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Professor Sophia Seung-Yoon Lee was in Canada from 07 July 2025 to 13 August 2025,
spanning the majority of the summer break period for Korean faculty members. This six-
week visit provided a valuable opportunity for intensive collaboration and comparative
research on labor policy and working conditions. During her time in Toronto, Professor Lee
engaged in extensive academic and research activities. We met on four occasions, and
Professor Lee met separately with Professor Ann Kim, director of the Korean Office for
Research and Education (KORE) at York University, and also with Carlo Fanelli, Director of
the Global Labour Research Centre at York University. In addition, she conducted in-person
meetings with researchers and faculty members at two major institutions: University of
Toronto, and Toronto Metropolitan University. Furthermore, she contacted labour
organizations in Toronto that represent the interests of marginalized workers.

Through this comprehensive engagement opportunity, Professor Lee collected a wide
range of information encompassing, labor market conditions and experiences of older
workers, Institutional arrangements in Canada regarding working conditions and social
policy, Comparative policy frameworks affecting older workers, platform workers, and
immigrant workers and lastly, digital transformation impacts on various worker
demographics.

Building on the research conducted during this visit, we have outlined several concrete
deliverables. Primary we plan to write a comprehensive comparative academic paper
examining older workers' experiences in Korea and Canada, with particular focus on how
public policies shape labor market outcomes in the era of digitalization. A condensed
version of the research findings will be prepared for wider academic and policy audiences.
We plan to present this research at the 2026 annual conference of the East Asian Social
Policy Network, providing a platform for regional academic dialogue.
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