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Position Title: Research Associate – AI, Public Health Information & Misinformation
Program: Connected Minds
Contract Term: 6 months
Annual Salary:  $45,000 for the six month term
Location: Remote
Hours of Work: Full-time, 35 hours per week
	ABOUT CONNECTED MINDS

	
Connected Minds: Neural and Machine Systems for a Healthy, Just Society (2023-2030) combines York’s existing science and technology research ecosystem, and longstanding institutional strengths in the social sciences, arts, and humanities with Queen’s University’s complementary strengths in neuroscience, health, and artificial intelligence, as well as a substantial consortium of multi-sector partners. The Connected Minds vision is to co-create and co-lead socially responsible, community engaged research that produces innovative technologies, policies, and regulations that optimize the benefits and mitigate the risks of the new techno-social collective. Connected Minds will fund 35 strategic faculty hires, partner-focused seed, team, and prototyping grants, KM/commercialization events, and an ambitious multi-institutional micro-credential training program with 385 trainees and cross-sector stakeholders. All activities will require transdisciplinary participation, and we will prioritize projects that benefit Indigenous and other equity-deserving groups. With CFREF funding, Connected Minds will lead Canada and the world in the socially responsible creation and adoption of scientific and technological innovation to promote a healthy, resilient, and just techno-social collective.

	

	PROJECT DESCRIPTION

	
Connected Minds is collaborating with the Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC) to explore how people in Canada access, assess, trust, and use public health information in an increasingly AI-mediated information environment.

The project is particularly interested in how people use generative AI and other AI-mediated tools to seek health information; how trust or distrust in AI-generated information develops; how misinformation and disinformation may be encountered or reinforced; and how these experiences may differ across populations, including equity-seeking communities. The work will also explore opportunities to strengthen AI and health information literacy and help people engage more critically with AI-generated information.


	JOB PURPOSE

	
Connected Minds is seeking a full-time Research Associate (RA) for six months to support the development of this emerging interdisciplinary research program. The RA will undertake foundational research, engage with PHAC and the Connected Minds research team to refine research priorities, and help develop the research design and preliminary evidence needed to support subsequent research and external funding applications.


	QUALIFICATIONS

	
Required:
· Master’s degree required. We welcome applicants from a range of academic and professional backgrounds whose training and research experience are relevant to the project.
· Demonstrated experience conducting literature reviews and synthesizing interdisciplinary research.
· Experience with mixed-methods research, including survey research and qualitative methods.
· Experience designing surveys and qualitative interviews and/or focus groups.
· Experience preparing or contributing to research ethics applications.
· Strong research, analytical, and academic writing skills.
· Ability to work independently while collaborating effectively with an interdisciplinary research team and external partners.
· Strong organizational and project-management skills.

Assets
· Research experience related to public health, health communication, health literacy, misinformation/disinformation, AI, media/digital literacy, public trust, or health decision-making.
· Experience working with equity-seeking or underserved populations.
· Experience conducting and analyzing qualitative interviews or focus groups.
· Experience with quantitative survey analysis.
· Experience conducting pilot studies or other preliminary data collection.
· Experience working with government, public health agencies, community partners, or interdisciplinary research collaborations.
· Experience contributing to research grant applications or funding proposals.


	RESEARCH ENVIRONMENT & SUPERVISION


The Research Associate will work as part of an interdisciplinary Connected Minds research team in collaboration with the Public Health Agency of Canada. The RA will have access to expertise across multiple disciplines and will work closely with researchers contributing methodological and subject-matter expertise to different aspects of the project.
The project will be coordinated through Connected Minds, with Dr. Sean Hillier serving as the primary point of contact. Research team members will provide additional supervision and methodological guidance based on their areas of expertise.
This position offers an opportunity to contribute to the early development of a collaborative research program addressing an emerging public health challenge and to help shape research that may inform future public health research, policy, communication, and educational interventions.

Application Instructions: 

Please submit a cover letter and resume to Nicoleta Negoita, Senior People Partner, at nicol23@yorku.ca. This position will be posted until October 21, 2026.
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