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Glossary of Terms for Horizon Europe

Understanding Horizon Europe Terminology

This glossary provides a summary of key terms commonly used when navigating the Horizon
Europe programme. It is organized by stages of application, specifically the exploratory phase
(where researchers are looking for funding opportunities), the funding application process and
the project implementation phase. This is only a basic list of terms. If you don’t find what you are
looking for here, please check other online glossaries like these from BRIDGE2HE or the

European Academy.

Exploratory/Call Identification Phase

Terminology

Description

Work Programme

A strategic document published by the European Commission
outlining the research and innovation priorities, budgets, and
planned calls for a specific period (typically two years). It is
organised by instruments for each pillar, and for each cluster within
Pillar 2, which also describes destinations.

Pillar

Horizon Europe is structured around three main pillars, each
representing a broad category of research and innovation activity:

Pillar I: Excellent Science — Supports investigator-led, frontier
research, fellowships, and research infrastructures.

Pillar ll: Global Challenges and European Industrial
Competitiveness — Funds collaborative research to address
societal challenges and strengthen industrial technologies. These
are top-down policy-driven calls, meaning that the topics and
expected outcomes are predefined by the European Commission,
and the proposed research must closely align with these
expectations.

This is the only Pillar to which Canada is associated.

Pillar llI: Innovative Europe — Focuses on scaling innovation and
supporting breakthrough technologies, including through the
European Innovation Council (EIC).

Each pillar contains specific funding instruments and objectives
aligned with the overall goals of the Horizon Europe programme.

Cluster

A thematic grouping within Pillar Il of Horizon Europe that addresses
broad societal challenges (e.g. Cluster 1: Health, Cluster 5: Climate,
Energy and Mobility). Each cluster contains several destinations.

Destination

A sub-section within a cluster that defines a specific policy or
impact-oriented objective to be achieved through funded projects.
Each destination is linked to multiple calls and topics.



https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/store/horizon-europe-glossary
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Call

A formalinvitation to submit proposals for research and innovation
projects. Each call is associated with a specific destination and is
published on the EU Funding & Tenders Portal.

Topic/Topic ID

A specific research or innovation area within a call, identified by a
unique Topic ID (e.g., HORIZON-CL5-2024-D1-01-01). It includes
the scope, expected outcomes, and type of action (RIA, IA, CSA).

Type of Action

The funding scheme or instrument applied to a topic, e.g.:

e RIA (Research and Innovation Action) — Primarily for new
knowledge or technology. These topics either have no or low
TRL requirements

e |A (Innovation Action) — Closer to market, includes
prototyping or pilot deployment. These topics are expected
to reach TRL 6-9 by end of project

e CSA (Coordination and Support Action) — For networking,
policy alignment, or dissemination activities. These are
mostly for consolidating existing research rather than
conducting new research

Type of Budget

The financial framework used to calculate and report eligible costs
in a Horizon Europe project. Budget types include:

e Actual Costs - Reimbursement based on real, eligible costs
incurred by beneficiaries (e.g. personnel, equipment, travel),
following Horizon Europe rules.

e Lump Sum Funding — A fixed total project budget defined
upfront and paid based on completion of work packages,
not actual costs. No detailed financial reporting is required,
only technical progress.

Indirect costs in Horizon Europe are calculated as a 25% flat rate of
eligible direct costs in Actual Cost grants, orincluded in the total
budget in lump sum projects.

EU Funding & Tenders
Portal

The online platform where all Horizon Europe calls are published. It
is also the central hub for proposal submission, project reporting,
partner searches, and communication with the European
Commission (EC).

National Contact Points
(NCPs)

Individuals within each Member State or Associated Country who
provide guidance, practical advice and assistance on all matters
related to Horizon Europe. Canada’s NCPs can be found on ISED’s
Horizon Europe pages.

Technology readiness
levels (TRLs)

A method for estimating the maturity of technologies during the
acquisition phase of a program. Itis based on a scalefrom1to 9,
where 1 is basic research and 9 is actual system provenin an
operational environment.

Proposal Writing/Project Implementation Phase

Terminology

| Description



https://ised-isde.canada.ca/site/ised/en/horizon-europe-contact-information
https://ised-isde.canada.ca/site/ised/en/horizon-europe-contact-information
https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/store/trl-assessment
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A major subdivision of the project work plan, grouping related tasks

Work Package (WP) and activities. Each WP has objectives, a lead beneficiary,
timelines, and associated deliverables and milestones.
Task A specific activity within a work package. Tasks are the building

blocks of a WP and must clearly contribute to its objectives.

Deliverable

Atangible or intangible output of the project submitted to the
European Commission, e.g. a report, software, or prototype.
Deliverables are typically public or confidential and are linked to
project milestones.

Milestone

A critical control point in the project used to assess progress.
Milestones are often linked to decision points or key achievements
(e.g. completion of a prototype or completion of fieldwork).

Consortium

The group of partners from different countries/organisations that
jointly prepare and implement a Horizon Europe project. A minimum
of three legal entities from three different EU/Associated countries
is required.

Project Coordinator

The lead organisation in a consortium, responsible for submitting
the proposal, managing the project, and serving as the main contact
point with the European Commission.

General Data Protection
Regulations (GDPR)

The European Union’s rules governing data protection. These rules
protect the privacy and data security for any data collected in or
related to people within the EU and are particularly strict in relation
to personal information.

PIC (Participant
Identification Code)

9-digit number that identifies each unique organization (legal entity)
that is registered to participate in EU programs. Contact the Office
of Research Services (siri@yorku.ca) or York’s International
Research Manager (defaveri@yorku.ca) to get this information.

LEAR (Legal Entity
Appointed Representative)

The administrator in a participating organization responsible for
managing the organization’s data in the Funding and Tenders Portal.
At YorkU, this is David Phipps (orsdir@yorku.ca).

Participant Portal Role
Allocation

Access roles within the EU Funding & Tenders Portal such as LEAR
(Legal Entity Appointed Representative), PCoCo (Primary
Coordinator Contact), LSIGN/FSIGN (Legal/Financial Signatories),
and Participant Contacts, which manage access, reporting, and
sign-off functions.

Grant Agreement

The legally binding contract between the consortium and the
European Commission defining rights, obligations, budgets,
deliverables, and timelines.

Consortium Agreement

A private, legally binding contract between the partners of a Horizon
Europe project. It governs the internal arrangements of the
consortium, including decision-making procedures, intellectual
property rights, financial distribution, responsibilities, and conflict
resolution. While not submitted to the European Commission, itis a
mandatory requirement and must be signed before the Grant
Agreementis finalised.
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Periodic Report

Atechnical and financial report submitted at defined intervals
during the project to assess progress and spending.

Amendment

Aformal change to the Grant Agreement during the project, such as
budget reallocations, partner changes, or timeline adjustments.

Final Report

A comprehensive summary of all project outcomes, results, and
finances submitted at the end of the project.

Evaluation Summary
Report

Feedback provided by evaluators on a submitted proposal. It
includes scores per evaluation criterion, comments, and a final
funding decision rationale.

Dissemination

The process of making project results publicly available through
publications, conferences, or online platforms, targeting academic,
policy, orindustry audiences.

Exploitation

The use of project results for commercial, societal, or policy
purposes, including IP protection, product development, or
standardisation.

Open Science

A requirement of Horizon Europe encouraging open access to
publications, FAIR (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, Reusable)
data, and public engagement with research.




