York (Courtney Cole) about 
potential linkages and support with outreach of targeted partners. This is particularly relevant if 
the call you are interested in is an Innovation Action. These calls focus on demonstration, piloting, 
testing, validation, and preparing innovations for market uptake. 
 
If you are seeking other partnerships outside of academia and industry, contact the Knowledge 
Mobilization Unit (Michael Johnny).   
 
Find new partners 
Utilize partnership development resources that are designed to facilitate new partnerships 
between and among researchers and industries. These include both in person and virtual match-

https://ised-isde.canada.ca/site/ised/en/horizon-europe
https://www.yorku.ca/research/horizon-europe/
https://www.yorku.ca/research/horizon-europe/
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/horizon-europe-work-programmes_en
https://www.youtube.com/@EUScienceInnovation
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
mailto:ellianne@yorku.ca
mailto:defaveri@yorku.ca
mailto:ccole23@yorku.ca
mailto:Michael%20Johnny%20%3cmjohnny@yorku.ca%3e
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making sessions and online databases to search for partners. Keep up with these potential events 
through subscriptions to some of their newsletters. These include: 

- ISED Horizon Europe Website 
o Subscribe to their newsletter for information about match-making events and other 

program updates. 
o Get in touch with National Contact Points who can provide guidance, practical 

information and other assistant on participation. 
- EU Funding and Tenders Portal – Partner Search  

o Build a profile and indicate you are open to partnerships 
o Search for other people or organizations  
o Check for “partner search announcements” in the specific funding call. 

- EURAXESS North America 
o Subscribe to their newsletter 
o Online partnering tool 

- Enterprise Europe Network for small- and medium-sized enterprise supports. 
o Hosts brokerage events 
o Online search for partners 

 
You can also target organizations that have been previously funded by Horizon Europe or previous 
funding frameworks. Search the EU’s CORDIS database to see who has been previously funded. 
 
See the Horizon Europe Consortium ‘Consortium Building Guide’ for practical advice in 
preparing to join a consortium, both questions you need to be prepared to answer and ones you 
should be asking to ensure this is the right partnership for you. 
 

Recommendation: The Office of Research Services recommends that researchers engage as a 
partner in a Horizon Europe opportunity first to better understand the program and the 
administrative requirements before attempting to lead (or coordinate) a consortium. Horizon 
Europe is a very complex program that functions differently than Tri-Council programs.  

 
I have a consortium, coordinator, and a targeted call. What support is available for preparing 
a call as a partner? 
 
Ensure your Faculty Research Office and York’s International Research Manager (IRM) are aware 
of your intention to submit a Horizon Europe Application. The IRM can provide you with practical 
information like York’s PIC number, as well as support with administrative aspects of your proposal 
such as completion of administrative and partner description information, budget review, 
compliance checks and access to administrative documents like Gender Policy. Please ensure 
that York’s institutional account is given access to the application. 
 
Courtney Cole in Innovation York can support you in completing information regarding the 
Technology Readiness Level (TRL) and exploitation and commercialization plans that may be 
required. 
 

https://ised-isde.canada.ca/site/ised/en/horizon-europe
https://ised-isde.canada.ca/site/ised/en/subscribe-horizon-europe-newsletter
https://ised-isde.canada.ca/site/ised/en/national-contact-points-ncp
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/partner-search?isExactMatch=true&type=ORGANISATION,PERSON&order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=lastModified
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/worldwide/north-america
https://euraxess.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=a1766e3cac3e285036c03af54&id=45949bf8ab
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/user/login?destination=/partnering/members/search
https://een-canada.ca/
https://een.ec.europa.eu/partnering-opportunities
https://cordis.europa.eu/
https://www.yorku.ca/research/wp-content/uploads/sites/848/2025/11/Horizon-Europe-Consortium-Building-Guide_FINAL.pdf
mailto:ccole23@yorku.ca
https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/store/trl-assessment
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Financial support to develop a proposal may be available from York International’s Global 
Research Excellence Seed Fund or from a York Incentive Grant (Log in to YULink required).   
 
Take time to ensure your data management plan for your portion of the work is compliant with 
European privacy regulations, know as the EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDRP). For 
more information, review ISED’s GDRP resources and speak with the YorkU Libraries staff for 
assistance in developing a data management plan. 
 
Generally, the project coordinator or lead institution of the consortium will take the lead in 
developing the application. Be sure to follow any instructions and deadlines the coordinator gives 
to you and share those with your Faculty Research Officer and SIRI/IRM. 
 

https://www.yorku.ca/global-engagement/global-research-excellence-seed-fund/
https://www.yorku.ca/global-engagement/global-research-excellence-seed-fund/
https://yulink-new.yorku.ca/group/yulink/internal-opportunities/-/asset_publisher/CCdFRml831g4/content/york-incentive-grant?inheritRedirect=false&redirect=%2Fgroup%2Fyulink%2Fselected-funding-opportunities
https://ised-isde.canada.ca/site/ised/en/horizon-europe-applicant-resources/general-data-protection-regulation
https://www.library.yorku.ca/web/research-learn/research/rdm/

